rays 




GOB 

answers 



by Glenn A . Coon 



YOUTH PRAYS — GOD ANSWERS 



Copyright © 1968 
by G. A. Coon 
Roan Mountain, Tenn. 37687 

All rights reserved, including 
the right to reproduce this book 
or parts thereof in any form. 



A 

Dynamic Bible Living 
Publication 



Scanned and Prepared by Maranatha Media 
www.maranathamedia.com 



Used by Permission of Glenn Coon Jr. 



Manufactured in the 
United States of America 
by the Kingsport Press, Inc. 
Kingsport, Tenn. 37662 



DEDICATION 



To our youth everywhere, and to all 
who are engaged in training them to 
be soul-winners through the medium 
of prayer, this work is affectionately 
dedicated. 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 



Experience has taught us that "no man 
liveth to himself", or by. himself. Even in 
simple accounts, such as appear in this work, 
many have been the kind and unselfish hearts 
p-aTticipatlng. Margaret Edge and Dorothy 
Robison poured over personal experience data 
wich came in from the secretary of the prayer 
classes, and then arranged the notes in the 
form of readable experiences. They looked 
up the individuals involved, or called them 
by telephone, to determine the correctness 
of the experiences credited to them. Also 
they spent days in checking and rechecking 
quotable references, many of which have gone 

into this work. .. „ 

Several members of the class kindly co- 
operated by permitting me to tape-record 
their personal experiences. 

After the manuscript was first prepared, 
Pastor G. P. Friesen gave unstinted time, 
crowding it around his already heavy pastor- 
al load, completely re-editing and retyping 
the manuscript. n „ 
We wish here to express our appreciation 
to these and all others who have contributed 
to making this work possible. 



The Author. 



CONTENTS 



Page 



Preface ..<><, • 4 

Foreword. .„.„ 9 

Introduction 11 

Chapter 

1- Wanted! Robert James Babcockf . 21 

2. Youth Prays — Things Happen! ... 31 

3. Youth's Adventures In Prayer ... 39 

4. Scientifically Impossible — 

Yet It Happened 50 

5. Young Dave Steward In Action ... 60 

6. Agnostics and Drunkards Too! ... 69 

7. Sweethearts Again 79 

8. Modern Day Miracles 88 

9. Stranger Than Fiction 99 

10. Youth Leads the Way 108 

11. After This, Who Could Doubt?, . . 118 

12. Margaret Persevered. ...... 127 

13. All Sufficient 134 

14. Worried About Conditions? .... 143 

15. That Guardian Angel 152 

16. "I Found What 1 Wanted 160 

17. God Always Answers . 171 

18- A Young Hero 177 

19. This Is the Life < 180 

20- This Can Change Your Life .... 190 



PREFACE 



What Is The Prayer of Reception? 

There 1b no such term as "The Prayer of 
Reception" to be found in the Bible or any 
other work, so far as we know, except our 
own lessons and books. , 

We use this term to distinguish this 
particular type of prayer from other types 
of prayer. For instance, there is the prayer 
of commitment. This prayer commits the an- 
swer to the Lord. This prayer says, If it 
be Thy will," then do so and so for me, or 
for another! But the prayer of reception 
beine based on any one of the 3,573 e "±- e 
poises, does not say "if it be Thy will, 
forgive my sins^hich I have confessed to 
Thee", because God has definitely promised in 
I John 1:9, "If we confess our sins,_ he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

The prayer of reception does not say, > 
"Dear Lord, although I have confessed my sins, 
and fulfilled the conditions, yet if it ££. 
Thv will. give me the wisdom I need , because 
God has a lready promised, "if any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, that Slveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it 
shall be given him. But let : him ask in faith, 
nothing wavering. For he that waver eth _ia 
like a wave of the sea driven with the wina 
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and tossed. For let not that man think that 
he shall receive anything of the Lord." 
Jame s 1 : 5-7 . 

Therefore, the prayer of reception is 
based on claiming a Bible promise; for in 
this type of prayer, "We must ask for the 
things that He has promised." — Education , p, 
258. Also in this type of prayer, we have 
the assurance, "The conditions met, the prom- 
ise is unequivocal." — Ibid . 

The author of the book "Education" quotes 
Mark 11:21; before the statement, "We must ask 
for the things that He has promised." So the 
full quotation is as follows: "In the prayer 
of faith there is a divine science; it is a 
science that everyone who would make his life- 
work a success must understand, Christ says, 
'What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall 
have them.' Mark 11:21;. He makes it plain 
that our asking must be according to God's 
will; we must ask for the things that He has 
promised, and whatever we receive must be 
used in doing His will* The conditions met, 
the promise is unequivocal," — Education, pp. 
257,253. 

"Believe that ye receive" is the basis 
of the prayer of reception. We have three 
wonderful and astonishing quotations from our 
favorite author which build on this Scripture. 
They teach us that we have a perfect right to 
offer a prayer of reception in the present 
perfeot tense. They follow: 

1. "... for any gift He has promised, 
we may ask; then we are to believe that we 
receive, and return thanks to God that we 
have received." — Id., p. 258. 

2. "So we may ask for these blessings, 
and believe that we receive them, and thank 
God that we have received them." — Steps to 
Christ , p. 5l (Army and Navy Edition,), 

J, "We are to trust in His promises. 
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When, we come to Him in faith, every petition 
enters the heart of God* When we have asked 
for His blessing, we should believe that we 
receive it, and thank Him that we have re- 
ceived it. ' — The Desire of Ages , p. 200* 

In both the books, Steps to Christ" and 
"The Desire of Ages" the author put the word 
"have" in italics for emphasis. This agrees 
with the beloved disciple John who cried out 
as the Holy Spirit burned in his heart: "We 
know that we have the petitions that we de- 
sired of him. 11 I John 5:15. This disciple 
was not alone in this divine unction. The 
gospel writer Matthew heard Jesus Himself 
declare, "And all things, whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall recieve ." 
Matthew 21:22. 

For years these, and other similar state 
ments of Scripture, were fuzzy to us, until 
we came to learn that this kind of receiving 
prayer — the prayer of reception — Is based on 
claiming Bible promises; for Jesus made clear 
"If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you 
ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you." John 15:7. It was in this 
connection that Jesus promised, "Whatsoever 
ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will 
give it you , . . ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be full." John 16:23,214.. 
Therefore, the kind of prayer we are dealing 
with mainly in this book — the prayer of re- 
ception — is based on claiming specific Bible 
promises, after fulfilling their conditions. 

The author of the book "Education" makes 
this very clear when the following statements 
are made: "How to exercise faith should be 
made very plain. To every promise of God 
there are conditions. If we are willing to 
do His will, all His strength is ours. What- 
ever gift He promises, is in the promise it- 
self. 'The seed is the word of God.' Luke 
8:11. As_ sur ely as t he oak I s_in the acorn, 
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§o_surely„i_3 the. gift of God in His promise^ 
If we receiv e the promise, we have the gift. 
—. Education , p. 253. 

Again and again the author of the book 
"Education" emphasizes that this kind of 
prayer is based on claiming a Bible promise: 
^For pardon of sin, for the Holy Spirit, for 
a Christlike temper, for wisdom and strength 
to do His work, for any gift He has promised, 
we may ask; then we are to believe thstt we 
receive, and return thanks to God that we 
have received. "-~ Id. , p. 258. 

"We need look for no outward evidence 
of the blessing. The gift is in the promise, 
and we may go about our work assured that 
what God has promised He is able to perform, 
and that the gift, which we already possess. 
will be realized when we need it most, - ~Ibid . 

This book, therefore, is written to en- 
courage our faith as we claim Bible promises, 
having first fulfilled their simple conditions, 
and having determined that the answers to our 
prayers will all be used unselfishly to ad- 
vance the cause of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
the earth. 

The author of this book strongly urges 
the reader to secure his ten lessons on The 
Prayer of Reception". Also "The Study Guide 
to the Prayer of Reception", a 200 page book; 
and "The A B C's of Bible Prayer" containing 
twelve sermons by the author. These deal 
thoroughly, though not exhaustively, with the 

divine science" of claiming Bible promises. 
We also suggest you secure our book "God's 
Promises Solve My Problems", a 320 page, hard 
cover book of classified promises for almost 
every imaginable time of need. You may secure 
them either through your Book and Bible House, 
or directly from G. A. Coon, Route 1, Roan 
Mountain, Tenn. 37687. ($3.50 each.) The 
book "Youth Prays— God Answers" is intended 
primarily to stimulate the faith of those who 



7 



read, to go farther with God and find a ful- 
ness in Christ never before experienced. 

Because some of the experiences we re- 
late in this book border on the fantastic, 
we want our readers to know that every chap- 
ter is true. Every experience is factual-^- 
not a mere composite. Names and places have 
been, in some instances, substituted, to keep 
confidences, or for other important reasons. 
The conversational quotes are not intended 
to give a verbatim, word-for-word reproduction, 
but are as nearly the exact words and thoughts 
expressed as veracity can make them. 

What you read here has been checked, and 
in some cases double checked, to make sure of 
its truthfulness* What God has done for 
others, He can do for you I 

Much of the emphases in the quotations 
are our own. 

The Author. 
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FOREWORD 



"Answers Like Dominos" 

I was seated in the office of one of the 
leaders of our church, discussing the manu- 
script I had placed in his hand. What is now 
titled "Youth Prays — God Answers" was origin- 
ally titled "The Prayer of Reception". 

I was charmed as this man of God shared 
one personal experience after another of 
prayer answers which he had receive'd from 
the hand of God immediately after reading our 
manuscript. I will give you only a brief 
sketch from memory of what he shared with me 
that day. 

He said, "Glenn, my wife and I read your 
manuscript together as we traveled across the 
continent. As you know, we had received a 
call to the General Conference, and had list- 
ed our home on the West Coast. for sale. We 
were unable to purchase a home in the Takoma 
Park area until we sold our home in the West. 
The real estate broker had announced, that, 
the market being what it was, he could not 
promise to sell the house in the foreseeable 
future, and would therefore release us from 
the listing contract since we were in an emer- 
gency. We had to settle in the Takoma Park 
area before I could meet over-seas appoint- 
ments already set up. These appointments 
would keep me away for months. We recognized 
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that we could not be out of the States for 
these many months without having first sold 
our home in the West. 

"So in this critical situation in which 
we found ourselves, we decided to follow 
minutely the science of prayer as outlined in 
your manuscript. I went to Takoma Park to 
take care of pressing problems connected with 
my new work, and my wife returned to the West. 

"In a matter of about three days, the 
house had sold. I was notified to return im- 
mediately and sign the sales contract. Prom 
then on, answers came thick and fast. We 
were able to meet appointments like clock- 
work. So I know this science really works." 

With a holy joy he exclaimed, 'Glenn, 
we did not receive just one or two answers to 
prayer. Actually, the answers came like dom- 
inos." Then he opened one of our favorite 
books entitled "Steps to Christ," by E. G. 
White, and read the following statement: "So 
we may ask for these blessings, and believe 
that we receive them, and thank God that we 
have received them." p. $1 (Army and Wavy 
Editi on ) . 

This book, together with the ten lessons 
and their "Study Guide" on "The Prayer of Re- 
ception", constitute what we term "a pilot 
program. During the coming months we hope 
to smooth out any wrinkles in all of these 
works and then perhaps publish all through 
one of our publishing houses. In the mean 
time we solicit any additional instruction, 
criticism, or material which you, the reader, 
feel might strengthen this program. 
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INTRODUCTION 



God Wanted This Book Written 

"Three weeks ago," began a lady whom we shall 
call Mrs. Nyder, "I had lost all hope. My faith 
had grown weak, and I was miserable. I was ready 
to give up everything. The problems of life were 
crushing me! I was caving in! 

"Then you came. You brought God's message to 
my needy soul. As the meetings progressed, faith 
began to spring up anew in my breast, and hope's 
lamp was lighted. Now I am happy in Jesus. Every- 
thing has changed. I owe it all to you as God's 
Instrument . 

"When I heard the other day that you were 
praying for a financial loan on the book you were 
ready to send to press, I talked to the Lord about 
whether I should be a part of your project. I fi- 
nally promised Him that if, by the following eve- 
ning when I went to the meeting, you did not have 
the money, I myself would take my money out of sav- 
ings and loan it to you for the publication of the 
book." 

And that is exactly what happened. We had 
gone to the church on the night referred to. As I 
walked into the vestibule, my wife, who had pre- 
ceded me by a few moments, called to me and whis- 
pered, "There is someone here who wants to see you 
about making a loan on the book." 

I was excited! thrilled! I got the name and 
had the song leader page her for me. Within a mat- 
ter of moments, Mrs. Nyder and I met, and I heard 
her make this heaven-inspired offer: 

"I want to loan you part of the money needed 



11 



for the publishing of your book," Mrs. Nyder began. 
Later, when my wife and I went to visit Mrs. Nyder, 
we learned that she was taking her last penny out 
of savings that she might be a part of this soul- 
winning project — the publication of "YOUTH PRAYS — 
GOD ANSWERS" . 

To us, it is delightfully refreshing to trace 
events from as far back as seven or eight months, 
when my wife and I were asking God to show us where 
He wanted us to hold meetings during the fall, win- 
ter and spring of 1967-1968. The promises we often 
claim for guidance as we look forward to the future 
are: 

Isaiah 42:16: "I will bring the blind by a 
way that they knew not." 

Proverbs 3:5, 6: "In all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall direct thy paths." 

Psalms 32:8: "I will instruct thee and teach 
thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide 
thee with mine eye." 

James 1:5: "If any of you lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him." 

As we were asking, believing and claiming some 
of these precious promises last fall, we felt im- 
pressed to make a long distance telephone call. It 
was to St, Helena, California, the area where Mrs. 
Nyder lives. Of course we never dreamed at that 
time that there was a Mrs, Nyder there. But God 
knew all the time. He knew that Mrs. Nyder, and 
other discouraged hearts, needed a message of as- 
surance that God wants to instruct every soul in 
the way he should go. God wants to guide everyone 
with His eye. He is eager to give wisdom to His 
troubled children. 

As we called St. Helena we talked with our 
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old-time friends, Pastor and Mrs. Harold Brown. We 
explained to them that the president of the North- 
ern California Conference had been wanting us to 
come to his field for revival services; that on 
several occasions he had contacted us, but up to 
now we had been unable to respond to his invita- 
tion. However, we had promised him that should we 
be able to come at a future date, we would let him 
know. So now we were calling our good friends the 
Browns, so they in turn would notify the pastor of 
the St. Helena church — who had years before invited 
us for a series of meetings with him. — that we were 
now available. Thus one event led to another, and 
now we were holding the long-planned meetings in 
the St. Helena church. 

It is thrilling to us to ponder how the very 
lady, Mrs. Nyder, who had been so discouraged, was 
to be the one who would loan us a sizeable sum of 
several thousand dollars for the publication of 
the book "YOUTH PRAYS— GOD ANSWERS"! (May we add 
parenthetically here that when Mrs. Nyder offered 
to loan the money to us , we immediately offered in 
turn to give her, not merely our note, but also 
security, in the form of a Deed of Trust to some 
property we own which is worth more than the money 
she has so kindly loaned us.) 

"I do not want any security," replied Mrs. 
Nyder, almost insulted that we should offer it. 
But then as we explained to her that in case any- 
thing should happen to my wife and me, she should 
be protected, she understood and permitted us to 
do business in a business-like way. 

Another interesting fact we learned was that, 
before Mrs. Nyder was impressed by the Holy Spirit 
to be a part of our project in the publication of 
"YOUTH PRAYS— GOD ANSWERS" , she had planned to take 
a much-needed vacation with her elderly mother. But 
now all the money saved for that purpose was being 
loaned— even the half dollars and quarter dollars 
she had so carefully stored away in two little cans. 
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When we exclaimed that we hesitated to accept her 
vacation money, Mrs- Nyder answered with a sweet 
and confident smile, "That is all right. God will 
take care of that in His own way." 

Not merely was the loan of Mrs. Nyder antici- 
pated by our heavenly Father long months before we 
met her, but other miracles by which we were able 
to publish "YOUTH PRAYS— GOD ANSWERS", along with 
a companion book "STUDY GUIDE TO THE PRAYER OF RE- 
CEPTION", were equally planned for In advance by 
our Lord. 

Let us share with you some of these provi- 
dences so you will know, with us, that God wanted 
this book published. The first relates to our se- 
curing a Cadillac car, which in turn made it pos- 
sible for us to sell our V.W. for enough more cash 
so that we were able to mail another $1,350 to the 
publishers. This is how the Lord worked it out: 

Dr. Alvin Dougan, who with his charming wife 
had invited us to be their guests in their private 
upstairs apartment during our Napa and St. Helena 
series of meetings, asked me one day if I would be 
willing to go and visit a patient or two of his 
down in Oakland — one patient at least, being a 
rather famous personality. 

With a young alcoholic friend, whom we shall 
call Jim Tonwag, Dr. Dougan and myself, we started 
for Oakland. We made the trip In Dr. Dougan's 1954 
Cadillac. We had not gone very far before I began 
to admire this car — almost mint perfect. I had 
felt for some time that it was not fair for me to 
use my V.W. Variant for such heavy duty work as to 
haul a trailer around. Yet I could not, I felt, 
afford a new larger car. But here was an old car, 
yet a big one and a good one. I thought out loud, 
"If only I had a car just like this, it would sat- 
isfy my needs in our evangelistic travels." Dr. 
Dougan later told a friend that he overheard me, 
while riding on that trip, praying, "Dear Lord, 
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please give me a car just like this one." 

As Dr. Dougan, Jim and I arrived at the Mer- 
rltt Hospital in Oakland, we made the visits and 
returned to his car. Just as we were ready to 
move out of the parking area, we spied a 1954 Cad- 
illac, driven by an eighty-four-year-old gentleman, 
Mr. Rosenberg. 

"Excuse me, Dr. Dougan," I exclaimed," but let 
me out for a moment." I heard Dr. Dougan and Jim 
laughing at me as I ran over to the elderly gentle- 
man and his 1954 Cadillac. 

"Is this the Cadillac that was for sale?" I 
Inquired pleasantly. 

Not expecting to hear such words from a total 
stranger, Mr. Rosenberg sort of growled back, "No!" 
His tone had a finality that should have caused me 
to have uttered a little apology and run back to 
the car I was supposed to be in all the while. 

But I could not apologize. Something spurred 
me on and I asked pleasantly again: "Would you 
consider selling it?" 

With a somewhat more pleasant tone in his 
voice the elderly gentleman asked, "What will you 
give me for it?" 

Very nobly I replied: "I wouldn't think of 
placing a value on your property." 

As If persuing a new, yet pleasant train of 
thought, the gentleman continued, "Would you give 
me $500 for it?" 

"Could I have your name and address, please 
sir?" I inquired, stating that we would call on 
him later. So I jotted down the information — Mr. 
William Rosenberg, 1850 Alice St., Oakland, Cali- 
fornia. 
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On our return trip to Napa, Dr. Dougan and Jim and 
I talked about this quick answer to prayer. We de- 
cided that since this was Friday afternoon it might 
run us too close to the Sabbath hours to visit the 
elderly gentleman that day, so the Doctor volun- 
teered to take us down the following Sunday. 

Before we started Sunday, Dr. Dougan, himself 
a knightly gentleman, called Mr. Rosenberg, asking 
if Sunday would be satisfactory, or whether any 
such business would interfere with any religious 
principles. Receiving a negative reply to the 
latter question, we were on our way to Alice Street 
and a multimillion dollar retirement home for Sen- 
ior Citizens. We walked into this plush home, in- 
quired for Mr. Rosenberg, and came to the conclu- 
sion that any car that was owned by an occupant of 
this palatial home must be in almost perfect con- 
dition. 

The question in our minds before we made the 
trip was whether the car would be worth the full 
$500. Jim had suggested we cut the gentleman down 
to $350 or perhaps $400. 

To this I replied, "Jim, we must take our re- 
ligion into our business. We must practice the 
Golden Rule. If the car, without doubt, is worth 
the $500, then we should, without doubt pay that 
sum. If the car is not worth this amount, then 
that is a different matter. I mention this be- 
cause sometimes we expect God to answer our prayers 
without realizing that there are conditions to an- 
swered prayer, and one of these conditions is that 
we practice the Golden Rule. 

Jim was not a professed Christian. In fact, 
before we made the trip to Oakland that Sunday, 
Jim, Dr. Dougan and I had gone to look at another 
old Cadillac right near the doctor's home in Napa. 
It was priced at $250. Jim, a one-time car sales- 
man himself, decided that he would show us how to 
get the price of the car down. So as we looked at 
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this old car Saturday night, Jim suggested to the 
gas station operator that he check the compression 
on the car, and then give a false report to the 
owner. By so doing the owner would doubtless ac- 
cept a lesser figure for his car as the test would 
prove it not worth the asking price. 

Later I explained to Jim that a man of the 
world might feel that this is a shrewd way of doing 
business, but it has no part in the Christian's bus- 
iness dealing. "The Golden Rule forbids it, Jim," 
I began kindly. "I am not chiding you for your ac- 
tions. I am merely explaining to you that as a 
Christian I could not resort to these methods. Nei- 
ther will I Jew down the old gentleman tomorrow on 
his 1954 Cadillac if it proves to be worth the 
price he is asking." Jim gave grudging assent, but 
in his heart I am sure he felt I was too naive. 

The 1954 Cadillac proved to be almost mint 
perfect. The paint, the chrome, the tires, the 
motor, the interior — everything about it, even the 
radio, was almost perfect. 

A day or two later I told one of the pastors 
where we had meetings that I had purchased a 1954 
Cadillac in answer to prayer. 

He teasingly replied, "You will not be able to 
sell your Volkswagen, and then you will probably be 
forced to take a substantial loss on the Cadillac!" 



But not so. The V.W. sold for a good price. 
And the very day it sold we mailed through to the 
publishers all the cash received for the car which 
was exactly the amount the publishers required. 

Dr. Dougan enjoys relating this miracle ex- 
perience to his patients. I have related it twice 
In as many churches. I desired our people to know 
that what our favorite author states about God's 
guidance is true, and how others have claimed God's 



17 



guidance in even the small details of life. 



"To Moses faith was no guesswork; it was a 
reality. He believed that God ruled his life in 
particular; and in all its details he acknowledged 
Him." — Education , p. 63. So if we will observe the 
conditions to prayer, including the Golden Rule, we 
may expect God to guide us in every detail. How- 
ever, had we been greedy, or had our request been 
made to satisfy the desire for luxury, this could 
have been a completely different matter. But our 
request was made that we might be able to publish 
the book "YOUTH PRAYS— GOD ANSWERS", as well as 
another book entitled "THE STUDY GUIDE TO THE PRAY- 
ER OF RECEPTION", and still own a car that would 
meet our needs. 

About this same time, a professional friend of 
ours in Southern California, learning we needed 
funds with which to defray the expenses of publi- 
cation, sent us a sizeable check as a loan. We 
gave him also our personal note, and security in 
addition. 

So, as you read these works, you will rejoice 
with us in the knowledge that God wanted these 
books published. He wanted them published that 
souls might be won to Jesus. He wanted them pub- 
lished so that our youth, as well as those older 
in years, might be inspired to launch out in the 
grand business in which all heaven is interested. 

Yes, God is in business. The angels are in 
business. The Holy Spirit is in business. And 
all who love God are in business too. The business 
is soul-winning. That business is lifting up the 
blessed crucified, risen and soon-coming Saviour. 
It is crying out, "whosoever will may take the wa- 
ter of life freely." 

You can imagine how thrilled we are to share 
these experiences with you, our readers. How won- 
derful is our Lord! We feel somewhat like the 
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little girl in Alabama whom we shall call Ellen. 
Little Ellen had prayed and prayed for a bicycle. 
She had told Jesus she would use the bicycle mostly 
in missionary work, like enrolling folk in the 
Voice of Prophecy Correspondence Courses. When, in 
a thrilling and unexpected manner, her prayer was 
answered, she ran into the house, knelt with her 
mother and thanked her Lord for the bicycle and 
for His wonderful love. In sharing the experience 
with us, Ellen closed it with these words: "I hope 
Jesus comes while I am still a little girl, because 
I would love to sit on His lap and feel His face." 

Some day we shall see the face of Him who so 
freely gives us all things needful to win souls; 
that is, when we ask, believe, and claim. 

As an added thought regarding what God prom- 
ises His children, we would like to share with you 
the following poem which hangs on the wall of the 
home of our gracious hostess: 

WHAT GOD HATH PROMISED 

God hath not promised skies always blue. 

Flower-strewn pathways all our lives through. 
God hath not promised sun without rain, 

Joy without sorrow, peace without pain. 

But God hath promised strength for the day, 
Rest for the laborer, light on the way; 

Grace for the trial, help from above, 
Unfailing sympathy, undying love. 

— Anon 

My wife, who has labored so earnestly, even 
into the small hours of the morning, typing, cor- 
recting and editing this work, has fallen on her 
knees with me, dedicating this little work to our 
youth everywhere. May it inspire to "unfailing 
sympathy, undying love" for souls out of Christ; 
md for those also who are bruised and buffeted by 
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the enemy until the last spaxk of hope seems quench- 
ed. May the A, B f C's of the prayer of reception 
work for other young people, and their elders, even 
as it has worked for those whose experiences are 
revealed in this work. This is ;he dedicated pur- 
pose of this book. And may you, the reader, cry 
out with us— "YOUTH PRAYS — GOD ANSWERS"! 

The Author 
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Chapter 1 
WANTED ! 
ROBERT JAMES BABCOCK i 



HE SHERIFF'S car rolled into the 
driveway of The Mountain School, 
Whimsted, Washington. Kathryn 
Breadwell, a teacher, was busily 
engaged in her teaching, but then 
chanced to peer out of the window of the "Big 
House", as it was called, just in time to see 
Sheriff Hart Kiplinger get out of his car, 
walk briskly up the front walk and knock at 
the door. 

Sheriff Kiplinger had responded to an 
all-points-bulletin for the immediate arrest 
of Robert James Babcock, age seventeen, of 
Costa Mesa. The authorities were aware of 
the fact that Bob had at one time been a 
student at The Mountain School; that an emer- 
gency appendectomy had forced him into Gen- 
eral Hospital, and that his stay at the 
school had been abruptly terminated. Now the 
authorities were checking to make sure of his 
whereabouts. 

Bob was not a hardened criminal; however 
h e was moving in that direction rapidly. In 
Edition to the more common habits of smok- 
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ing and drinking, Bob had had a few flings 
with some of the mind-affecting drugs. He 
had been involved in gang fights. He had 
terrorized the neighborhood. He had either 
thrown rocks or fired shots through the 
windows of homes and passing cars. He had 
been involved in violent disagreements with 
his ailing father, besides at least one car 
theft and problems which involved girls he 
had dated. 

Even before this sickening experience of 
rebellion and havoc, Bob's conduct had been 
far from satisfactory while he had attended 
the Costa Mesa church school. There they had 
'dismissed him as a "rotten apple" which was 
rapidly contaminating the whole barrel. 

The authorities knew that it was about 
the time Bob was dismissed from the Costa 
Mesa church school that he had been admit- 
ted to The Mountain School, a new school just 
opening under the leadership of R. W. Hollis- 
ter and his wife. 

The Hollisters had known Bob when he was 
still in the church school. It was because 
of their eagerness to salvage him that, know- 
ing his past, they still consented to his be- 
ing admitted to The Mountain School. He was, 
with the rest of the students, entering this 
new school to become a part of a big, loving 
family. The atmosphere of sympathy and under- 
standing would create a fellowship opportunity 
that Bob had been deprived of ever since his 
parents had been divorced. Bob had been 
farmed out to different homes since then and 
had not known the love and security that a 
home atmosphere provides. 

However, before long the faculty at The 
Mountain School was to be sadly disappointed 
in Bob's behavior. In spite of the fact that 
the teaching force had taken Bob into their 
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very hearts, he was unresponsive. He sulked. 
He was belligerent. He disobeyed almost 
every rule. He continued the very type of 
life he had started earlier in the church 
day school at Costa Mesa. In spite of this, 
the faculty was so eager to salvage Bob that 
they forgave him repeatedly. They ^gave him 
chance after chance to change his way of 
living. 

Some of the faculty, including Kathryn 
Breadwell, spent so much time counselling Bob 
that it seemed their very health was at stake. 
Hours which should have been devoted to rest 
and sleep were spent instead in exhaustive 
counselling sessions with poor Bob, trying 
to persuade, to inspire him to a higher for- 
mat of thinking, and to a nobler life. 

It seemed everyone had failed. There 
was no change. 

After multiplied attempts to salvage Bob, 
covering a period of months, the faculty 
felt forced to the decision to let him go. 
Even as they voted to dismiss him, some of 
them wept as they called Bob to the "Big 
House" to announce to him their decision. 

What a picture of contrast I There were 
heartbroken faculty members on the verge of 
tears; and there, too, stood Bob— belliger- 
ent, with lowered eyebrows and drawn face. 
When the decision was read to him, he grunt- 
ed, "I just want 0UT"1 

However, as the faculty members began to 
tenderly explain that they did not want to 
have him go, but that it was the only thing 
they could do, Bob's attitude began to change 
a little. He began to see that he was about 
to lose the only real home he had ever known. 

Although he had not been grateful nor 
responsive, The Mountain School had been good 
for Bob. He had learned something of love 
and affection and had come to know many won- 
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derful Christians. All of a sudden, the 
stark truth dawned on him that it was soon 
all to be lost. His dearest friends on earth 
had done all they could and he was about to 
lose them all. Where would he go from here? 

As the dreadful truth actually dawned 
upon his conscious mind, he sat and gazed at 
the floor, reliving the good times he had 
had in that wonderful atmosphere. Tears be- 
gan to flow from his eyes. Then he cried 
openly, unable to control himself. He sob- 
bed as he pleaded with these dear faculty 
members to give him just one more chancel 
He promised and vowed that he would never 
again cause them trouble or heartache. 
Would they forgive him and extend mercy just 
this one more time? 

I shall not soon forget what happened 
that night. I have worked with young people 
in colleges and academies in various parts 
of America, but never have I heard of any- 
thing as dramatic as what happened that 
night . 

As the members of the faculty looked in- 
to that pitiful face, and listened to that 
pleading voice, they could not refuse for- 
giveness. It took just a moment to take a 
vote, when as one man, the members of the 
faculty voted to give Bob another chance. 

Though Bob wanted to stay, the faculty 
were even more anxious to have him remain. 
Wonder of wonders! What a school! How like 
our Lord who never tires of forgiving the 
wayward ! 

It was only a matter of days however, be- 
fore the high hopes and sincere faith of the 
faculty were to fall crashing to the ground. 
It was painfully clear that the old Bob was 
stronger than the new; and desire as he 
might to do right, he was a captive of his 
old nature, his old rebellion, his old life. 



It was then that the last ray of hope for Bob 
seemed to be disappearing on the horizon. 

Bob knew better the next year than to re- 
quest admission to The Mountain School, and 
so enrolled in the public school in Costa 
Mesa and lived with his grandmother for a 
while . 

Here he plunged deeper into his wild life 
of sin. His father evidently felt that this 
was due to the permissive attitude of the 
grandmother, so decided that Bob must come 
to live with him in Sacramento. Here he 
would make sure that Bob "toed the mark". 

The father had evidently lost his touch 
with his boy and had not realized how far he 
had gone in rebellion; for when he tried to 
discipline his son, he found no sign of re- 
sponse. Instead, the father found his boy 
belligerent to the point that he feared Bob 
might turn on him physically. 

The father was stunned! In exasperation 
he ordered Bob out of the house. In a fit 
of rage Bob left with just the clothes he 
wore — nothing more. 

After all the conflict subsided, Bob 1 s 
father began to reflect: What would become 
of his boy? How far would he go before the 
law would restrain him? All of the worst 
possibilities loomed up in his mind. It was 
then that he asked the police to issue an 
all-points-bulletin for his arrest. The 
father asked the police to place him in a 
detention home for boys until he was twenty- 
one. 

Before the police caught up with Bob, he 
had slipped into his grandmother's home in 
Costa Mesa when she was away, forged her 
name on a check, cashed it, and was on his 
w *y to a "high old time". 

Although he now had money in his pocket, 
he realized that now he had absolutely no 
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one to whom to turn. His father had kicked 
him out; he had stolen from his grandmother; 
and the school had dismissed him. Worse 
than this, he feared that his father might 
send the police after him. 

He was miserable. Now he had no friends 
at all. He became desperately lonely. Fond 
memories filled his mind. He remembered the 
"good old days" at The Mountain School. How 
he wished he had kept his promises to them 
and had been willing to receive the help 
they so kindly offered. If he could only re- 
turn there, what a difference it would make I 
How he longed for his friends at The Mountain 
School . 

Finally he resorted to more deception. 
He would go to The Mountain School and ask 
them to let him stay there for just a few 
days. He would tell them that he had been 
suspended from the public school for those 
few days and would they mind if he stayed 
there as a guest until the time of his sus- 
pension was over. The more he thought about 
it, the more he liked the idea. 

So he headed straight for the mountains 
of Whimsted. He was thrilled at the sight 
of the mountains of the State Park, In spite 
of the fact that he was now a fugitive from 
justice, the very thought of once more really 
breathing the forgiving atmosphere of The 
Mountain School spurred him on "until he ar- 
rived at the school. 

This was home I How good it felt! But 
now what to do? He lingered around the cor- 
ner of a building where he would be sure to 
meet some of the faculty members. 

It was not long until one of them walked 
by. He greeted the teacher with a smile and 
told him his lie. True to the spirit of the 
school, he was granted permission to stay for 
a few days and was granted the privilege of 
using the lower bunk in Tom Larson's room. 
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Between the time Bob arrived on the 
school campus and the arrival of the sheriff 
about a week later, he was to witness first- 
hand an experience that could change his 
life. 

As Providence would have it, a group of 
students from La Sierra College, some nine 
hundred and fifty miles away, had just ar- 
rived on campus for an unusual series of 
meetings. These young people were teenagers 
and young adults in their early twenties. 
They came by truck and car. Some flew in 
with Dr. Fred Paulman, founder of the school, 
in his private plane. They had come there to 
share and teach seven lessons on "The Prayer 
of Reception' 1 . 

These young people had not come to mere- 
ly present the theory of "the prayer of re- 
ception", but without exception, each one of 
these individuals had experienced a thrilling 
new dimension of living through answered 
prayer. Each told of the change of life he 
or she had experienced as the result of this 
kind of praying. Their glowing faces and en- 
thusiastic voices declared that they had now 
found what they wanted. One after another 
they related how they had turned to one of 
the 3,573 promises recorded in the Word, and 
had ASKED, BELIEVED, and CLAIMED the promise, 
saying, "I thank You, Lord, I have received 
the answer to Your promise in this verse of 
Scripture". They cited two authorities for 
their procedure. The first was Matthew 21: 
22, "And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask 
in prayer, believing, ye shall receive." 

The second authority was taken from the 
book "Education", page 258. There it reads: 
' . . . for any gift He has promised, we may 
ask; then we are to believe that we receive, 
and return thanks to God that we have re- 
ceived". 

To make it easy to remember, the ABC's 
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of prayer were worded this way: 

A, is Ask — Matthew 7:7. 

B, is Believe--Mark 11:2k. 

C_, is Claim, or receive — John ll:kl. 

The students at The Mountain School sat 
spellbound as they listened, not to old peo- 
ple but to young people their own age, tell 
of an encounter with Jesus. They began to 
see that Christ's love is full, real, and 
personal. One of these promises is, "Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they be red like crim- 
son, they shall be as wool". Isaiah 1:18. 
Another promise indicated how this change 
can take place: "If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness". 
I John 1:9. 

The lessons taught, the experiences re- 
lated brought an atmosphere to The Mountain 
School that was almost heavenly. The very 
air seemed charged with an electric current 
of love, joy, hope and power. Hearts were 
broken! Confessions followed. Lives were 
changed! Excitement prevailed everywhere, 
but no fanaticism. The Holy Spirit had 
visited that quiet campus, hidden away in 
the outskirts of the great state park. 

With a joy that was contagious, students 
and faculty alike claimed first one promise 
of Scripture and then another. The young 
teachers from La Sierra College — called 
"panelists" — were drilling the youth in the 
truth that, "For any gift He has promised, we 
may ask," and, "The conditions met, the prom- 
ise is unequivocal". — Education, p. 2£8. 

"The promise is unequivocal" because 
"God is not a man, that he sould lie". Num- 
bers 23:19. 

But there is another factor in the cer- 
tainty of the promise that is not commonly 
understood by students of the Scriptures. 
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This is that each promise of God is "seed". 
"The seed is the word of God." Luke 8:11, 

Now what is the significance of our 
Lord's using the term seed"? We turn to 
God's other book, the book of nature, to 
find the answer. 

Rutherford Piatt, a prize winner in sci- 
ence, has declared that every normal apple 
seed contains three physical departments of 
an apple tree— -the trunk, two leaves, and 
roots. It would require, he declares, a 
powerful magnifying glass to see them, but 
the tiny, tiny tree is right there nonethe- 
less. 

When I first read this statement by Mr. 
Piatt in his book, "This Green World", pages 
25 and 29, I could, by faith, always from 
then on, see a tiny, tiny apple tree in every 
normal apple seed, and a tiny, tiny oak tree 
in every normal acorn. 

So, declares our favorite author : "As 
surely as the oak is in the acorn, so surely 
is the gift of God in His promise. If we 
receive the promise, we have the gift". — Ed - 
ucation, p. 2?3- 

This truth is repeated for emphasis, as 
follows: "We need look for no outward evi- 
dence of the blessing. The gift is In the 
promise, and we may go about our work assured 
that what God has promised He is able to per- 
form, and that the gift, which we already 
possess, will be realized when we need it 
most. "--Id. , p. 258. 

You see, friends, what science taught 
Rutherford Piatt, Ellen G. White received by 
divine inspiration and revelation. There- 
fore, scientifically, we have a perfect 
right to return thanks to God that we have 
received the gift if we claim a simple — but 
dynamic — Bible promise, and fulfill its 
equally simple — but essential — conditions . 
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So the drilling of texts and ideas went 
on. "What is 'A' in the prayer of recep- 
tion"? 

The answer came back, "Ask, Matthew 7:7''. 

"What is 'B' in the prayer of reception"? 

Again the answer, "Believe, Mark ll:2i|". 

"And what does 'C stand for"? 

A chorus of voices answered, "Claim, or 
receive, and return thanks that we have re- 
ceived. John llrLi-l". 

There was no question now but what Bob 
had found what he wanted. Never before had 
he understood the dynamics of this wonderful 
thing called "the prayer of reception" based 
on "Believe that ye receive", Mark 11: 2i+. 
Never before had he witnessed or been able 
to receive the love of God so broad, so 
strong, so intimate, so personal! 

That night as Bob climbed into his bunk, 
Tom Larson overheard him sigh in relief, "Oh, 
it's so good to be back home"! 

But the next day the sheriff came to take 
Bob away. 
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Chapter 2 
YOUTH PRAYS — THINGS HAPPEN! 




OB ARRIVED on the campus of The 
Mountain School on a Wednesday 
morning. The sheriff came to 
arrest him the following Tuesday 
morning. 

But so much had happened in those few 
days! God had spoken to Bob's heart, and he 
had responded. An indication of this was 
shown in the fact that he had called his 
grandmother and confessed his crime of for- 
gery and theft. He had apologized to his 
father for his rudeness. More than this, he 
had asked for and obtained victory over smok- 
ing and drinking and a variety of other bad 
habits. He had met Christ and what a change 
it had made! 

On the Sabbath between the above mention- 
ed days, Hugh James, the man responsible for 
training these young people, had come to be 
with the group. He noticed Bob sitting alone 
in the afternoon, deep in thought. En- 
gaging him in conversation, Hugh found that 
Bob was wondering how he might come back to 
liie Mountain School and make a new start. 
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His problem was principally a financial one. 
More specifically", he needed about eighty 
dollars a month. He would work off twenty 
dollars, but that still left a sizeable sum 
to be raised. Hugh took this opportunity to 
share with Bob a wonderful promise. He turn- 
ed to Philippians 1;:19 and read, "But my God 
shall supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus. " 

Bob saw the light! He believed. He be- 
lieved with all his heart — a heart that had 
responded to the invitation of Jesus; a heart 
that was full of appreciation to the faculty 
members for their love and kindness. For the 
first time Bob could understand what love 
really was. Prior to this he found it impos- 
sible to understand how the faculty members 
could love him when he was so mean. Wow he 
began to see what true love was, and he was 
thrilled with it! 

But all of a sudden the feared black 
cloud on the horizon was overhead. The sher- 
iff was there now to bring to a sudden end 
all of the new joys and possibilities that 
had flooded Bob's mind. 

The sheriff accompanied Bob to his room 
where he gathered up his few possessions. 
He then scribbled a hurried note to his room- 
mate, Tom: 

I've left a few things for you to keep 
till I return; but if for some reason things 
don't work out, use them for yourself. Don't 
forget to claim the Bible promises for me. 

"Sincerely, 

"Bob". 

With that, Bob climbed into the car, a 
new man in Christ Jesus — yet a prisoner of 
the State. This trip might be for a long 
time — in fact it could be several years. 

This event electrified the entire stu- 
dent body and the visiting students from La 
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Sierra College. Word spread like wildfire. 
Hardly had the car disappeared out of sight 
when little groups of students could be seen 
all over the campus, praying. They were ask- 
ing that somehow God would intervene and work 
the impossible. 

They expected great things. Had they not 
seen a miracle already? They had claimed 
I John 5:16 for Bob already — a promise for 
backsliders — and it had brought about a dy- 
namic change. Now they turned to another 
promise. This time they opened their Bibles 
to Proverbs 21:1, "The king's heart is in the 
hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: he 
turneth it whithersoever he will." 

This promise states that God can move on 
the hearts of men to do the thing they had 
previously had no intention of doing, — like 
doing a complete right-about-face. 

Specifically, the students were asking 
God to work upon the hearts of Bob's father 
and the authorities to have them understand 
that something had happened to Bob during 
the past week, and to impress them to drop 
the charges and allow Bob to return to The 
Mountain School. In addition to this re- 
quest, they were also asking God to provide 
means— at least eighty dollars a month — to 
defray the cost of his tuition. Someone, 
somewhere would have to volunteer to help 
to this extent. This was a large request, 
but with one accord they placed their fin- 
gers on the Bible promises and Asked, Be- 
lieved, and Claimed the promises. Then they 
thanked God that very moment, for answering 
their prayer. 

It was a glorious sight. Faculty mem- 
bers, youth, and children united their 
hearts in pressing their petition to God. 
All day long the spirit of prayer prevailed 
on the campus. Before students and faculty 
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retired for the night, another importunate 
prayer season was conducted. 

It must have been three or four days be- 
fore any word was heard from Bob. Then the 
telephone rang. The operator asked for 
Principal Ft. W, Hollister. It took just a 
few minutes for word to get around that a 
long distance call had come for the principal. 

"Who is it from"? the students were ask- 
ing. Anticipation ran high that it might be 
from Bob or from someone involved in their 
prayer request. 

It did not take long for the "Big House" 
to fill up with students. Eagerly they a- 
waited word from their principal. Soon he 
came into the room and with a broad smile on 
his face he began to tell them of the conver- 
sation. Bob's father had called. 

"What did he say? What did he say"? The 
students could hardly contain themselves. 

It was hard for Mr, Hollister to get a 
word in edge-wise. But finally he was able 
to speak. 

"Bob's father wants to know if there is 
a sponsor who will pay for Bob's tuition, 
should he be allowed to return. 

"I told him that I thought there was a 
sponsor, but that I would have to call him 
back when I was certain". 

There was a buzz of excitement that fill- 
ed the air. "I knew the Lord had answered 
our prayers", someone said. This was repeat- 
ed over and over again — even before it was 
actually known that a sponsor could be found. 

Mr. Hollister immediately called Hugh 
James at La Sierra College and told him of 
the developments. Hugh promised to go right 
to work on the problem and call back the next 
day. 

Again, all day long the students at The 
Mountain School claimed the promise of Pro- 
verbs 21:1. How they had even greater incen- 
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tive to press their petition. They were sure 
that God would find just the right person to 
finance Bob at The Mountain School. Bob's 
father had made it clear that he could as- 
sume no responsibility financially due to the 
heavy surgery bills he was having to pay. 

The next day Dr. Paulman called. Hugh 
James had contacted him and he had been able 
to arrange for several sponsors for Bob. 
They were now free to contact Bob's father 
and have Bob return to The Mountain School. 
What rejoicing there was that day in that 
little school! 

Mrs. Breadwell, in relating this experi- 
ence to me exclaimed, "To think that there 
are so many students who would love to come 
to The Mountain School but have no sponsor"! 
Then she added reflectively, "But that's 
where prayer comes in". 

The God who turned the Red Sea aside and 
made a way for His children in ancient days, 
had impressed Bob's father and the civil 
authorities. The great God who had moved 
back the overflowing waves of old Jordan, had 
moved on the hearts of individuals back in 
the Los Angeles area to sponsor Bob's tui- 
tion, I learned later that some of these 
sponsors were young people with very limited 
incomes. Isn't it wonderful how our God 
works to fulfill His promises to His repent- 
ant children! 

Professor Hollister tried for two days to 
call Bob' s father but he could not get 
through. Finally on the third day Bob's 
father called saying that their phone had 
been out of order and he was calling to find 
out if there was any word for him. 

"Yes, there sure is", Mr, Hollister re- 
plied. All of the arrangements are made. 
We're waiting for Bob now . 

The next day Bob and his father arrived, 
bag and baggage. His father was so appreci- 
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ative of all that the school had done for his 
boy and indicated that he had complete con- 
fidence in their authority and that what-ever 
they decided was best for Bob, he was in com- 
plete agreement. 

Although Bob had tried to remain coura- 
geous during the time since he had been for- 
cibly taken away by the sheriff, he had, also, 
found that his strength was not too great. 
He had begun to smoke again. But now here 
at The Mountain School among his friends who 
had experienced a revival and a reformation, 
he was beginning to see victory again for 
himself . 

"What's the best promise for me to claim 
for victory over my tobacco"? he asked one 
of the students, 

"How about Jeremiah 33:3"? his kind young 
friend responded. Together they turned to 
the text and read, "Call unto me, and I will 
answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty 
things, which thou knowest not." 

Say, that's great"! Bob responded. 

"And here's another text to go with that 
one. This one is found in Ezekiel 3&:26,27. 
Look at what it says: 'A new heart also will 
I give you, and a new spirit will I put with- 
in you; and I will take away the stony heart 
out of your flesh, and I will give you an 
heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my stat- 
utes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do 
them 1 ." 

"This Scripture is exactly what I_ need", 
said Bob. He thought of his dark and sinful 
past; of all his vain efforts to change his 
course of action, his thoughts and his ways, 

"That's what I must have— a new heart ! 
exclaimed Bob emphatically. He knew in his 
heart that this was going to be the answer — 
the only answer. With a new heart he could 
obey God and be successful. 
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At last he had found the way to real suc- 
cess. More than anything else Bob wanted 
what the Bible verse had promised. 

"Do you really want what God says He will 
give you, Bob"? his friend asked. 

"Yes, I do. I really do". 

"Then I have another verse to share with 
you. It's a kind of a super promise". With 
that the friend turned to Matthew 18:19,20 
where it says, "If two of you shall agree on 
earth as touching anything that they shall 
ask, it shall be done for them of my Father 
which is in heaven." 

"We are both agreeing that one of the 
great and mighty things you need is a new 
heart— an obedient heart. And since both of 
us agree, it makes it doubly certain that 
you will receive it", his friend continued. 

Then they knelt together and asked God 
to fulfill the promise He had made. They be- 
lieved and claimed the promise, and while 
they were there on their knees, the promise 
was fulfilled! Something happened that made 
Robert James Babcock a new man! 

"I have never so much as wanted one puff 
of a cigarette from that mement. I know 
these promises work. Praise God"! Bob's 
testimony was vibrant with feeling and pos- 
itive assurance. 

Bob now realized that there is no need 
that God will not supply; no longing that He 
will not satisfy; no habit of sin over which 
He will not give victory, and no sin that He 
will not forgive if we come in simple faith 
through the merits of Jesus our Lord. For 
with God nothing shall be impossible." Luke 

l ;37 • 

Bob had met Jesus. He had begun to know 
Him personally now. Religion and the way of 
righteousness were becoming attractive and 
meaningful now. Oh, how things had changed! 
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"From that point on, the school did not 
have a moment's trouble with Bob", confided 
Mrs. Breadwell. "He grows more sincere as 
each day goes by. Truly, we have seen the 
working of the Lord here. To see the com- 
plete change in a life like that is a thrill 
that can only be experienced. It is hard to 
put into words. The young people from La 
Sierra and their program of prayer were used 
of G-od to reach that heart. Prior to that 
time all of our efforts were in vain — we just 
could not get through to him. We're all so 
grateful and so happy for what has happened". 

It has been six months ago that this won- 
derful event took place. As I write these 
lines for this book, I felt I must check on 
Bob's progress. I'm happy to tell you that 
the report was, "Bob is just making wonderful 
progress, and finding renewed courage each 
day! The feelings of rebellion he entertain- 
ed for his father have all vanished. He 
feels now that his father was actuated only 
by the most unselfish motives in the way he 
dealt with him when he ran away from home". 

This is the difference prayer makes. 
Youth praying and working for youthl Isn't 
it wonderful! We are only seeing the begin- 
ning of great things that will yet take place 
to -Drove that there is a God in heaven that 
loves His children and delights to answer 
large requests unselfishly made. 

We are not suggesting that Bob will have 
no problems with himself in the future — far 
from itl Rather, we are saying that he now 
has the tools which, if he will, he may use 
to shape his character. Whether he is de- 
feated or victorious in the struggle, de- 
pends upon his alertness and determination — 
or failure — in using this wonderful science 
he learned at The Mountain School. 
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Chapter 3 
YOUTH'S ADVENTURES IN PRAYER 



ARRIVED on The Mountain School cam- 
pus at midnight. A guest room was 
waiting for me at the "Big House", 
Because I was very weary, I re- 
quested the privilege of sleeping 
in the next morning, which of course was 
graciously granted. 

However, as daylight dawned, something 
impelled me to get up and go to the cafe- 
teria. There I witnessed a fellowship be- 
tween faculty and students which was unique. 
In just a few minutes I felt a part of a big, 
loving family. 

While most of the faculty members eat in 
their own homes, one or two of them eat with 
the students on a rotation basis. That part- 
icular morning the faculty member present had 
volunteered to make the pancakes. It seemed 
that one of the students had done a poor job 
of making pancakes the morning before, and 
now the faculty member was going to "show 
them how it was done"! 

What a time we had that morning! Some- 
one had cleverly mixed some cheesecloth in 
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with the batter, and when the pancakes were 
served it was evident that the cook had not 
been too successful! There was much good 
humor evident that morning, and all enjoyed 
a good meal as well. I found the meals to 
be very tasty although many of the frills 
were omitted. The students looked healthy 
and seemed to enjoy their meals. There was 
a good spirit prevailing in every department 
of the school. No holier-than-thou attitude 
was to be seen anywhere. 

After breakfast I went back to the "Big 
House" and soon realized that something of 
special interest was absorbing the attention 
of the students. I saw them busily talking 
to each other and after observing for a while, 
I asked what the trouble was. 

I was told that Eddy, one of their fellow 
students, was told by his parents that he was 
going to have to leave the school that morn- 
ing. They told me how Eddy had begun to love 
The Mountain School, and how that after much 
prayer and Bible study he was preparing to 
be baptized at the next baptismal service. 
Row his parents had decided that Eddy was 
getting too much religion and it was time for 
him to come home. They did not want their 
boy uniting with this queer" church. 

The students were looking for a promise 
that they might claim to either change the 
parents 1 minds, or else to help Eddy, if 
taken back home, to witness to his new-found 
faith. 

When Eddy's parents arrived, he pleaded 
with them to let him stay. He tried to tell 
them what a wonderful school this was and 
how much it had done for him. In his attempt 
he was so emotionally involved that a few 
tears came to his eyes. But all his pleas 
fell on deaf ears. In fact, it made his par- 
ents only the more determined to remove their 
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boy from a place that was having such an in- 
fluence upon him 0 

The parents were determined, and it was 
not long until Eddy' s things were packed in 
the car and the last goodbyes were said. 
Again, faculty and students pressed their 
petitions to God, asking Him to intervene. 
They asked God to impress these parents and 
allow Eddy to return, if that was His will. 
If it was not, then they asked that Eddy be 
given words to speak and power to live so 
that the parents would be converted by their 
son's life and example. 

Before the week was over, Eddy wrote to 
his friends at the school. He told how he 
was enjoying his new-found faith and that the 
Lord was giving him courage to remain true to 
his convictions. "The preacher is coming 
over tonight and my parents think that he 
will prove me to be wrong. But I know what 
the Bible says, and I'm determined to live by 
it", wrote Eddy. 

A week later Eddy wrote again. He said, 
"Claim promises for me, and it may be that 
God will use me to convert the minister who 
is coming over again this evening to see me 
to try to persuade me to give up my new- 
found faith". 

Prominent, and leading out valiantly as 
a prayerband leader was Bob — this once trig- 
ger-happy, knife-wielding youth who just a 
few weeks earlier had been taken away by the 
sheriff. He was now a Bible-carrying, prom- 
ise-claiming firebrand. He knew what it 
was to have prayers answered. He knew, too, 
what Jesus in the heart can do to one's out- 
look on life. His life was infecting the 
lives of many other students. 

The entire student body reflected an a- 
wareness of the presence of 1 eavenly angels 
on tne campus. Even their singing was fired 
with enthusiasm. As I sat and listened to 
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them sing, I contrasted the music I heard 
with that of many other teenagers in other 
places I had held meetings. What a differ- 
ence I 

When I began to speak, the moment I an- 
nounced by text, pencils and notebooks came 
out. I shall not soon forget the earnestness 
and zeal these students exhibited in an at- 
tempt to memorize and practice the truths 
they learned. 

Soon it was time to ask for decisions for 
baptism. I had previously talked with Prin- 
cipal Hollister about the possibilities. "I 
think there may be two or three who will want 
to be baptized', he told me. You can imagine 
our surprise when fifteen young people in- 
dicated their desire to prepare for baptism 
when the invitation was extended. There 
were several more who indicated a desire to 
attend the classes but they were not sure 
that they wanted to be baptized at this time. 
Still others, who had already been baptized, 
wanted to attend just to refresh the truths 
m their minds. All were welcomed. 

As the week drew to a close, I invited 
any students who would like to, to write out 
their experience of the past week and give 
it to me as a souvenir of our time together. 
One young man wrote : 

"When we were told that it was time for 
the Week of Prayer, I could hardly bear the 
thought of having to sit through another long 
week of sermons and testimonies and prayers. 
But this has been a good week. A few things 
have changed in my life. I have had my first 
real experience in prayer. I've seen prayer 
answered. I'm interested in the Bible now. 
In fact, I might be a preacher myself some" 
day". 

I shared some of these experiences with 
the faculty. "This is worth a year's pay", 
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said one teacher. Incidentally, the teachers 
at The Mountain School have been giving their 
services free, except for board, room and 
utilities. Maybe this accounts in part for 
the unselfish, unstinted love and service 
these teachers render to their students. I 
think it is the nineth wonder of the world! 
For the most part, these are all highly-qual- 
ified teachers. Talk about people dying for 
a cause! — these teachers are living and giv- 
ing for a cause! 

The students are taught tnat God lives 
and loves and that He is interested in the 
little things of life as well as the large. 
They have experienced that God will answer 
prayer even in life's minor matters. I think 
of Linda, a young sixteen-year-old student. 
She wrote me a letter in which she shared an 
experience that illustrates this point: 

"I had studied hard for a Bible test we 
were to have. When we were ready to write 
the test, the teacher asked us to write four 
memory verses we were supposed to have learn- 
ed. I had memorized them and began to write, 
I wrote the first two out without hesitation. 
Then my mind went blank. I could not remem- 
ber a word of the other two. I decided to 
claim the promise of James li$ for wisdom. 
As soon as I opened my eyes I started writing 
and didn't stop until I had written all four 
memory verses. When I received my paper 
back, I noticed that the first two memory 
verses had several mistakes in them but the 
last two were word perfect. God is good! 
He answers the prayers of those who ask". 

Another student had a similar experience. 
This young lady was having trouble diagram- 
ing sentences for her English II assignment. 
"I sat and looked at the sentences for the 
longest time. I finally decided that this 
was just wasting time, so I asked the Lord 
for wisdom and claimed James 1:5 ■ Once again 
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I read the directions and looked at the first 
sentence. It was as if a curtain was pulled 
back. I began to see exactly what had to be 
done, and finished the assignment without any 
further problem. Prayer really works". 

God was answering all kinds of prayers 
for those students who came to Him in simple 
faith. One student had suffered severely 
with a bad back. One of the teachers was 
able to give him some relief by massaging it 
and twisting it, snapping it into place. 

"One day", this student wrote, "I was 
suffering unusually bad, I went to have the 
teacher give me some help, but found that he 
had gone off campus and would not be back all 
day. It hurt to sit, it hurt to lie down, it 
hurt to walk and stand, I was miserable. 
Suddenly I remembered the power that was 
awaiting my use through the medium of prayer, 
I remembered, too, that I could claim the 
promises of the Bible. 

"Not knowing which one to claim, I de- 
cided to turn to Matthew 7:7, 'Ask, and it 
shall be given you; . . 1 I put my finger 
on the promise and prayed, asking God to take 
away the hurt. When I finished praying I got 
up, but my back still hurt. Then I remember- 
ed that I had not thanked God for healing my 
back, I prayed again and thanked God for 
having heard my request and for having an- 
swered me, I got up from my knees and open- 
ed my books and began to study. It hurt just 
a little, but my heart was filled with thanks- 
giving. In a half -hour I had to leave the 
room to take care of an errand, and only then 
did I realize that I was completely free of 
pain. My heart overflowed with thankfulness.' 

The miracles of God's love were not con- 
fined to the campus. One of the students, a 
sixteen- year-old freshman, had a burden for 
her father. He had been brought up in the 
Adventist faith, but for a number of reasons 
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had become careless and indifferent. This 
had caused some friction in the home and 
Mother and Father had grown cool toward each 
other. The home was deteriorating. 

"I began to claim I John 5:16, 'If any 
man see his brother sin a sin which is not 
unto death, he shall ask and he shall give 
him life for them that sin not unto death." 
I asked my roommate to join me in claiming 
this promise for my father. Then I -wrote to 
my mother and asked her to join us in press- 
ing this petition to heaven for my father. 

"It seemed it was only a short time later 
that I received a letter from Mother stating 
that Father had surrendered his heart to the 
Lord afresh, and that all was so much hap- 
pier at home. Mother was thrilled. I was 
thrilled. And best of all, Daddy is now a 
vibrant Christian once again", she wrote. 

Tom Larson, the young man who had been 
such an inspiration to Bob while he was go- 
ing through his Gethsemane, had an outstand- 
ing experience. It was simple and involved 
an item not worth more than one dollar. He 
had an answer to prayer that involved the 
crown, or winding wheel of his watch. Just 
as the sun was setting one Friday evening, he 
noticed that the crown was gone. It had been 
loose for 3ome time, but he had always been 
able to screw it back on and keep his watch 
wound. Suddenly he realized it was gone. 
He did not know where to begin looking be- 
cause he did not know when it came off. He 
had worked all day on the boys' new dormitory. 
It could have come off then, or it might have 
fallen off just a moment before when he was 
crossing the campus, jumping over some of the 
mud puddles that had formed after the rain. 
He did not have any extra money with which to 
buy a new one. The Lord knew this. The Lord 
knew too, that he needed the watch to be on 
time for his many appointments, etc. 
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"So I prayed", Tom wrote, "and I claimed 
the promise of Matthew 7:7,8: 'Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for 
every one that asketh receiveth . . 

I asked God to help me find the crown, 
I told Him I believed He would, and then 
thanked Him that He had found it and asked 
Him to direct me to it, I went back to the 
new dormitory and began looking through the 
sawdust and sand on the floor. As I was 
looking my roommate came to join me. Togeth- 
er we looked. I told my roommate that God 
had answered my prayer, but I was just having 
to exercise faith in His promise. As I made 
my way to the corner of the building I saw 
something shiny lying in the corner. I went 
over to it and picked up my tiny crown! 

"I knew God would answer my prayer", Tom 
said, "but even so I actually jumped for joy, 
I was so grateful. God is so good! He ex- 
tends His grace, when we least deserve it," 

And speaking of God's wonderful grace, 
let us share the following experience with 
you. It is that of a young man before he 
had given his heart without reservation to 
Jesus. 

"During August of 1966 my brothers and I 
went to the beach. It was a bit chilly and 
no one wanted to get wet. But since we had 
come to swim I decided to be brave and jump 
in. I swam out past the breakers and soon 
found myself in calm water. I was having a 
good time out there in the Pacific all by 
myself. 

"Soon the waters became rough and I de- 
cided to go back in. But try as I might, I 
was being taken further out all the time. 
My strength was being exhausted and I knew I 
needed help. By this time I was so far out 
my brothers couldn't hear my shouts for help. 

"I knew I wasn't ready to die. I had 
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lived a life of sin, but I knew, too, that 
God loved me. So I prayed and promised God 
that if He would save me I would serve Him. 

"Somehow I remembered having heard my 
father read in the Psalms, 'Behold, the eye 
of the Lord is upon them that fear Him, upon 
them that hope in His mercy; to deliver their 
soul from death, and to keep them alive. . . .' 
Psalms 33:18,19. I prayed again. 

"The waves were getting bigger, and my 
strength was getting weaker. God had saved 
others out of times of trouble. I was now 
asking Him to help me. Promises of the Bible 
somehow came to my mind. I remembered Psalms 
3^:6,7: 'This poor man cried, and the Lord 
heard him, and saved him out of all his 
troubles. The angel of the Lord encampeth 
round about them that fear him, and deliver- 
eth them.'J 

"I knew the Lord could save me, I prayed 
again and swam with all my might toward the 
shore. It seemed a couple of waves were now 
helping me. Presently I found I was able to 
touch ground. Then I rested for a moment. 

"By this time my brothers could see I was 
in trouble, and they spurred me on, encourag- 
ing me not to give up even though they knew 
they could not physically help me. With one 
more mighty try I was able to make it to 
shore and fell exhausted on the ground. 

"I thanked God for what He had done for 
me, and have tried, to the best of my abil- 
ity, to keep my end of the bargain. I love 
the Lord and am daily thankful to Him for His 
goodness to me. Now I feel as did David 
when he said, 'I waited patiently for the 
Lord; and he inclined unto me, and heard my 
cry. He brought me up also out of an horri- 
ble pit, . , . set my feet upon a rock, and 
established my goings. And he hath put a new 
song in my mouth, even praise unto our God. 1 
Psalms 14.0:1-3." 
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It was thrilling to see how the faculty 
members put into practice what was being 
taught on the prayer of reception. Often 
folk who have matured find it difficult to 
learn something entirely new and put it into 
practice. But not so at The Mountain School. 
On more than one occasion I heard men and 
women — some with their Masters degrees — pray- 
ing in childlike faith and simplicity. Along 
with the students they asked, believed, claim- 
ed and returned thanks to God for hearing and 
answering their prayers. 

One such prayer involved the school water 
pump* It was obvious that something would 
have to be done to provide enough drinking 
and cooking water for the students and the 
faculty. We wanted to put in a new pump on 
a certain day, but the funds were not avail- 
able," wrote one of the faculty members. 
We decided to make this a matter of 
prayer. Even as we prayed, a further disas- 
ter frustrated our situation. The well caved 
in. We continued to pray, and before the 
week was over enough money came in to pay for 
the fixing and recasing of the well, as well 
as being able to install a new pump! The 
well-digger said that if the pump had been 
installed earlier we would have lost it when 
the well caved in. Now we have a good well 
and a good pump, God knew our needs before 
we did, and He supplied them in His good 
time , 

"We are so thankful that we can serve 
such a God", the teacher concluded. 

One of the teachers had a dramatic ex- 
perience in which she prayed for healing and 
God answered. She wrote the following 
account . 

"For three years I had been having prob- 
lems with high blood pressure. The work 
here at The Mountain School is a real mental 
and emotional strain, so this did not help 
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I 

my problem any— it only aggravated it. After 
learning the A, B, C's of prayer, I started 
praying for healing from high blood pressure. 
This problem had kept me upset for some time. 

"I claimed III John 2, 'Beloved, I wish 
above all things that thou mayest prosper and 
be in health, even as thy soul prospereth..' 
and Isaiah 26:3, 'Thou wilt keep him in per- 
fect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: be- 
cause he trusteth in thee.' 

"I prayed earnestly several times a day, 
using the A, B, C's of prayer. In two weeks 
I went back to the doctor for a checkup. My 
blood pressure was normal for the first 
time in more than three years, and I have not 
had any trouble since. I truly believe the 
Lord has completely healed me and He has 
given me peace of mind as He has promised." 

Truly the Lord is good to those who in 
childlike faith claim the vast resource of 
power and help that He has promised. 

I was eager to learn the reaction of the 
young people to a possible disappointment 
such as could have come to Tom had he not 
found the tiny winding crown to his watch. 

"We know", one of their teachers assured 
me, "that there are times when God must teach 
us a lesson in carefulness. Hence we pray a 
prayer of reception in the spirit of commit- 
ment. We also understand that God must 
teach us patience. Hence we do not become 
bitter when God chooses to answer our prayers 
in a way, or at a time, which we do not ex- 
pect". We can always know that He who spared 
not His own Son, but delivered up Christ on 
the cross for us (Romans 8:32), will freely 
give us all things that are for our best 
good. 
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Chapter 4 
SCIENTIFICALLY IMPOSSIBLE- - 
YET IT HAPPENED! 




COULD have rated the newspaper head- 
lines," began Peter Graham, a teen- 
age student at La Sierra College, 
"had 1 not learned the prayer of 
Jreception last week". 
La Sierra College is a liberal arts 
college, now a part of Loma Linda University, 
and both situated in an area that is sur- 
rounded by beautiful mountains near River- 
side and San Bernardino, California. 

You will remember that it was from La 
Sierra College that Hugh James and his group 
of young people came to bring the inspiration 
and instruction on the prayer of reception to 
The Mountain School. 

Now back to Peter, "I had made arrange- 
ments with some friends of mine to go hiking 
in the high Sierras," Peter went on, "but the 
weather turned bad. It rained, froze and 
then snowed. So my friends changed their 
minds and told me they were not going. But 
I went anyway. 

"I know I was foolish to go by myself, es- 
pecially when the weather conditions were so 
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bad", he said to the prayer class; "but I 
claimed a promise before I set out, and I 
guess that is what saved me." 

The Bible promise that Peter claimed was 
one that the class had used a few nights be- 
fore in behalf of a backslider. This promise 
impressed Peter so much that he decided to 
use it before going on his hazardous journey. 
It was the promise of I John £j:lo. Peter 
claimed the sentence that reads,". . . he 
shall ask, and he shall give him life ..." 

"After I had reached the top, I was walk- 
ing along a narrow, icy ledge when all of a 
sudden a gust of wind unbalanced me and I 
started sliding down a two thousand foot 
precipice" 1 

The class sat in rapt attention as Peter 
continued his story. "In an instant I slam- 
med against a huge rock some fifty feet down 
the mountain. Had there not been a cushion 
of snow against that rock, I would have sure- 
ly broken my neck or back, I had hit that 
rock with a terrific blow. 

"When I realized that I was still alive, 
I thanked God. Then I began to evaluate my 
position, I peered around the snowbank and 
realized that there was a sheer drop of about 
two thousand feet on either side of me. It 
frightened me for a moment, and I just sat 
there, too scared to move, I realized that, 
barring a miracle, there was not a chance 
that I would get out of that spot alive. 

"There was no one around to hear my cry 
for help, except God. It was then I real- 
ized what my need was, and I claimed a Bible 
promise to fill that need. I remembered 
James 1:5, 'If any of you lack wisdom, let 
kim ask of God, . . . and it shall be given 
him' , If there was one thing above another 
that I needed just then, it was wisdom. So 
I ASKED, and I BELIEVED that God would give 
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me wisdom. I CLAIMED that promise and then 
THANKED Him for having given me wisdom to 
know how to get out of that predicament. 

"But now what to do? Presently I was 
impressed to use my fingernails to dig 
through the thin layer of ice to make steps 
on which I could safely plant my feet and 
so get to safety 

"But my vision was very poor and I could 
very easily be digging steps in the wrong 
direction. But I prayed and believed that 
God would help me, and so I began to work 
cautiously, but diligently. My fingers be- 
came raw from chipping away the ice, but I 
kept on, believing that God was leading me 
in the right direction. 

"Presently I realized that the terrain 
was much more level, and I ventured to stand 
up. It was only then that I realized that I 
was back on safe ground. I looked back to 
where I had come from and was impressed how 
God had answered my prayer. Had I come up 
any other way than the way I had come, I 
would have worked my fingers raw in vain. 
This was the only route that could possibly 
lead to safety. And God led me in that path, 
I stood there and offered a prayer of thanks 
to God for His willingness to help me out of 
a predicament I would not have gotten into 
if I had used good common sense and stayed 
home . " 

A sigh of relief came over the class as 
Peter finished his story. They all agreed 
that his conclusions were justified, and 
rejoiced in God's love and mercy. 



As soon as Peter sat down, Dick Weaver, 
a college senior, stood to his feet to share 
his experience of only a few days earlier. 

"Semester exams have always been a head- 
ache to me," Dick began. This time I felt I 
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was not as well prepared for them as I should 
like to have been. I had studied faithfully 
during the semester, but due to circumstances 
beyond my control, I was unable to review for 
the exams I was to take the next day. 

"I went to bed, but I could not sleep. 
I rolled, tossed, and tumbled, but sleep 
would not come. Now I was faced with the 
realization that if I could not sleep, I 
would not have the alertness I so desperately 
needed in the morning. 

"Just then I remembered the challenge 
that had been given in the class on The 
Prayer of Reception. We had been told to 
take our Bibles, place our finger on a 
promise, and then Ask, Believe and Claim that 
promise, and God would answer that kind of 
prayer. 

"So I claimed the promise of Matthew 11: 
28-30, which says : 1 Come unto me . . . and I 
will give you rest 1 . That is exactly what I 
needed. Then I thanked God that He had given 
me the promised rest. 

"With that I turned out the light, climb- 
ed back in bed, and the next thing I knew it 
was morning, I got up and felt refreshed — 
unusually refreshed. I wrote my exams and 
made the best marks I believe I have ever 
made. There is no question in my mind that 
the Prayer of Reception is the greatest 
thing I have ever come across," Dick said in 
conclusion. 

Dick had grasped the promise of Matthew 
11:28 like a drowning man reaches at a straw; 
but he discovered it was, not a straw, but an 
anchor. (See Hebrews 6:13-19.) 

When Dick was through, other students 
testified to the God "that cannot lie" (Titus 
1:21, because it is "impossible for God to 
lie r ' (Hebrews 6:l8).for "hath he said, and 
shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and 
shall he not make it good" (Numbers 23:19)? 
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Alice Black was attending her first class 
that night Peter and Dick related their ex- 
periences. As they, along with other young 
people, told how God was answering prayer, 
Alice sat spellbound. 

"Could this be the answer to my_ problem?" 
thought Alice. She wanted so much to believe 
that it was, because she realized that she so 
desperately needed help. For, you see, Alice 
was a barbituate addict. Her problem bad 
been hounding her steps for years, and like 
a clever spider it had fastened its web 
around her until there seemed no way out. 

Unless one has gone through the experi- 
ence, or had a loved one involved with this, 
it is very difficult to imagine the torment 
that it brings to the heart. The bodily and 
mental suffering, the feelings of remorse 
and frustration combine to make life a weary 
and vicious circle without hope, without 
freedom and without the sweet fellowship of 
our Lord. In vain one cries out, "How long, 
0 Lord, how long?" 

To point up the seriousness of Alice's 
situation, I might tell you that her father 
is a medical doctor, and with all of his 
medical understanding of the problem, he had 
been unable to bring her release from the 
habit. He recognized what it was doing to 
her and, try as he might, pray as he did, and 
plead with her as he did, nothing changed the 
picture. Alice was "hooked 11 — and "hooked" 
good. 

I do not know whether Alice ever confided 
in a minister. Perhaps, knowing as she did 
the hopelessness of her condition, she was 
ashamed to tell anyone for fear that her con- 
fidence would be betrayed. She preferred to 
suffer in quiet desperation, alone. 

As Alice sat, listening to the students 
relate real answers to prayer — answers to 
real problems — her heart became strangely 
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warm. Confidence was once again awakened— a 
confidence that had lain dormant for such a 
long time. She compared herself and her con- 
dition with the vibrant youth and their mar- 
velous encounters with a real God* and His 
response to their prayers. She allowed her- 
self, very cautiously, to ponder the possi- 
bility that she, too, might have this kind of 
an experience. But just as hope began to 
rise in her heart, a voice seemed to say, 
"Alice, your case is hopeless. You have 
tried before — over and over again — and you 
have failed each time. You will never be 
able to give it up. You're hooked for life." 

But then as these young people, with 
faces radiant with victory, spoke, it seemed 
the possibility of personal victory might be 
hers too. Her heart beat wildly within her 
breast as she contemplated how different 
life would be — how happy she could be if 

only — . 

The moderator of the class announced that 
it was now time for them to divide into small 
groups. about 6 to a group, and put the lesson 
of the evening into practical use. Each 
group was led by a panelist. Alice found 
herself in one of these small groups. 

"Now we are going to select the name of 
one individual, a backslider. Then, conform- 
ing to the seven great laws of soulwinning, 
we will work together with the Lord to re- 
claim that particular backslider", he said. 

Alice watched and listened carefully as 
they were instructed to take their Bibles 
and place their fingers on a specific prom~ 
ise and claim it for that specific person. 
The panelist quoted from "Education", page 
258, "For any gift He has promised, we may 
ask; then we are to believe that we receive, 
and return thanks to God that we have re- 
ceived. " 

A specific name was chosen for whom 
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prayer was to be offered. Oh, the confidence 
the panelist displayed that this individual 
would return, regardless of his waywardness— 
his utter abandon of the way of right. Just 
to hear that kind of faith expressed was a 
real balm to Alice's heart. 

"Now we will open our Bibles and turn to 
I John %:16 and place our finger on the text 
and then put into practice the A, B, C's of 
Bible prayer. We'll Ask, Believe and Claim 
the promise for the individual mentioned. 
Then before we rise from our knees, we will 
thank God that we have received, in embryo 
form, our request," the panelist instructed. 

Alice felt a surge of faith as she, with 
six other young people, knelt to pray with 
op3n Bibles. How wonderful it was to be in 
the presence of the God of heaven 1 

Alice would not permit herself to burst 
into tears before the group. She wanted to 
give vent to her feelings, but wisdom re- 
strained her. It might provoke some ques- 
tions, and she did not want to have to ex- 
plain to anyone. She kept her face as serene 
as possible throughout the entire ordeal. 
After the prayer season was over, the classes 
dismissed and Alice made her way to her car 
as quickly as possible. 

"This will work for me"! she said, once 
in her car and away from the ears of others, 
"it's going to work for me. I know it is. 
God is no respecter of persons, and I am go- 
ing to take Him at His word," she mused, 
more excited than she had been in a long 
time . 

When she arrived home, she lost no time 
in opening her Bible to Matthew 11:28. Oh, 
how sweet that promise sounded, "Gome unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden^ 
and I will give you rest." 

"That means me," thought Alice, "I'm 
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included in that verse. I need rest— rest 
without drugs." 

Palling on her knees with the Bible open 
before her, Alice asked — she asked God to 
fulfill the promise. Here was One to whom 
she could open her soul. He would not break 
her confidence, neither would He break His 
word. Jesus had promised, "Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass 
away" (Matthew 2h:35h 

As Alice prayed, she found herself 
breathing a prayer of confident faith, "Lord, 
I do believe. Now I claim the promise You 
have given. Thank You, Lord, for having 
given me victory." 

It was so very simple. Yet it had work- 
ed for others. It must work for her too. 

Three weeks later I heard Alice relate 
what had happened, "After I prayed, I climb- 
ed into bed and turned out the light. I fell 
into a sweet sleep and the next thing I knew, 
the sun was shining through my window! It 
was morning, and I hadn't had a single bar- 
bituate! I could hardly believe it! I went 
all day without any help from drugs. That 
night I repeated the prodecure. Once again 
I knelt down and claimed the promise. Again 
I slept soundly and woke up refreshed, I 
have done this now for the past three weeks, 
and I have had the most marvelous three weeks 
I have spent In the past number of years! 
It's marvelous! The greatest experience I 
have ever had! " 

She could hardly contain herself as she 
related her victorious experience. "God has 
not only given me physical rest; I now have 
spiritual rest, as well as that peace of mind 
that He alone can give. I love Him so much 
for what He has done for me," she concluded. 

After hearing the students tell their 
experiences of answered prayer, and thrilling 
to the experience Alice had just gone 
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through, I decided to record these in this 
little hook for the help they might be to 
others who are struggling with habits, or 
doubt, or fear, or whatever the problem might 
be. But I wanted to be absolutely sure that 
my facts were right. It is easy to over- 
extend the facts some times when the stories 
involve the supernatural. So I called Alice 
on the phone to double check again on the 
facts and to see how she was doing. 

"Would you permit me to tell your story 
in a book, Alice?" I asked. Alice readily 
agreed and thought this kind of a book would 
be a blessing to many. Then I asked the 
question that was really uppermost in my 
mind, "Now Alice," I said, "have you taken 
even one barbituate since the night you 
found deliverance?" 

Without a moment's hesitation, and with 
a burst of enthusiasm, she said, 'No, not 
one ! " 

One day later, as we were visiting with 
a doctor friend of ours, we related the 
story I have just told you. He listened 
very attentively, and when we were through 
he said, "That's wonderful! Amazing! Do you 
know that medical science still has not 
effected a cure for drug addiction? Yes, 
they have ways of helping a person, but this 
kind of a cure is foreign to medical science. 
In fact, it's impossible. Only God can give 
that kind of a cure!" he exclaimed. 

I was not sure that what our doctor 
friend had told us was really just the way 
he said. I was curious now to know whether 
other medical men felt the same as he. So I 
talked to another medical doctor friend of 
mine, I told him the same story we had told 
the first doctor. This doctor said, "No 
medical doctor would ever prescribe that 
procedure for a cure. The patient is liable 
to go into shock that could kill him. Only 
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the intervention of divine power could cause 
it to be otherwise," 

God did intervene in Alice's case, and 
wonderful have been the results of His bless- 
ings. Alice has now found a new life and 
has been sharing it with many of her friends. 
Her enthusiasm has been infectious, and now 
her father has joined her in attending the 
classes at which the prayer of reception is 
taught. His soul has caught the fire and in 
turn he is leading others to this new ex- 
perience. 

How marvelous and wonderful is our God! 
With David we can say, "Marvelous things did 
he in the sight of their fathers . . . 
Psalms 78:12. 

This same God is still willing and able 
to do marvelous things for us today if we 
ask Him, and fulfill the simple conditions 
outlined in His holy Word, 

Our Lord Jesus is waiting to give us all 
rest if we will only be responsive to His 
Holy Spirit. 
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Cha pter 5 

YOUNG DAVE STEWARD IN ACTION 




Y, BUT I'm hungry!" exclaimed Dave 
to no one in particular as he made 
hi s^ way through line at the cafe- 
teria. "This crisp ocean air cer- 
tainly gives a fellow an appetite." 
Wit.i a tray loaded with good vegetarian 
food, he made his way to an empty table, sat 
down, and after giving thanks for all his 
blessings, prepared to satisfy his hunger. 

As he ate, he glanced around the large 
dining room, noticing the neat arrangement of 
things. As his eyes wandered around they 
suddenly focused on a man sitting alone at 
one of the tables. He looked so forlorn and 
unhappy. Before him was a small bowl of 
cereal and a glass of milk. 

"He looks as if he doesn't have a friend 
in the world, nor a penny to his name " 
thought .Dave. "He looks utterly dejected.' I 
wonder if I could say something to cheer him 
up. 

As Dave ate he wondered about what he 
might say to this man. He had no idea how to 
approach him, so he decided to claim the 
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promise of James 1:5 for wisdom. Not knowing 
anything about the man's circumstances, Dave 
certainly needed the Lord's help in making 
the right approach. 

Thanking God for answering his prayer, 
Dave finished his meal and walked over to the 
table where the man was seated. With a smile 
he began, "Excuse me, sir, my name is David 
Steward. I'm a theology student at La Sierra 
College in Riverside . " 

The gentleman stood and offered Dave his 
hand. "I'm happy to meet you, David," he 
said as the two shook hands warmly. "I've 
been watching you, and wishing that my life 
could be as full of ambition as yours seems 
to "be. Won't you sit down, please?" 

When they were seated, Dave said, "Well, 
I've just found a new life in Jesus which 
has given me tremendous hope. If you don't 
mind, I'd like to share some experiences 
with vou," 

"Not at all," answered Dave's new ac- 
quaintance. "In fact, you may be the answer 
to a problem that needs to be settled in my 
own life. Go right ahead." 

As they talked together, Dave began to 
notice several interesting things about this 
man. In spite of the condition of his 
clothes, and the wan and hopeless expression 
of his countenance, his respectful conduct 
and verbal expressions were reflective of a 
rich cultural background. Further, his con- 
versation revealed the fact that Dave was 
speaking with a former Harvard University 
man ! 

Dave could not help wondering how a 
successful man like this, could deteriorate 
to this low level. "There must be a reason," 
he thought, "and maybe this is what he wants 
to talk about." 

Dave realized that this was a great chal- 
lenge, so again he prayed for wisdom and tact, 



61 



asking God to give him words to speak, words 
that would be "meat in due season." 

"Your story is very interesting, Dave/' 
the man said. "I wish I had a life with 
meaning to it," he went on. "I've got a 
problem. It seems I'm running away from 
something continually." 

Then in a very serious tone he asked, 
"Could I be running from God?" Before Dave 
could answer, he continued, shaking his head, 
"No, God wouldn't be calling after me. I'm 
just no good. I'm too rotten," 

There was a moment of silence and Dave 
took advantage of it. "You remind me of one 
of the great men in the Bible 7 the Apostle 
Paul, He called himself the 'chief of sin- 
ners' . He wanted to do right, but in his 
own strength and without God, he could not. 
But in the very next chapter, in the book of 
Romans, he speaks of finding a new life — life 
with the Spirit of God in control." 

The man said nothing. He was trying to 
grasp what Dave had just said. Dave con- 
tinued, "in the Bible, In the thirty-sixth 
chapter of Ezekiel, God says to you and me, 
'A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you . , . and cause 
you to walk in my statutes.' 

"In other words, there is nothing we can 
do but submit to God, knowing that He will 
accept us as we are. Then we will be renew- 
ed and do the things we should, not in our 
own strength but by the miracle of God' s 
grace and power." 

Very thoughtfully the man said, "You 
know, God has approached me twice before, and 
both times I have refused Him," 

With that the man stood to his feet, ex- 
tended his hand and said, "Young man, you'll 
never know what you've done for me. Thanks 
a lot. This has been another encounter with 
God! " 
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Ellen G. White has recorded this state- 
ment: "'If any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not, and it shall be given 
him.' Such a promise is of more value than 
gold or silver. If with a humble heart you 
seek divine guidance in every trouble and 
perplexity, his word is pledged that a grac- 
ious answer will be given you. And his word 
can never fail. Heaven and earth may pass 
away, but his word will never pass away. 
Trust in the Lord, and you will never be con- 
founded or ashamed, 'It is better to trust 
in the Lord than to put confidence in man. 
It is better to trust in the Lord than to put 
confidence in princes. ' "-- Testimonies, Vol. 
5, p. l\21* 

As Dave and his friend made their way to 
the door, Dave was thinking furiously how he 
might enhance the visit he had just had. 
Suddenly he said, "Would you like a little 
book I have which has helped me to find the 
way of hope?" 

"Why, yes," the man replied, "I would 
appreciate anything that might help me." 

"Good. If you'll give me your address 
I'll bring it over tonight, " Dave said. 

With that the man gave him an address of 
a hotel and told him he would look for him 
that night. 

Dave made his way back to his hotel room, 
and since the convention he was attending was 
about over, and the rest of the conventioners 
were going to a dance that night, he decided 
that he would enjoy visiting the old man 
again. So tucking his personal copy of 
"Steps to Christ" under his arm, he made his 
way to the address he had been given. 

It was a dingy hotel, not at all a pleas- 
ant place to live. He climbed the stairs and 
f ound the room that was indicated on his slip 
°f paper. He knocked, but to his sorrow, 
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there was no answer, "1 don't blame him for 
not staying in here," Dave thought to him- 
self. 

Taking out a piece of paper and his pen, 
Dave wrote his new friend a note, wishing him 
God' s blessing and inviting him to keep the 
book , 

Dave probably will never know in this 
life what effect his testimony has had on the 
man. But one thing Dave does know: without 
having learned how to claim the Bible prom- 
ises he would never have dared approach this 
man and share his experience. 

Dave made his way back to his hotel, and 
having nothing else of any importance to do, 
he turned on the TV and found a special CBS 
report on UFO' s. It was not long before his 
roommate returned. Noticing what was on TV 
the roommate said, "I've studied auite a bit 
about UFO 1 s. There sure are a lot of theo- 
ries about what they are and where they come 
from, aren't there? 

Dave recognized the possibility of shar- 
ing his faith again, but realized that he 
needed wisdom to know just what to say so as 
not to antagonize his new friend. Once again 
he claimed the promise of James 1:5 &nd asked 
God to give him words to speak. 

"Yes, there sure are," Dave said. "In 
fact, this report indicated that these 
objects are not only scientific, but have a 
religious overtone. 

A religious overtone, eh?" the roommate 
mused. "Say, Dave, you're a Christian. You 
know quite a bit about the Bible. What's 
your philosophy on this?" 

"Well, from what I have studied, 1 feel 
if there is anything to it, it must be the 
forces of evil using science to try to under- 
mine the forces of good." 

"I believe you might have something 
there, Dave. I've been doing a lot of think - 
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lately, and I've been of somewhat the 
same opinion." commented Dave's roommate. 
He took off his shoes and stretched out 

^i^^fifof the conclusion^ , L vj . come 

s iif^ 

HaV s wny I°m so deeply involved in this Red 
Cross convention. You must have a jl^Jjr 
r^n-r^ose or you would not have taken off time 
?rZ you? busy college activities to come as 

a de Da?fnodded, but before he could say any- 
thing! his roommate .continued ^But the one 
thins that bugs me is: why are we here any 
way? What arl we doing? And where are we 
headed? What's the purpose of ^ lf ® r T 
"Well, that's a pretty big order. I 
don't know whether I can completely answer 
V our questions or not, but I do know the 
Bible has some pretty definite things to say 
about these questions. Would you like for 
me to share them with you? |( 
"Sure thine. I wish you would- 
aITso with the roommate comfortably 

^rreSd for his B^ l e a n d opene^t. 

iTll °Se haTf definite p^pose in mind 
Ze Bible telle us that "he formed i to 
inhabited' Isaiah U5:l8. Genesis 1.27 says 
that nan was made ' in the image of God. 
ten was a happy creature, the masterpiece of 

^^lo^af he *e P t in close _ 

till ELSE, anfwnen he became the center 
of all his ideas and plans, he soon w"=» 
the place where it was natural for him to ao 
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evil and not good. If he were to remain in 
this condition forever, then, as you have ask- 
ed, what i_s the purpose of humanity in this 
world?" 

"But," Dave continued, "since God created 
man for a purpose, it was still His plan to 
fulfill that purpose and to bring humanity 
back from the ruin and degradation in which 
we find it today. You see, when God is again 
the center of each life, and every action and 
thought deals with serving others, then, and 
only then, can humanity have fulfilled its 
own, and God's purpose for it, in this 
world. " 

Dave's roommate had a thoughtful expres- 
sion on his face, "Dave, " he exclaimed, "I 
believe you've got something there! But tell 
me, how does man go about fulfilling this 
purpose? It's a natural thing for us to want 
our own way. In my work I see it every day. 
And it seems to be getting worse instead of 
better, " 

"Yes, I think you're right," agreed Dave. 
"Here ' s a verse that says much the same 
thing. " Turning to Jeremiah 13:23 he read, 
"Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the 
leopard his spots? Then may ye also do good 
that are accustomed to do evil." 

"God knew that man, in his sinful state, 
was incapable of choosing God as the center 
of his life in order to think and do good to 
others, so He had the prophet Ezekiel pen 
this promise over here in the 36th chapter: 

"'Then will I sprinkle clean water upon 
you, and ye shall be clean: , . . and a new 
heart also will I give you, and a new spirit 
will I put within you . . . and cause you to 
walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my 
judgments, and do them. 1 

"But, Dave added, "God gave man the 
freedom of choice. He compels no one to 
have this new heart against his will. As the 
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apostle Paul stated in his second letter to 
the Corinthian church, 'If there be first a 
willing mind' (II Corinthians 8:12). You see, 
it becomes a personal decision. Wo one is 
forced. Each man must decide for himself. 

"You've probably heard the expression 
'new birth experience 1 . This is the point at 
which a change takes place. The 'old man', 
or the natural man who tends to do evil, now 
changes as a result of having the 'new heart' . 
He now becomes a 'new man' whose thoughts and 
actions tend to serve God and his fellow man. 
He becomes a happy, obedient Christian and 
thus fulfills the purpose God originally in- 
tended him to." 

Dave closed the Bible and put it back on 
the bedside table. His roommate straighten- 
ed up and said, "Yes, I do believe you've 
got something there. I've tried to forget 
the entire problem because I could never 
come up with a reasonable solution, nor 
could I find anyone else who could. But 
you've given me something to think about. 
You've supplied a few of the missing pieces. 
Thanks so much." 

They both climbed into bed and turned out 
the lights. Just as Dave was about to fall 
asleep, his roommate said, "Say, Dave, do you 
have any reading matter on this subject? I'd 
like to go over this again." 

"Sure. Yes, I can send you something as 
soon as I get back to college. I'll get your 
address in the morning and send it to you 
just as soon as I can." 

"Good, I'll look forward to getting it. 
Goodnight." 

Dave felt good inside. He had been able 
to share his faith in Jesus with two individ- 
uals that day. It seemed that the Holy 
Spirit had somehow given him words to speak, 

"Thank You, Lord. Thank You, " Dave 
prayed as he was about to drop off to sleep. 
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Thtre was no question in Dave's mind that 
the prtyer of reception was a powerful too], 
in the hands of the Holy Spirit. It worked, 
and he was thankful for it. 
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Chapter 6 
AGNOSTICS AND DRUNKARDS TOO! 



LETTER for you, Dick," the mail 
carrier announced as he passed the 
open door. 

"Great 1 - Thanks a lot." Dick 
closed his book and reached for the 
envelope. He looked at the return 
address, and what he saw sent a twinge of an- 
xiety through him. It was from his friend 
Charles, a young man who had spent his Easter 
vacation with him at La Sierra College. 

Charles was an agnostic, and Dick had 
wondered on more than one occasion since that 
visit just how some of his answers had gone 
over with Charles. "But," he thought to him- 
self, "how do you answer a fellow who asks 
questions like: 'Why do you want to be a 
minister?' 'What can you give the world that 
a humanist can't? 1 " 

Dick remembered that he had told Charles 
of some personal answers to prayer in trying 
to answer these questions. He had told him 
of Dynamic Bible Living classes he had at- 
tended, and of some of the marvelous answers 
to prayer many of the students had experienc- 
ed. For a solid hour-and-a-half they had 
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bantered back and forth. He wondered if he 
abrupt° ken t0 ° pointedl y> or Perhaps been too 

With growing concern he opened the letter 
and began to read: 
"Dear Dick: 

"I have a strange feeling that I 
must write to you tonight. So here 
goes J It's about my visit with you 
over Easter, 

1 Tt was really a pleasure to 
talk with you, and the first time I've 
discussed religion in a long time. 
Since then I have thought about our 
conversation often. 

"But what I really want to say 
is that I admire you. Your dedica- 
tion to your convictions is some- 
thing I have rarely seen in any young 
person. ° 

Although I don't agree with 
your beliefs, stick by them. I'm 
sick of all the superficiality in 
young people like you. 

"In his book, 'You Can't Go Home 
Again', Thomas Wolf wrote, 'We in 
America are lost, but I believe we 
shall be found,' or something like 
that. Dick, I believe (and this has 
come to me recently) that there must 
be a God. This is something I really 
wasn't sure of at one time. But I 
want to find Him. I'm not sure how 
to do it. 

I detest salvation by works 
and despise fear as a motive for ' 
serving, or trying to serve, God." 
As Dick finished reading the letter he 
sensed a feeling of hope. He sensed also 
that Charles was searching for spiritual 
help, and felt that with God's help he might 
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be used to help Charles. He resolved to keep 
in closer touch with his friend. 

He reviewed again the visit he and friend 
Charles had had. He rehearsed in his mind 
the conversations and tried to think of any- 
thing that might have been left unsaid. He 
had merely witnessed to the experience he 
had had since he had learned the prayer of 
reception. He remembered the statement made 
in "Christ's Object Lessons", pp. 299,300: 

"Far more than we do, we need to speak of 
the precious chapters in our experience. , ♦ , 
No more effective means can be employed for 
winning souls to Christ." 

He had done his best. Wow God was doing 
the rest. Each day he remembered Charles in 
prayer, confident that the Holy Spirit would 
continue to have His way in his heart. 

Dick had another soul-winning problem now 
that was absorbing much of his time. He was 
worried about his buddy, Don, For years they 
had been very close to each other, but lately 
Don was "goofing" around and not realizing 
how it was affecting him or where it was 
leading him. "I wish I knew how I could help 
him," Dick thought as he lay on his bed, 

Dick and Don had been buddies through 
high school. They both played the trombone 
and had spent many pleasant hours playing and 
practicing together. Often they would get 
together just to "fool" together on their 
horns. 

During the summer they often camped out 
and hiked up the mountain trails. They skied 
together too and played ball — just everything 
two young fellows enjoy doing, 

Don lived with an uncle and aunt who had 
loved him as their own. He attended Sabbath 
school and church regularly, and was quite a 
likeable, straightforward young fellow. It 
was always nice to have him around. 

They had come to La Sierra College to- 
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gether and had both applied themselves dili- 
gently to their studies. But as the year 
progressed, Dick began to sense a change in 
Don. It soon became apparent that worldly 
influences were gradually and steadily creep- 
ing in and crowding out the high standards 
that had been a part of Don's character. This 
troubled Dick and finally he could stand 
it no longer and took the problem to the Lord 
in prayer. He asked God to impress Don with 
the direction in which he was going and ef- 
fect a change of Don is heart. 

As it often happens, some things seem to 
get worse before they begin to get better. 
This proved true in Don's case. Before the 
year was over he was no longer a student, had 
been fired from his first job, and was plan- 
ning to join the Air Force. Apparently very 
hopeless and forsaken, he felt he had nothing 
to lose. 

In the meantime Dick had joined a Dynamic 
Living Prayer class conducted on the college 
campus. The wonderful answers to prayer that 
were related by other college students gave 
him courage to pray the prayer of reception 
for his wayward friend. 

Although Don went ahead with his plans 
and took a four-year-hitch with the Air Force 
Dick was not discouraged. He was claiming 
the Bible promise found in 1 John 5:16, that 
God would give Don life. And "according to" 
his "faith" (Matthew 9:29) his prayer was to 
be answered, but not in the immediate future. 

Another school year was well under way, 
and most of the students were away for the 
New Year vacation, when Don showed up on the 
college campus. During his first month's 
leave from the Air Force he had decided to 
look up his old buddy and pay him a visit, 

Dick was delighted to see him. As they 
talked, Dick darted a silent prayer to heaven 
"Dear Lord, if I'm to help Don, and if it be 
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Thy „lll, Please let him stay with me to- 

nigh ll\f Dick had spoken aloud, Don said, 
-'I'm going'S spend Le night with my unci. 

* Q ^n+- but I'll see you again. It s so 
^od " be Sack home." And with that he was 

£ ° ne niok returned to his room and again claim- 
flri t he promise of I John 5:16. He also pray- 

i "Think You, Lord, for showing me how to 
6d ' Don about nis need of Thee. Thank 

You"^ g"mf the wisdom You have prom- 
inently-finished his prayer when a 
Hffhi- tan on the door was heard. Dick open- 
IttL Toor and there stood Don His first 
question was, "May I stay the night with 

y ° U? "You surely may, Don. Come on in!" As 
the two of them again began to reminisce 
about old times, Dick thought, God is cer 
tainly answering my prayer. 

Wnen it was convenient Dick said, Don, 
I'd like to tell you about a recent exper- 
ience I've had that's really dynamic. It 
has made Christianity comedo life for me. 
Would you like to hear it? 4 nt er- 

"Of course," Don replied, still inter- 
ested in his pal's plans. 

"You know," Dick said, "I used to think 
that cSist?anity was sort of a < mamby-p amby 
thins* but I've had a change of heart about 
it all. I've found something that's really 

SPea Then he went on to relate some of the 
thrilling experiences he and others had had 
in answer to the prayer of ^ception. 

Don was visibly impressed Y ™ ™* *? ot 
believe me, by the way I've ftot J* J**^ in 
he said, "but I've always been nt r ted in 
religion. But like Felix in the Bible, I 
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just never found the 'convenient season' to actually yield to it." 

Then Don shared some of his problems and struggles and 
how all of these frustrated him "Really, I'm quite discouraged. I'd 
like to know how to be a real Christian, Dick, but I'm so sinful. I 
don't think there's much hope for me anymore. How can God 
forgive a sinner like me?" 

Without saying a word in reply, Dick reached for his copy 
of "Steps to Christ" and shared a couple of passages with Don: 

"You long to be forgiven, to be cleansed, to be set free. 
Harmony with God, likeness to Him, - what can you do to obtain 
it? 

"It is peace that you need, - Heaven's forgiveness and 
peace and love in the soul. . . . You can never hope, by your own 
efforts, to secure it. But God offers it to you as a gift ... It is yours 
if you will but reach out your hand and grasp it." 

Then Dick read from the chapter entitled, "The Privilege of 
Prayer," "Steps to Christ," p. 49, dealing with conditions to 
answered prayer. 

Then from the book "Education," page 258, he read: "For 
the pardon of sin, for the Holy Spirit, for a Christlike temper, for 
wisdom and strength to do His work, for any gift He has promised, 
we may ask; then we are to believe that we receive, and return 
thanks to God that we have received." 

Dick turned to Don and asked, "Wouldn't you like to claim 
this promise for forgiveness, right now? I'll help you." 

Don agreed, and so the two of them knelt together with the 
Bible opened to 1 John 1:9, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." 



At first Don found it hard to ask for forgiveness and 
cleansing. But when he let the Holy Spirit take charge, he was 
thrilled. And the words, "I thank You for forgiving me," came 
from a sincere heart. 

As they rose from their knees, both young men had a 
deeper appreciation of the Bible and for the wonderful love of a 
wonderful Saviour. 

"I'm so glad I came to visit you, Dick. I know my life is 
going to be different as a result of it," Don said gratefully. 

"You're not half as glad as I am, Don. Let's determine 
now, that if we don't meet again here on this earth, we'll meet each 
other in heaven. O.K?" 

"It's a deal, Dick," and the two of them shook hands, both 
beaming with Christian happiness." 

Then there was Alicia, another youthful soul- winner and a 
member of the prayer class. Her enthusiasm and smiling face 
greatly encouraged the other members of of the prayer class as she 
related her experience in the Lord. A definite answer to prayer for 
her sister was just realized, and Alicia was bubbling over with 
enthusiasm. She wanted to share her experience. 

Alicia had been concerned over her sister June's lack of 
interest in the church. She virtually never attended. And lately she 
had expressed much doubt as to the validity of the Bible and it's 
account of the miracles. 

"It's ridiculous!" she told Alicia, "for anyone to believe 
that a sea could open up and make a path for people to walk 
through. It's just a fairy tale. You'll never get me to believe all that 
stuff in the Bible." 

At the first meeting of the prayer class, Alicia learned how 
to claim a promise for a backslidden church member. She was so 
impressed with all she heard that she decided 



to pray for this sister, claiming the prom- 
ise given in I John 5 ; 1&> "He shall ask, and 
He {God) shall give him life." 

One -week went by; then two. Twice a day 
and every night Alicia prayed for June. She 
loved her sister and wanted so much to see 
her enjoying a good Christian experience. 
Three weeks passed with no apparent sign that 
God was hearing her prayers. 

But Alicia never wavered or became dis- 
couraged. She had been taught that while 
God does not force the will, it is part of 
His wonderful gospel to free the will. This 
truth is taught throughout the entire Bible. 
When Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of 
Eden, Satan used a kind of hypnotic power 
over them. To give them hope, God promised 
to "put enmity" between Satan and the human 
race, Gen. 3 ; 15. This is one of the func- 
tions of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He promises, If the Son therefore shall make 
you free, ye shall be free indeed", John 8: 
36, "Forasmuch then as the children are par- 
takers of flesh and blood, he also himself 
likewise took part of the same; that through 
death he might destroy him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil; and de- 
liver them who through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage. " Hebrews 
2:1^-15, 

Jesus was sent "to preach deliverance to 
the captives; to set at liberty them that are 
bruised." Luke lj.:l8. Therefore, Alicia pray- 
ed a prayer of faith. She prayed in Jesus' 
name and by the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, supplicating the throne of grace for 
a backslider. Can it be that God will not 
answer the prayer He Himself has inspired us 
to offer? Is not the reason Satan trembles 
when he sees the weakest saint praying, be- 
cause he knows that "heavenly angels who ex- 
cel in strength" will drive him off the real 
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prayed for a hatred of my sins' and I re- 
ceived it. I have no more desire to use 
tobacco or drink any kind of alcohol since 
we prayed the prayer of reception the night 
you came. 

"I am overjoyed with this new way of 
life. It's wonderful to know for myself that 
God will answer prayer so quickly! I give 
my Lord all the credit for the victory I Mors 
than this, I'm going to share this wonderful 
experience and this new prayer life with 
everyone, wherever I go. 

May God continue to use you to share 
with many others this powerful approach to 
God. 

"Sincerely, 
"Lila" 

Lila became one of the most successful 
soul-winners we ever met. Many of her dear 
friends have testified that Lila is truly a 
victorious Christian. She continues to be 
victorious because she is constantly sharing 
her experience and thanking God for what He 
has done for her. 

Prom a hopeless drunkard to a gloriously 
happy Christian! What hath God wrought! 

The amazing thing is that He is waiting 
to do the same for you! Can you believe 
that? 

Let your faith go, and try it! 
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Chapter 7 
SWEETHEARTS AGAIN 




OM AND Evelyn Black were in trouble 
—serious trouble. Like many other 
ambitious young couples with the 
husbana seeking an education^ our 
_ Evelyn was the "bread winner , the 
silent partner, so to speak. 

Her work was of such a nature that it 
kept her secluded. She did not make many 
friends because she just never met many 
students. When Tom and Evelyn walked to- 
gether across the campus or attended the 
college entertainments, friends would stop 
and speak to Tom and practically ignore 
Evelyn. This unfair situation was giving 
her an inferiority complex, and was also 
weakening her spiritual life. „„„-,.««ri 
Hugh and Lucy James were quite concerned 
about the situation; so much so that tney 
and another couple met together to discuss 
what could be done about the unhappy re- 
lationship they observed developing between 
Tom and Evelyn. They concluded that £ ha t 
Evelyn needed was another job where could 
meet more people, or perhaps take some class 
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work so as to be exposed to the rest of the 
student body. 

But coming up with some suggestions is 
one thing; implementing them, quite another. 
Frustrated as to how to implement their 
ideas, and realizing it was next to impossi- 
ble, Hugh and Lucy decided to forget the 
whole matter. 

I wonder — did they ask God for guidance? 
Did they bring this young couple before God 
in prayer? Or was this a case of "leaning 
unto" their "own understanding", Proverbs 3: 

Hugh and Lucy may have forgotten Tom and 
Evelyn/ s problem, but God did not; for He 
says in Isaiah I;9:l5>l6> "Yea, they may for- 
get, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I 
have graven thee upon the palms of my hands." 

"He would have us understand how earnest- 
ly and tenderly His heart yearns over us in 
all our trials and temptations." — "Gospel 
Workers ", p. 210. 

God also says, "I will guide thee with 
mine eye", Psalms 32:8, And He did truly 
guide Tom and Evelyn again straight to Hugh 
and Lucy' s door. 

They had heard of the James' many fabu- 
lous experiences of answered prayer. Per- 
haps among these they might find a solution 
to their problem. 

As Hugh and Lucy shared their experiences 
and conditions of answered prayer with Tom 
and Evelyn, they also explained the differ- 
ence between presumption and faith. For one 
to claim Bible promises without fulfilling 
the conditions would be presumption. It 
would also be presumption for them to use 
the answer to prayer for selfish purposes 
instead of God's cause. An inspired writer 
states: "Whatever we receive must be used 
in doing His will. The conditions met, the 
promise is unequivocal." — Education" , p. 258' 
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After this discussion, the two couples 
r.ll on their knees before the open Bible as 
fell on J^\,£_ ist , s object Lessons", page 
Kf g9S 5hey claimed through Jesus Christ the 
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£ iP BlL a iE^; 19 and God they believed He 

t 7 '- A J* vnl t cage 51k. Then they 
T Aatimonies , Vol. page "Tho^u- 
dTd what "Steps to Christ" suggests. Thank 
God Sat we have received," page 51 Urmy- 

^Yf'ew^eks later Tom and Evelyn were 
seen strolling hand in hand across the wide 

COl ^ S Just a T?k1' sweethearts again," thought 
Lucy as she and Hugh were watching them. ^ 
"The Lord has surely answered our prayers, 

^"fwonlef It anything new has developed!" 
remarked Lucy. "Let's go ask them 

Evelyn was first to answer. The Lord 
doesn't want me to go downtown to work. He s 
iivtn me a job in the library for the su»ner. 
He wants me to go to college, and I have al- 
ready registered. Tom has a job too, one 
that can be fitted in around his classes 
when college begins this fall. 

Then came the most thrilling news of all. 
Tom was to receive three dollars an hour at 
a time when seventy-five cents was the usual 

Wag8 Thus had the Lord answered all their 
prayers of faith so Evelyn could go to col- 
lege. She made many friends with both stu- 
dents and teachers. u on ^ 
Evelvn and Tom were now supremely _ happy. 
As they walked about the campus, arm in arm, 
they reminded one of two angels walking on 
earth. 
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I think one of the most wonderful marital 
miracles was the one of which Paul Jones was 
a part. Truly God "worketh miracles among 
you-" Galatians 3:5. 

Handsome, keen-minded, and kind-hearted 
Paul had seemed to be one who would some day 
be an outstanding leader. With a devoted 
wife and four lovely children, he had every 
prospect of being a strong worker for the 
Lord. 

Then the devil stepped in with an over- 
whelming temptation. And Paul Jones began 
to slip spiritually. His young friends be- 
came concerned. A group of them met togeth- 
er to claim promises and to pray for him. 

"Dear Lord, we claim the promise of I 
John 5:1b. And according to this promise, we 
ask You to give Paul Jones life. We believe 
You are giving backslider Paul life, and we 
return thanks that You have given Paul Jones 
life. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

And was Paul Jones given life? Of course I 
When God says, "I will, He always keeps His 
word. "There hath not failed one word of all 
his good promise," I Kings 8:56. 

But it took time. Instead of Paul Jones 
turning his back and fleeing from evil, he 
became completely infatuated with the wife 
of a fellow church member. 

Content to be with each other, Paul and 
Delia were so blinded by the wiles of Satan 
that they left their families and went to an- 
other state. Paul actually appeared to be 
going from bad to worse, until some of his 
friends gave up all hope for him. 

Others decided they could no longer pray 
the prayer of reception in his case. Their 
faith wavered as they looked at appearances 
and not at the promise of I John 5:l6. Of 
them God said, He that wavereth is like a 
wave of the sea driven with the wind and 
tossed. For let not that man think that he 
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shall receive any thing of the Lord." James 

1:6, ?flul and Delia entered another country 
for a quick divorce from their former mates. 
t Win* together as man and wife, they both 
declared fo their saddened Christian friends 
that they never felt so near to God. The 
love they felt for each other, they said, 

WaS l do not know when I have witnessed a 
more apparently hopeless case. In spite of 
The hours I had previously taken to dissuade 
Paul from plunging into this life of sin 
this serious condition worsened so fast that 
some questioned me: "Why has this happened 
when we were claiming I John 5:1b? 

My answer to them was, "Keep claiming 

the promise," , 
Although the case of Paul Jones appeared 
utterly hopeless, not all who knew him de- 
clared it to be so. His faithful friends, 
Mary and Lynn, continued to pray, Lord, we 
return thanks that You have given Paul life 
according to the promise of I John 5: lb. 

With great faith in their heavenly Father 
they also opened their Bibles and claimed the 
promise in Genesis 3*1$, "I, will enm ^ 
between thee and the woman." Then they did 
as we are told to do in "Christ's Object 
Lessons", page lk-7 : "With your Bible in your f 
hands say, We "have done as Thou hast said. 
We "present Thy promise." . 

At least three times a day Lynn claimed 
both promises, and occasionally he added 
Isaiah 1^2:16, "I will bring the blind by a 
way that they knew not; I will lead them in 
paths that they have not known: I will ^ 
darkness light before them, and crooked things 
straight, ... and not forsake them. 

Although most of Paul's f riends consid- 
ered him as "incurable", Lynn would not give 
up. How could he when he had already re- 
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turned thanks to God that he had received the 
answer? 

His faith and confidence had so grown by 
this time that he even went so far as to say 
"I'll guarantee that Paul and Delia will not' 
stay together. The promise I'm claiming is 
Genesis 3 ; l5. It has never failed. That's 
why I can guarantee that Paul and Delia will 
not, can not, stay together! They may even 
marry, but they won't stay togetherl" 

Do you think Lynn was presumptuous in 
making such bold statements? Before you an- 
swer in the affirmative, let me share with 
you the following from S, D. Gordon in his 
work "Quiet Talks on Prayer": 

"One of the questions that is more often 
asked in this connection than any other per- 
haps is this : may we pray with assurance for 
the conversion of our loved ones? Wo ques- 
tion sets more hearts in an audience to beat- 
ing faster than does that, I remember speak- 
ing in the Boston noonday meeting, in the old 
Broomfield Street M, E, Church, on this sub- 
ject one week. Perhaps I was speaking rather 
positively. And at the close of the meeting 
one day a keen, cultured Christian woman 
whom I knew came up for a word. She said,'I 
do not think we can pray like that. 1 And I 
said, 'Why not?' She paused a moment, and 
her well-controlled agitation revealed in eye 
and lip told me how deeply her thoughts were 
stirred. Then she said quietly, 'I have a 
brother. He is not a Christian. The thea- 
tre, the wine, the club, the cards— that 
is his life. And he laughs at me. I would 
rather than anything else that my brother 
were a Christian. But,' she said, and here 
both her keenness and the training of her 
early teaching came in, '1 do not think I 
can pray positively for his conversion, for 
he is a free agent, is he not? And God will 
not save a man against his will. 1 
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Jack, But when she asked, "Honey, will you 
take me back?" Jack, quite cool and collect- 
ed, answered, "Well, I'll think it over and 
let you know, " 

Another problem.?" thought Lynn when 
Jack told him the next morning. "The Lord 
has surely answered our prayers, but if Jack 
won't accept it as such, what have we gain- 
ed?" 

Realizing that the Lord had placed upon 
him the responsibility of bringing hope to 
Jack, Lynn determined to learn and follow the 
seven laws of soul-winning. These laws also 
apply to counseling. 

He read in "Christ's Object Lessons", 
page llj.9 : "Personal effort for others should 
be preceded by much secret prayer, for it 
requires great wisdom to understand the 
science of saving souls," 

Still claiming the promises in I John $: 
16, Genesis 3:15j and Isaiah 1^2 :l6, Lynn now 
turned to James 1:£ and accepted the wisdom 
that was there for him. 

He knew he had to be extremely careful, 
because Jack had already stated, 'I don' t 
think I'll take her back." 

In the meantime Paul Jones, deeply re- 
pentant, wrote to his friend Hugh, who had 
also been faithful in claiming the promise 
in I John In a sad, lengthly letter 

he admitted his great wrong. He also said, 
"I am writing my wife Ardyth to ask her to 
take me back. " 

Lynn continued to visit Jack, trying to 
inspire him, with God's help, to change his 
mind and call Delia and tell her to come 
home . 

The next three weeks seemed a long time 
to Lynn while the Holy Spirit was working on 
the hearts of Jack and Ardyth. They each had 
a serious decision to make. The future of 
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Chapter 8 
MODERN DAY MIRACLES 
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E'LL NEVER be the same," were the 
words of Sue Winner when she and 
her hush and Frank came to visit me 
one day. They were rejoicing and 
praising the Lord for the miracu- 
lous answers to prayer He had given them dur- 
ing the past six months. 

Prank Winner had faced financial bank- 
ruptcy. He had had three business failures. 
He was without a job. The finance company 
was about to foreclose on his home. The 
utility bills were all in arrears. At times 
there was not even any bread in the cupboard. 
On top of all of these problems Frank and Sue 
were entertaining the idea of separation be- 
cause of incoiupatability . 

The picture had become so dark that Sue 
found herself in tears in church repeatedly. 
Things were at an impasse. Both Frank and 
Sue decided that it was impossible for them 
to live together under the present circum- 
stances. But "man's extremity is God's op- 
portunity. " 
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About that time Frank began to attend a 
□lass in the Prayer of Reception conducted 
by Hugh James at Angwin Hall on the La Sierra 
College campus. He was obviously frustrated, 
but Hugh treated him kindly. In fact Hugh 
cave Frank so much of his time that I tried 
diplomatically to encourage Hugh not to let 
oeople divert too much of his time from his 
college work, and also from the important 
oraver classes he was supervising. 

But it soon became evident that the time 
Hueh spent with Frank was beginning to pro- 
duce fruit. Never before, in his entire 
life, had Frank had an answer to prayer. Now 
he began to recieve answers — almost daily. 
It was just like a miracle! 

There was the time the water was turned 
off, as Sue told it to me: 

"A notice came one day telling us that 
the water would be turned off in five days 
if the bill wasn't paid. It was read and 
duly filed with all the other long-overdue 
bills. In all of our pressing problems it 
was soon forgotten. 

"Five days later when I turned on the 
faucet to fill the tub so I could do a wash- 
ing, no water came out. The very silence of 
that particular faucet, which had always 
played a drip, drip, drip, should have told 
me that something was wrong, even before I 
tried to turn it on. For now it was silent. 

"At any rate, I ran next door to find 
out whether they were having a water problem. 
No problem there . They had all the water 
they needed, so it wasn't a broken line. I 
decided to call the water company and find 
out what was wrong. To my chagrin they said, 
'We shut the water off. Didn't you receive 
the cutoff notice?' I told them I hadn't. 
Then something pricked my memory. I looked 
to make sure, and there filed neatly away 
among the unpaid bills was the notice, 
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the same. Our trust in our heavenly Father 
is growing by leaps and bounds." 

Then Sue told me of the time there was 
no bread in the house and no money to buy any 
But she found some oatmeal flour and what she 
thought was wholewheat flour, but later found 
it was buckwheat pancake flour. Then she 
found some dried yeast in the back of the re- 
frigerator that was over a year old, accord- 
ing to the expiration date. 

"It was all I had," Sue said, "and so I 
claimed the promise of philippians lj.:19 and 
decided to make some bread with what I had 
and leave the results with God. 

"I proceeded to make the bread dough. 
This was not the procedure I generally follow 
ed when making bread; but then, it seemed 
nothing was following its usual procedure 
these days, I watched the dough rise, fasci- 
nated with the fact that God was answering my 
prayer right before my eyes. 

"When the bread was done a more delicious 
loaf I never tastedf Truly God does provide 
as He has promised if we have fulfilled all 
the conditions He has laid down." 

But Frank and Sue were still faced with 
many problems. Many times Frank was ready to 
declare bankruptcy and forget it all. 

One day Prank came over to inquire of me 
what course he should follow. My answer was, 
"I have had many financial problems too, but 
as serious as they were, I did not have to go 
bankrupt. 1 always claimed Philippians l4.:19, 
'My God shall supply all your need. 1 " 

With a sigh of relief, Prank replied, 
"That's my answer, too." 

Later Prank claimed this promise, and the 
wholesome manner In which He asked, believed, 
and claimed by returning thanks that he HAD 
received, was most inspiring. Prank told me 
how he had knelt down, with his Bible open, 
and prayed in childlike simplicity, claiming 
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Philippians lj.:19. Then he had returned thanks 
to God that he HAD received a job. 

And, "bless his heart, after four long 
months of grinding trial, G-od gave Prank a 
job which averaged more than two hundred dol- 
lars take-home pay per week. Although the 
job is seasonal, and the pay isn't always this 
high, Prank and Sue have learned to trust 
their heavenly Father. 

At the time when Frank first got the job, 
a notice came saying that the finance company 
was going to foreclose on their house. Frank 
went to the finance office and was informed 
that he must immediately catch up on all the 
six hundred dollars that he was in arrears, 
or the house would be sold to the highest 
bidder, Frank told them he could now keep up 
the present payments of ninety-five dollars 
a month and also pay one hundred and five 
dollars on the delinquent bill. He offered 
to pay two hundred dollars a month for a per- 
iod of six months. But the finance company 
was adamant and wanted the entire amount NOW! 
All or nothing! 

Frank had Someone more powerful than a 
finance company working with him. Frank and 
Sue had claimed two promises from God's word 
concerning their home: Philippians i;:19, and 
Jeremiah 33:3, "I will . . . shew thee great 
and mighty things, which thou knowest not." 
They had knelt and asked, believed, and re- 
turned thanks that they HAD received their 
home. They had faith to believe that the 
finance company would not be allowed to fore- 
close on their home. But they had to do 
something quickly. Time was of an essence. 

Frank was impressed to go to the Veterans 
Administration office and lay his problem be- 
fore the man in charge. Then things started 
humming! The man called the finance company, 
took Frank's house out of their hands, and 
wrote Frank up a new contract with payments 
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of only one hundred and twenty-five dollars 
a month instead of the two hundred dollars 
Frank had offered to pay. 

This answer to their prayer had happened 
in a matter of moments. It was something 
that would ordinarily have taken months to 
complete . 

Truly, this is a story of modern day mir^ 
acles, demonstrating that God is ready and 
willing to do for His obedient and believing 
children "great and mighty things, which 
thou knowest not." 



Esther and Eli are happy for a good neigh- 
bor. Sometimes the Lord uses neighbors like 
Mrs. Garrison to bring answers to prayers. 
At least He did in this case. 

Esther was baptized and became a member 
of the Seventh-day Adventist church as the 
result of the prayers and efforts of members 
of the prayer class. With two small child- 
ren and expecting the third soon, it was in- 
evitable that a washing machine of some kind 
would have to be purchased. But they had no 
money. 

Mrs, Garrison, the good neighbor, heard 
about it, and went over to see Eli and Es- 
ther, saying, "Let's pray about it." 

Claiming the promise in III John 2, "Be- 
loved, I wish above all things that thou 
mayest prosper ..." Then they thanked the 
Lord for hearing them and awaited the answer. 

Later, Mrs, Garrison, passing by the 
College Market, was impressed to stop and 
read the ads on the bulletin board. 

"FOR SALE," she read, "NEW KENMORE AUTO- 
MATIC WASHER-DRIER . " 

She knew that Esther and Eli could hardly 
afford the old type washer, let alone one 
like this one; but faith was strong and she 
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was soon talking to the owner on the tele- 
phone . 

Yes, she still had it, and would be glad 
for them to see it. She was asking one hun- 
dred dollars for it. Mrs, Garrison explained 
the situation and plans were made for them to 
see it. 

Like most women, Esther was excited over 
the prospects of owning an automatic washer 
for the first time in her life I But when her 
eyes beheld it, she exclaimed, "Oh! What a 
beautiful machine! We could never afford one 
like this!" 

How the Lord must delight in opening the 
windows of heaven and showering blessings 
and happiness upon His children. The lady 
looked at Esther and said, "I've just been 
offered one hundred and fifty dollars cash 
for this machine, but I'm willing to let you 
have it for twenty-five dollars. 

"Did you say one hundred and twenty-five 
dollars?" Esther asked. 

"No, I said twenty-five dollars," 

Esther was so excited she was almost in 
tears, "Only God would do such a thing for 
me," she exclaimed. 

Eli was almost as happy as Esther. They 
paid the lady and then Eli immediately began 
to see about the installation. To his great 
dismay he discovered that the house had not 
been wired for the type of service they need- 
ed to operate the machine they had just pur- 
chased. 

This posed a real problem not easily 
solved. Eli began to wonder, "Wow, why would 
God do a thing like that? He allowed us to 
buy a washer we can't use!" 

Again the good neighbor came to the res- 
cue. "Eli," she said, "didn't I hear you 
talking about finding another house?" 

"Yes/' replied Ell, "we've been talking 
about it," 
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"All right," said Mrs. Garrison, 'we'll 
just ask the Lord for a house for you. 

A few days later Eli came home with some 
exciting news. He had found a house that he 
liked very much. There was only one thing 
wrong. The deposit was fifty dollars. There 
was something else that was not too good, 
either. The monthly rent was one hundred and 
twenty-five dollars, which he knew was too 
expensive for him. He had already anticipat- 
ed what Mrs, Garrison was going to say about 
this problem I 

His faith and confidence in God were 
growing. So this time when they knelt to 
pray, Eli sent up a prayer of his own. He 
prayed, "Lord, since You made the price of 
the washer come down, I know You can, do the 
same with the house. If it be Thy will, may 
the rent be lowered to be within our means? 

Back went Eli, thinking about that fine 
house and hoping and believing that he would 
occupy it one day soon. And God did for him 
just what He promises to do for all, 'Delight 
thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give 
thee the desires of thine heart," Psalms 37: 

The owner brought the deposit down to 
twenty dollars and said that the rent would 
be one hundred and five dollars a month in- 
stead of the original one hundred and twenty- 
five dollars. 

True it is that when we obey God's re- 
quirements, "God stands back of every prom-^ 
ise He has made. "-- Christ 1 s Object Lessons, 
P. 1U7. 



A very dear friend of ours, Dorothy 
Robison, wrote these words: 

"My daughter's school bill was high. 
Realizing that she could not take her nine- 
weeks' test until it was paid, I prayed and 
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claimed the promise, 'My God shall supply all 
your need.' Philippians lj.:19. 

"My husband and I dedicated our Income 
Tax refund toward this bill. We thought it 
would amount to one hundred and nineteen dol- 
lars, but we received only seventy-nine dol- 
lars. I was greatly disappointed, to say the 
least , but we managed to scrape together a 
little more money and the school allowed my 
daughter to take her tests, although the bill 
was not paid in full. 

"Last year I had performed some services 
for which I received a fifty dollar gift. I 
assumed that the same amount would be forth- 
coming for the same services this year. This, 
also, I had dedicated toward the school bill. 

"A few days ago I received a letter con- 
taining the gift. Instead of fifty dollars, 
it was only ten dollars. I was really dis- 
couraged, and shed a few tears. I know the 
Bible says we ought to 'leap for joy', Luke 
6:23* when trials come, but I was ready to 
leap in anger. There was bitterness, resent- 
ment and discouragement in my heart. 

"I said, 'Why, Lord, why? 1 I was not 
really accepting the trial which the Lord 
had allowed to come to me. I went around 
all that evening talking discouragement. I 
was discouraging everybody. 

"During the night I realized I was doing 
Satan's work, and I asked the Lord for for- 
giveness. A peace came over me, and I know, 
mentally at least, what it was to 'leap for 
joy' , The Lord took away the bitterness and 
discouragement. I didn't know where the 
money was coming from, but I felt that the 
Lord would provide, and with this I went to 
sleep . 

"The following day another letter came 
containing a forty dollar check. It said 
that a mistake had been made and this was the 
balance of the fifty dollars that was due me. 
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I then realized why the Lord had delayed this 
money in coming. He was testing my faith, and 
endeavoring to strengthen me. 

"I praised the Lord that the bitterness 
and disappointment had been taken from my 
heart before He supplied the need. The bill 
is still not completely paid, but I have 
faith that the Lord will supply the rest of 
the money, even as He has promised. I know 
the bill will be paid in^time for my daughter 
to take her final exams." 

Dorothy sent me this postscript a tew 
days later: "Not only has the Lord provided 
for the payment of the old school bill, but 
He has given my daughter a job for the sum- 
mer which will pay almost all of her next 
year's school bill as well! Truly the Lord 
has supplied all my need, abundantly, more 
than I could ask or think. Praise His name! 
Never again will I ever hesitate to 'leap for 
JOY' when trouble comes mv way. I know the 
Lord will see me through. ' 

Out of the depths of her experience, 
Dorothy has written a poem (which has been 
set to music), and gave us permission to 
share it with our readers. It follows: 

BELIEVE GOD' S PROMISES 

Do not fail nor be discouraged, 

As you walk the upward way; 
For the loving arms of Jesus 

Are about you as you pray. 
As you kneel before your Maker, 

Open now your heart to Him; 
Tell Him of your trials and sorrows, 

Ask Him to forgive each sin. 

Kneeling there in calm submission, 
Let your eyes toward heav'n look; 

Ask God's Spirit now to guide you, 
As you open wide His Book. 
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Tell Hin of you joys and pleasures, 
Tell Him of each trial and care; 

And then read each precious promise, 
He has written for you there. 

Thou art precious to the Saviour, 

On the cross He died for you; 
All your past mistakes are covered; 

Jesus' life hides them from view. 
He has promised to forgive you; 

He has covered every sin; 
He has promised life eternal; 

He has promised strength to win. 

Turn, and read each precious promise, 

And take courage now, anew; 
For this is the voice of Jesus; 

And it 1 s speaking now, to you. 
As you hear the voice of Jesus, 

You may claim each promise true; 
And then thank Him for the answer. 

He has written there for you. 

Ask, believe, and claim each promise, 

Knowing God will do His part; 
And you'll find a sweet peace filling 

Each chamber of your heart, 
God has given you the answer, 

Sing a song of praise and love; 
And when Jesus comes in glory, 

He will take you home above. 

--Dorothy Rob i son 
December, I960 
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STRANGER THAN FICTION 



tmpp TS an old adage that says, 
^ever underestimate the power of 
a „oman." After experiencing f^st 
hand the determination of.™"f 
■ f^ri:ve\hrre mi is 8 e"rthins B t 0 1 it. 
^iTere i^X"^-^^ 

Christ's kingdom call for dilig 
faithfulness." Again in Volume > „ t 

"Testimonies" pa* ^J^t^LW *• 
prayer, humility, ana e«u 
combined with God's help. 

Nina was a ^elt together to 

as she and her hu8 **£ *™ f ^ the Lord. She 
bring a serious Problem ^^^.^ whic h 
had Bibla pp«ed to Matajv^ 

says, "And all ye shall receive." 

ask in prayer, believing, y they 

^irSftfhe'a^yer of co^tnent, 
of course. 
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"Ho," Nina answered with determination, 
"this will be a prayer of reception." 

"But, Honey, Ken argued, we just can't 
tell God what to do. I know we need the 
money we would have gotten for this job, but 
one doesn't paint in a heavy rain storm. You 
know that I" 

"Yes, Dear, I know that you can' t paint 
while it's raining. But it isn't going to 
rain I Even if the weather forecast does say 
so, God can and will hold back the storm. 
So, let's ASK, BELIEVE , and CLAIM this prom- 
ise in Matthew 21 so we can also bring Mal- 
achi 3:8-10 before God. He means what He 
says in Mark ll:21j.. 'What things so ever ye 
desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive 
them, and ye shall have them,' doesn't He? 11 

Yes," Ken answered, still not fully 
convinced, but weakening a little under his 
Nina's earnest reasoning, "let's pray a 
prayer of reception and thank Him for hold- 
ing back the rain." 

"I overheard them arguing there on their 
knees — a rather strange procedure", confided 
Nina's father, who was visiting them at the 
time. "But neither Ken nor I were aware of 
the desperate situation that Nina had gotten 
into. Neither did we know that many others 
were also involved. ,f 

Nina was so right when she argued that 
God means what He says. She believed that 
the promised blessings in Malachi 3:8-10 
were given on a strictly conditional basis. 
Especially did she know this because of the 
recent experience through which they were 
even then passing. 

A few months previous Ken and Nina had 
received a terrible disappointment from an 
unsuccessful business adventure in the East. 
In fact, it was so frustrating to Nina, the 
family treasurer, that, even though the tithe 
check had been written, she decided not to 
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mail it, because their bank account was de- 

Plet As'a result, God could not keep His part 
of the bargain made in Malachi 3, and ° ne 

"^reafoftei^^he head and not the 
tail" or "above ... and not beneath as 
the Lord promised in Deuteronomy 2 8:11 
Ken and Nina were two months behind with the 
nous^rent and one month in arrears with the 
Unities. They had also received notice 
?rom the college that Ken could not matricu- 
late for the second semester unless the 
eighty dollars he owed was paid plus an ad- 
vance on the next semester's tuition. 

Things had finally come to a crisis. 
Nina realized that something must be done 
immediately. Although she and Ken tried to 
ronceal their weighty problem from their 
f?iends and close associates, they were get- 
Sng more and more concerned over the matter. 
Nina reasoned, "How can Ken continue to 
teach others the prayer of reception with its 

ner were scheduled to do a paint job for a 
party in Santa Monica, the drenching " as 
"forecast and they received word no o come^ 

No work meant no pay. No pay cne^ 
no food, no bills paid, including the back 

^Instead of worrying Ken by speaking of 
their problem, Nina quietly went to the on y 
Source of help she knew. She had airea y 
told the Lord that the back tithe would be^ 
paid from the money received from this p 
?sed work in Santa Monica. Now she began z 
reason with God as He has asked all of Hi 
children to do tls&i &h 1:101- 
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"Dear Lord," she said, "You've promised 
that You will never go back on Your Word; 
that each and every one of us can trust in 
You completely. And so it doesn't seem quite 
fair for us to fail in fulfilling our prom- 
ise to You. I promised to pay back all the 
tithe that we owe from this day' s work. But 
it will be impossible for me to keep my word 
to You if the rainstorm reaches Santa Monica 
as it has been predicted. Dear Lord, as You 
calmed the storm on the Sea of Galilee, You 
can hold back, or change the course of the 
storm, that is threatening to keep me from 
fulfilling my promise to You. I know that 
You can do this, for Thy name's honor and 
glory, and I believe that You will do it, and 
so I thank You for doing it. In Jesus' name, 
Amen, " 

This, then, was the just cause for Nina's 
great determination as she disputed with Ken 
over the type of prayer they should use. "If 
ever 1 heard my daughter speak with firmness," 
testified her father, "it was that morning as 
they were on their knees." 

Ken gave in for the sake of peace, but 
his heart was not in this prayer of reception. 
Yet, he and his partner Royal were soon on 
their way to Santa Monica. 

As they traveled along the freeway, Ken 
and Royal discussed the foolishness of their 
wives. { Royal ' s wife , Vina, had also prayed 
that it might not rain. ) Under the circum- 
stances they were still of the opinion that 
they should have prayed a prayer of commit- 
ment and not a prayer of reception. They 
fully expected to see the dark storm -clouds 
roll in from the ocean with the two inches 
of predicted rain, 

God was honoring Nina's prayer of faith, 
for when Ken and Royal arrived at Santa 
Monica after the one -hundred-mile drive, the 
storm had not yet appeared. All that day 
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'wasn't all wet' since southern and western 
Los Angeles had showers. So did coastal 
areas from Long Beach to San Diego . . . 

"The storm that was misread late Wednes- 
day was less than 100 miles at sea." 

That evening other types of prayers as- 
cended to the God of heaven, prayers of 
praise and thanksgiving. They praised the 
One who loves to cooperate with all who 
strive to do His will ' f Prophe t s and Kings , 
page 587). "He also will hear "their cry, and 
will save them M (Psalms 11+5:19). 

Enough money came in for Nina to pay all 
the back tithe. Since she now had no reason 
to pray another prayer of reception, she 
left the weather in the Lord's hands. On 
Sunday Ken and Nina could again sing, "There 
shall be showers of blessings ... as the 
storm passed over La Sierra in drenching tor- 
rents. 



When my wife and I were holding meetings 
in the Los Angeles, California area, the 
weather forecast indicated one day it would 
be one of the coldest nights of the year. 

Assistant Professor Lee Davis, in charge 
of the crop division of agriculture at La 
Sierra College, was worried. His alfalfa 
crop, on which several thousand dollars had 
been spent, was at a stage of growth where 
a frost would kill it off. If this happened, 
it would have to be replanted at great cost 
and loss of time. 

Lee had been learning about the prayer 
of reception from Hugh James. As they met 
together for prayer that night, Hugh suggest- 
ed that they claim the promise found in Mal- 
achi 3 : 10* 11* Then, since all conditions had 
been fulfilled, they could see the Lord work 
miraculously to save the alfalfa field. 

The two of them knelt down and claimed 
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the promise: "Bring ye all the tithe into the 
storehouse, ... and prove »e now herewl th 

th the Lord of hosts . . . And I 
tulte the devourer for your sakes. Melacm 

3:10 Tne'next morning Lee again claimed the 

oJse On his way to church he stepped and 
KokeHt thealfal?a. The field w« solid 
ihite with frost, from one end of the fi e J-°_ 
tS^he other. Being an agricultural JPJJial- 
JSt, he knew, or thought he knew, thet the 
crop was lost— destroyed. 

But his faith in God did not waver. God 
would surely fulfill His promise in some way, 
so Lee bent over and touched the leaves 
?he ice melted away under his fingers. What 
he saw made him take a second look. 
leaves showed no damage 1 They were perfect'. 

With a thankful heart he went on to 
Sabbath School and church. That afternoon 
the sun came out from behind the clouds and 
Lee examined the leaves again. By now the 
frost was all melted and he could see very 
clearly that God had answered his prayer ot 
faith. There was no damage to the crop— none 

whatsoever I 

The next night was colder than t-ie one 
before. However, not a single plant in the 
entire alfalfa field was damaged by frost. 
Later that day, Lee learned from the seed 
representative about a neighboring farmer who 
had planted his alfalfa seed the same day hee 
had. Both crops had reached the same stage 
of growth and development. Yet, while the 
farmer lost almost three-fourths of his aiiai- 
fa crop, and Lee's coworker lost a hardy 
lemon tree because of the frost, the Lord 
protected the alfalfa field Lee Davis prayed 
for. . 

"He that cometh to God must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him." Hebrews 11:6, 
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About the same time I received the follow- 
ing experience from two other friends, John 
and Joan. 

John and Joan have four little children. 
In this modern age of high-cost-of-living, 
and the many demands that are constantly and 
ever present, we sometimes can not afford 
some of the wants" that our families would 
like . 

John works for a very fine man who sells 
house-trailers. When a sale is made it is 
up to John to hook the trailer to his truck 
and haul it to wherever the customer wants 
it. He may be on the road for several hours, 
or he may be away from home for several days. 
But he accepts his work cheerfully, grateful 
to a loving God for His protection and con- 
stant care of his family. 

Not too many weeks ago business seemed to 
slacken somewhat, and these two Christian 
parents, who had always paid a faithful tithe, 
seemed to forget a certain rule that God made 
for all His children. This rule says, "Prove 
me now ..." (Malachi 3:10). It also says, 
"Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse." 

But instead of proving God, they decided 
to work things out in their own way, and they 
would "borrow" some of the tithe money. Just 
for a while they would not pay a full tithe. 

Things did not get any better. The 
little that was "borrowed ' did not seem to 
help a bit, and the next pay check just 
would not stretch over all their needs. And 
so it went on. 

About this time the young people were be- 
ginning another series of classes on the 
prayer of reception. Although John was not 
able to attend because of the uncertainty of 
his working hours, Joan made up her mind that 
she would be there whenever possible, and she 
received much encouragement. 

By this time business and other problems 
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Chapter 10 
YOUTH LEADS THE WAY 



OHN ASH and his daughter, Helen, 
were having problems. At first 
they were small differences; then 
they grew larger. Communication 
deteriorated until there was open 
hostility. Finally, Helen could not stand 
it any longer and moved to an apartment a few 
blocks away. 

Helen and her parents attended the same 
church and consequently met at Sabbath School 
and the worship service, M. V. services and 
the like. But the estrangement continued. 

John Ash was a painting contractor. His 
business was going from bad to worse and his 
wife was becoming increasingly worried over 
their financial embarrassment. Bills were 
not being paid, and she knew this could not 
go on for long. 

About this time John heard about the 
prayer classes being conducted in a nearby 
town. On several occasions he heard about 
people who had had unusual answers to prayer 
as the result of the class. His curiosity 
was aroused to the place that he made the 
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one hundred-mile round trip to investigate 
for himself, in the hope that it might be the 
answer to his problem. 

As John sat and listened to thrilling 
testimonies of answered prayer, he became 
aware of one fact:5"To every promise there 
are conditions" { Education . page 258). But 
it was very clearly emphasized that, "The 
conditions met, the promise is unequivocal] " 
(Ibid.) 

John Ash was not unlike many others who 
attended the classes on prayer. That is, he 
was unhappy with himself, because, although 
he was happy that he was learning how to 
pray, it meant that he was going to have to 
meet the conditions if he expected to get an 
answer. One of the conditions presented was 
found in Matthew 5:23-25 that says if there 
is trouble or a misunderstanding with some- 
one, it is our duty to go and make it right 
and then come and make our request. 

John kept coming to the class each week. 
He was always thrilled to hear the youth and 
older people tell of answered prayers. As 
yet he had not felt he could conscienciously 
make the request of God he knew he had to 
because the conditions had not been met. It 
was a frustrating situation. 

During this time, his business continued 
to deteriorate. It looked as if he was go- 
ing to have to declare bankruptcy. If he did, 
it would mean losing much of his furniture 
he had recently purchased on the time-pay- 
ment-plan. In his desperation he was ready 
to blame the class for some of his plight. 
He felt that perhaps the instruction was 
misleading, John was grasping for some 
excuse, something to blame for his situation. 

He realized that none of his prayers were 
being answered. Every day he could see him- 
self sinking deeper and deeper into debt. 

As John thought about his problems, the 
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Holy Spirit impressed him with, the stark truth 
that he had not obeyed the simple command to 
make wrongs right before expecting God to 
answer his prayers. 

It was time for some action, John de- 
cided to write to several people with whom 
he had had problems and quarrels which had 
left bitter f3elings. He decided he would 
apologize for his part of the problem and 
ask for forgiveness. 

After starting to write, John realized 
that it would take days for the letters to 
reach their destination and for a reply to 
return. In a moment John knew what he would 
do — he would 'phone them. 

Before he made the first call, John fell 
on his knees and surrendered his heart to the 
Lord as best he knew how. Then he called the 
three people involved in the problem. To 
each he apologized and received their forgive- 
ness. John began feeling the thrill of for- 
giveness. It was great! But just as he was 
enjoying the exhilaration of forgiveness, he 
remembered there was one more call he must 
make, — he and Helen were still not speaking 
to each other. 

He decided he would take care of that 
problem a little later in the week. There 
were other problems that demanded his immed- 
iate attention. 

John had been troubled for some time 
about being a card-carrying Union member, 
Since he was making things right, he thought 
he ought to clear the slate. With that, he 
picked up the telephone and notified the 
Union that he was pulling out of the organi- 
zation. Several other minor matters were 
adjusted, and John realized that very little 
remained left to do before he had met the 
conditions to answered prayer. 

Now that he was no longer a Union mem- 
ber, he could not rely on them for work leads. 



110 



So he went to the printer and had a "flyer" 
printed up that advertized the fact that he 
was an experienced painter and was anxious to 
do good work at a fair price. The printing 
was promised for Friday afternoon, which 
meant that he could distribute the leaflets 
early Sunday morning. Things were beginning 
to look good again. John's faith was growing, 
inspite of the fact that there was no work in 
sight. 

That Friday night he found himself sit- 
ting next to his daughter, Helen. He thought 
several times that he would make things right 
and ask her forgiveness for the way he had 
treated her. But each time he attempted to 
speak, he could not find the words. The 
program was about over and he still had not 
found the courage to settle the matter with 
his daughter. 

After the program Helen was engaged in 
conversation with some of her friends. And 
before he knew it, she was gone. 

John returned home with a heavy heart. 
He could not understand why it was he had not 
just taken the situation in hand and spoken 
to his daughter. It was going to be such a 
simple thing, Wow it loomed before him as 
the one thing that prevented him from claim- 
ing the promises of the Bible. As he lay in 
bed, tossing and turning, not being able to 
go to sleep, it became an ever-increasing 
problem. It was growing bigger by the min- 
ute . 

Suddenly, in the stillness of the night, 
he heard a rap on the front door. He wonder- 
ed who could be calling at that hour of the 
night. He stumbled to the door and unlocked 
it. There, before his eyes stood his daugh- 
ter. 

"Oh, Helen,' 1 he said, "come on in. I 
was just thinking about you," 

Helen had barely crossed the threah- 
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old when she burst into tears and said, 
"Daddy, I couldn't stand it any longer. I've 
come to apologize to you for my bitter feel- 
ings I've held toward you for so long," 

What a sight that was! Sitting there on 
the sofa, Helen and Daddy embraced, each for- 
giving the other and both so thankful for the 
effecting reconciliation. It was a wonderful 
experience that brought peace to both hearts. 

Sabbath was a joyous day I How good it 
felt to be at peace with the world, thought 
John. The sun shone brighter, the birds sang 
sweeter, and everyone was so much friendlier 
it seemed as they enjoyed the day together, 

Early Sunday morning John and his son 
distributed the leaflets that told of his 
desire for work. All day they worked passing 
out the news. 

That night John prayed the prayer of re- 
ception and felt the assurance that God had 
heard his prayer. He went to sleep in com- 
plete confidence that the morrow would bring 
an answer— and work. 

He did not have long to wait. The tele- 
phone rang early that morning, inviting him 
to come to work. By noon he was hard at 
work. 

Just after he left for work, one of the 
finance companies called to say that they 
must have their money by that evening or they 
would have to come and pick up the refrigera- 
tor. Mrs. Ash did not want to, but finally 
decided she must take the word to her hus- 
band, 

John had done sufficient work by that 
time to make it possible for him to ask the 
man for whom he was painting for an advance 
on the job. This request the employer glad- 
ly granted, Mrs. Ash went to the finance 
company and was able to make the payment just 
minutes before the office closed. It was 
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split-second timing, but God had answered 
tneir prayer in time. 

By Wednesday of that week, John had re- 
ceived contracts to the tune of five thou- 
sand dollars, and was a very happy man! 

A few days later, after prayer meeting, 
he related his experience to Hugh James; and 
then asked the question: "Why do you suppose 
God let me get so low before He answered me? 

Hugh James answered the question, after 
a moment's silence, with: "Do you suppose it 
is because we are stubborn, sometimes. 

John did not reply to this question, for 
he knew all too well how long it had taken 
him to make things right. He knew he had 
been very stubborn about his situation, 

I wonder how much longer it would have 
been had not Helen responded to conviction 
and taken the first step toward reconcilia- 

1On *0nce again, Youth Leads the Way! Thank 
God for dedicated youthl 



The prayer class was a blessing to Ivan 
Rash too. He had become very discouraged. 
In fact his faith was at its lowest ebb— so 
low that he had been contemplating giving up 
his faith in God and leaving the church. 

About this time, the Lord directed his 
steps to the prayer class. Word had gotten 
around about the marvelous answers to prayer 
that people were realizing and relating at 
the meetings. Ivan and his wife decided to 
attend a class meeting, 

Ivan was there with his burden and prob- 
lems; and his wife sat there l^ening to 
the answers to prayer, with a burden on he 
heart, too. She was concerned about he ^hus- 
band and his spiritual condition. s «» f 1 *" 
how Ivan would often become annoyed over some 
of the attitudes and actions of his employer, 
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who was also a memer of the church. She had 
been praying for her husband for a long time 
before they had ever heard of the classes be- 
ing taught on the Prayer of Reception. 

In Psalms 119:165 God promises: "Great 
peace have they which love they law; and 
nothing shall offend them." 

Ivan's wife prayed most earnestly that 
her husband might find this peace, and that, 
no matter what happened at work, he would not 
become offended. 

At the third class meeting Ivan stood up 
to speak. His words were measured and full 
of meaning as he spoke of his discouragement. 
He felt ashamed to admit how far away from 
God discouragement had led him. Then he said 
"Today my troubles are settled. When I ap- 
proached the Lord this morning, I claimed the 
promises of His Word, and the Lord helped me 
to go to my boss today, and I've made things 
right with him." Then he told of his new re- 
lationship with Christ and his settled deter- 
mination to stay close to the Lord in every- 
thing. "With God's help, I want to be faith- 
ful until Jesus comes," he concluded. 

This was more than his wife expected. 
She could stay in her seat no longer, and so 
rose, and with tears in her eyes said: "I've 
been praying for my husband for a long time. 
God has heard my prayers and I'm deeply grate 
f ul . " 

There were problems that arose from time 
to time, but Ivan held fast (Hebrews 10:23), 
and God used him to be a blessing to others. 
His working partners recognized a change in 
him. His friends noticed the change in his 
attitude—toward life In general. It was so 
contagious that many of his friends came to 
him with their problems and sought his coun- 
sel. 

At the next class meeting Ivan had a 
different kind of a problem. "What do I do 
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when my prayer list gets too long? Do I read 
each name separately and pray about each name 
individually? or do I ask God to do for these 
neople what needs doing, as a whole? These 
people have come to me for help^as the result 
of hearing about my experience," 

He told about some of the people who had 
come to him for help. One was a high school 
senior who had been in trouble with the law 
several times. This boy's driver's license 
was about to be revoked, and his fines would 
amount to more than a week's wages. He had 
been a very belligerent young man, and had 
found himself in serious trouble on repeated 
occasions. Wow, after having had a long talk 
together, this fine young man was dedicating 
his life to the Lord and was seriously think- 
ing of preparing for the ministry. 

Some of the class members responded to 
this by saying, "Wonderful I " "Praise the 
LordJ" Ivan finished his story with the 
words, "I was really impressed. It was all 
the Lord's doings and not mine." 



There are some experiences related here 
which have taken place so recently that we 
can now report only a part of the answers. 

The following experience is one of this 
type. It also has to do with our witness to 
Jesus Christ before others. 

Every true child of God who obeys the 
unction of the Holy Spirit and finds sweet 
communion with Jesus is filled with the com- 
pelling desire to have his loved ones share 
in his wonderful discovery. 

Wayne was one of these. He had been 
attending the classes on prayer and had come 
to know something of its power. He immedi- 
ately began praying and working for his 
mother who had a very bad smoking problem. 
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In speaking to her about her problem, 
Wayne said, "Mom, are you willing to give it 
up?" 

"No, Son," she said, "I've tried too 
many times. Three packs a day is an awful 
lot, but I guess there's nothing I can do 
about it now. " 

Wayne had learned some important things 
from the classes he had attended, and he knew 
that there was something that could be done. 
One of the things he had learned was that 
•* "God stands back of every promise He has 
made" ("Christ's Object Lessons," p. 147). 
He quickly sent up a silent prayer for wis- 
dom {James 1:5)> confident that it would be 
given, 

"Mom, would you be willing to claim a 
promise about smoking?" Wayne asked. 

"Claim a what?" his mother responded, a 
little puzzled. 

"Claim a Bible promise, Mother". And 
then Wayne sat down and for nearly two hours 
patiently explained the wonderful method of 
ASKING, BELIEVING, and CLAIMING the promises 
of God' s Word. 

To his great delight, his mother agreed 
to try the program, including a ten-point 
program of thanksgiving which he told her 
about which involves finding and listing ten 
things each day for which we are thankful, 
which is a wonderful way to calm jittery 
nerves. 

Wayne carefully wrote out what she must 
do on a slip of paper which she could have 
handy. 

A. Ask— Matthew 21:22. 

B. Believe— Matthew 21:22. 

C. Claim — and return thanks to God 
that you HAVE received the gift. 
I John 5:14,15; I Cor. 15:57. 

He gave her also three promises to 
claim: 
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I Corinthians 10:13— for smoking. 
II Corinthians 10:5— for her nerves. 
I John 5:^— for life. 
Two weeks later Wayne's mother told him, 
"Son I'll have to admit this program really 
does'work. I'm already down to only one pack 
a dav. and I'm feeling so much better. 

This was happy news! But there was more 
wonderful news to come. When he invited her 
to hear a tape that he had recorded of one 
o? my sermons, she said: "Elder Coon? Why 
yes, I want to hear it. I heard him speak at 
the Inglewood Seventh-day Advent! st church 

lust yesterday. . , . 

Wayne had not known of her interest in 
the church nor of her attendance. His testi- 
mony at the next class was a complete con- 
fidence in the God of heaven that his "other 
would not only gain complete victory over the 
tobacco habit, but that she would soon be in 
regular attendance at the house of God. His 
heart was full of praise and thanksgiving. 

God still lives 1 He is still answering 
the prayers of those who will fulfill the 
conditions. He is waiting to hear from you 1 

Why not take your problem to Him ri 6 n y 
now in prayer? He has answered others— He n 
do the same for you. 
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Chapter 11 
AFTER THIS, WHO COULD DOUBT? 




ELL, THIS is it, for me," thought 
Helen when she heard the fateful 
words . 

The kindly doctor reached over 
and patted her hand as she tried to 
control the growing fear that threatened to 
engulf her. 

"I'm sorry," he said. "It seems you've 
had your share of trouble. But the X-rays 
are proof of what I've been suspecting for 
some time. You've had several surgeries, so 
you're acquainted with the medical term, 
sarcoma of the small bowel. 

"I know what you're thinking, Helen. But 
let me encourage you to go to the Great 
Physician. Jesus can give you peace of mind 
and help you through this trying ordeal. And 
remember, I'll be praying for you." 

During the long nights that followed, 
Helen lay awake for hours at a time. The 
tranquilizers, to which she had had to resort 
for several years, failed to give her the ex- 
pected relief. 

"What will happen to my children? Will 
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others be patient with my teenage sons wno 
need their mother's love and understanding? 
What about the younger ones? They're grow- 
ing out of babyhood, but to me they're still 
babies. Why, God why?' So ran her worried 
thoughts as this young mother faced a dark 
and dismal future. 

In her heart Helen was not blaming God. 
She just could not understand why this doom 
was pronounced on her when her children need- 
ed her so much. Yet it did seem unjust and 
unfair. But since God holds the master plans 
and allows calamities and trials to guide 
each life in the right direction, Helen de- 
cided to accept His will. 

Helen's home was not a happy one. The 
uncontrolled temper of a non-Christian hus- 
band kept things upset and tense most of the 
time. But in spite of her weakened condition 
and constant pain, Helen attended church aa 
often as she could. 

The first Sabbath after her doctor's re- 
port, I had been invited to be the guest 
speaker at the church which she attended. 
Both Helen and I feel it was providential 
that she was there that Sabbath morning when 
I presented the A, B, C's of receptive prayer 

As she listened to one experience after 
another of how God was answering prayer for 
young people and older ones alike, Helen 
felt as if a whole new world was opening up 
before her. She felt that in the power of the 
prayer of reception lay the answer to her im- 
mediate problem. She had faith that God 
could, and would, answer her prayer if she 
surrendered herself completely and claimed 
His promise with unswerving faith. 

Helen thought much about what she had 
heard, and then decided to step forward in 
faith. It was a very important decision she 
made. She phoned her pastor and a few friend 
whom she felt were sincere, consecrated Chris 



119 



tians, and asked them all to pray at 
home. The ministers offered prayers of com- 
mitment as we do for the sick, since we can- 
not know whether the sick have fulfilled the 
conditions to healing. 

Because "the Lord is very pitiful, and 
of tender mercy" (James 5:11), and because He 
has promised in Psalms £0:l£, "Call upon me 
in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, 
and thou shalt glorify me", God heard and 
answered the prayers presented to Him in 
faith and submission, in Helen's behalf* 

When I talked with her later, she said, 
"I prayed at home, claiming I John 1:9. I 
wanted my heart to be right with God. I 
wanted nothing to stand between me and God to 
prevent His answering my prayer. As the Holy 
Spirit came into my heart, and His presence 
filled my body, I prayed, with tears stream- 
ing down my face, claiming Psalms 1030-5^ 
"Who forgiveth all thine iniquities ;who heal- 
eth all thy diseases; . . . who crowneth thee 
with lovingkindness and tender mercies; who 
satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so 
that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's." 

Helen continued, "Oh, what wonderful 
blessings God is waiting to bestow upon us if 
we but ask! I had felt completely at loose 
ends, not knowing which way to turn. But 
after that prayer, an entirely new feeling 
entered my body. The terrible feeling of 
heaviness and discouragement lifted, and a 
peace like I'd never known before filled my 
soul. I fully trusted in God, believing all 
would be well. " 

On Helen's next visit to the doctor, a 
second set of X-rays was taken to verify the 
first. Several days of waiting followed, 
during which Helen prayed constantly for 
guidance. 

Once more a diagnosis was made. Finally 
the day came for Helen to go back for the 
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doctor's report. As she entered his office, 
a smile spread over his face. Even before he 
spoke, Helen knew what the verdict was; her 
faith in answered prayer had never wavered 
since the day of special prayer. 

"We see absolutely no further indication 
of the sarcoma we saw in the first X-rays," 
the doctor said. 

Again, in her own words, I quote: 

"The dreaded sarcoma was gone! God had 
performed a miracle for me! What a wonderful 
thing to have experienced! My heart is full 
of thanksgiving. I want to shout it from the 
housetops, as it were, and tell what God in 
His loving -kindness, has done for me, I try 
to share this experience with others when- 
ever I can, that His name may be glorified," 

Helen shared her healing experience with 
her neighbor lady next door. "This is the 
kind of prayer life I want," she said, "Would 
they allow me, too, to enroll in their prayer 
class?" 

Helen has shared her experience with all 
who are interested, and God is using her to 
bring courage and help to many discouraged 
ones. 

"Faith is the key," says Helen, but we 
must sincerely believe. " 

There is no limit to our usefulness in 
the hands of God, or to His blessings upon 
us if we live humbly before Him. 



One of the students in the prayer class 
was afflicted during the lesson study. f| 

"Oh, if my back would only stop aching, 
thought Alma as she sat listening to other 
prayer students relate their experiences. 
The tired muscles in her back were really be- 
ginning to give her trouble. Realizing that 
she was sitting in a straight-back chair, and 
knowing from past experience that, after a 
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hard day at work something more serious might 
develop, Alma began to pray. 

Immediately the promise found in Psalms 
37 '$ came into her mind, "Commit thy way unto 
the Lord; trust also in Him; and He shall 
bring it to pass." 

The ache in her back became more intense 
"Oh/ 1 she thought, "this pain is nearly kill- 
ing me! How can I concentrate on this prom- 
ise?" 

But the Lord came to her rescue, and as 
she repeated the Bible promise over and over 
again in her mind, the troublesome pain be- 
gan to lessen. This was something that had 
never happened before, and her heart was 
thrilled! 

By the time the meeting was over, the 
pain was completely gone. Truly, "God does 
stand back of every promise that He has made. 
(See "Christ's Object Lessons," page ll;7.) 

Whether it is for the conversion of a 
soul, or a broken heart, a barbituate addict, 
or an aching back, God is near and ready to 
hear. 



Another example of answered prayer was 
that of Sonri, Although Sonri tried to con- 
ceal her emotions, she must have been the 
most unhappy person in the prayer class. 
Somehow, and for reasons unknown to her at 
the time, her thyroid gland had become in- 
fected. Not wishing to miss the prayer class 
she decided to make the long drive with the 
others who also attended. She did not re- 
gret doing so. 

No one can feel depressed in the midst 
of a happy group of Christians who are re- 
joicing and praising the Lord for answered 
prayer. Sonri was much encouraged, and when 
she joined her prayer band group, she told 
them of her problem. They immediately de- 
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cided to petition the Lord and ask for heal- 
ing for Sonri, claiming the Bible promise: 
"Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who 
healeth all thy diseases." Psalms 103:3; 

Wednesday evening was Sonri 1 s appoint- 
ment with her physician. As she talked with 
him, he explained how the disease affected 
the gland, sometimes destroying it. There 
was not really too much that he could do for 
her . 

At the first opportunity given for re- 
lating her experience to the prayer class, 
Sonri had this to say: 

"On Thursday I was feeling better, and 
by the following Monday the infection was 
completely gone, I feel God has definitely 
answered our prayers." 



Everywhere we go we find fresh evidences 
of God' s wonderful powers and willingness to 
answer prayer through Jesus our Lord. One 
very fine lady wrote after we had conducted 
a prayer series in her city: 

"After fourteen years of praying, you 
have shown me how to claim victory through 
faith in God's promises. One night my 
husband took the car and went for a short 
drive for his smoke before going to bed. I 
knelt by the living room sofa and prayed, 
'Dear God, You have promised that if we 
bring our tithes and offerings to You, that 
You would rebuke the devourer for our sakes. 
Lord, I claim that promise. I believe You 
will do it. I believe You will help my hus- 
band to stop smoking. Thank You, Lord,' 

"With that I went to bed. In a little 
while my husband came home. I expected him 
to announce as soon as he entered the door, 
that he had quit smoking and that he would 
never again touch a cigarette. But he didn't 
say a word when he came in. 
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"As I lay in bed, I thought, 'Lord, is 
it too soon?' 

"Two days later my husband came home 
from work* It was on a Friday . When he walk 
ed in he smiled real big and said, 'I haven' 
smoked all day. I'm through with them from 
here on out. 1 

"Immediately I breathed a 'Thank You' 
prayer to the Lord for what He had done for 
ray husband — victory through faith." 

Then she went on to relate a second 
experience : 

"One morning, after my husband had left 
for work, I was suddenly taken ill. I was 
all alone and I didn't know what to do. So I 
prayed, 'Dear G-od, please send me some help.' 
As I finished my prayer, I heard a knock at 
the door. I invited whoever was there to 
come in, 

"When the lady entered, I realized I had 
never met her, but knew that she lived just 
across the street from me. 'Thank G-od you 
came, 1 I said, 'I am in need of help. I've 
just become very sick.' 

"In reply she said, 'I must tell you the 
experience I just had. I was getting ready 
to go to school (she was a high school teach- 
er), and realized that I was already late, so 
I was just getting something hot to drink. 
As I raised my cup to drink, it seemed that 
a voice told me to come over here. This is 
the strangest experience I've ever had. I 
don't understand it. What can I do for you?" 

"I told her that I understood it per- 
fectly. I told her how I had just prayed 
that God would send someone to help me. I 
told her that I knew it was a direct answer 
to the prayer of faith. 

"Of course my neighbor lady gave me the 
help I needed, and I soon was feeling better. 
This is only one of many blessings that God 
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has bestowed upon me in answer to the prayer 
of reception. 

Is God interested, even in our adopting 
children? Listen to this. 

"My husband and I were worried. It had 
been two years since we had adopted little 
Kimber and still she wasn't our own," said 
Minnie Porter, a member of the prayer class, 

"Kimber was four months old when we first 
got her. Our attorney was having difficulty 
locating the real mother, in order to obtain 
her signature on the adoption papers. A 
whole year went by before it was secured. 

"Then it seems, no matter what we did, 
or how many times we contacted him, the at- 
torney kept putting off the signing of the 
final adoption papers. We had tried every- 
thing humanly possible to bring about the 
signature, but for another whole year we were 
being put off. This procedure should have 
taken a maximum of six weeks after the sign- 
ing of the adoption papers. We were still 
waiting after two years 1 

"I was getting desperate," Minnie con- 
tinued. "Suppose Kimber' s father should come 
and try to claim the baby. I couldn't give 
Kimber up now. She was the light of my life. 
If only there was something I could do to 
force the attorney to act. 

"About this time, Elder Coon conducted 
a series of meetings on prayer in our church. 
I was thrilled when I heard the first study. 
I wanted to learn more, but found that the 
class being taught on The Prayer of Reception 
was restricted to the young people. My hus- 
band suggested that we begin claiming prom- 
ises by ourselves, but I simply told him 
that I didn't know enough about it to do it 
intelligently. 

"Then we heard of another class that was 
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being opened, in La Sierra. This one was open 
to all age groups, so my husband and I "both 
signed up immediately. There we learned HOW 
to claim promises and pray the prayer of re- 
ception, 

"In the morning we had our morning de- 
votion and I was claiming the promise for 
'life' for the party chosen by our prayer 
band. While in prayer, the thought came to 
me, 'Why not claim a promise for our little 
Kimber? God knows how much we love her and 
want to keep her.' So I started searching 
my Bible for a promise that I could claim. 

"My eyes fell on the text in Psalms 37: 
5, 'Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also 
in him; and he shall bring it to pass.' I 
placed my finger upon this text and prayed, 
'Dear Lord, Thou knowest that I have fulfill- 
ed the conditions laid down in this promise. 
I have committed my way unto Thee, and I do 
trust in Thee. Now I ask Thee to bring it to 
pass as Thou hast promised. Provide a way so 
that the final adoption papers may be signed 
and our little Kimber will be truly ours. I 
believe that You are providing a way, and I 
thank Thee for it, in Jesus' name, Amen.' 

"I wasn't off my knees for five minutes 
when the phone rang. It was the attorney say- 
ing, 'Come in and sign the final papers, and 
I will arrange for your hearing before the 
judge . ' 

"It was hard to believe. I had waited 
so long. But God was ready to fulfill my 
prayer in a matter of minutes. Kimber is 
ours now, and I could not be happier." 

Our God is able! He is ready and will- 
ing to take care of small problems as well as 
the large ones. It is we who prevent His do- 
ing all He is willing to do. 

Let us reach out by faith for all He is 
offering us. 
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Chapter 12 
MARGARET PERSEVERED 



NE OF OUR very precious friends is 
Margaret Edge. Margaret Edge and 
Dorothy Robison are due a debt of 
gratitude for their faithful and 
loving assistance in doing "Youth 
Prays." Let us share first a Scripture and 
then an experience Margaret thrillingly re- 
lates. 

"For he is faithful that promised . . . " 
Hebrews 10:23. 

Margaret was bubbling over with enthus- 
iasm and joy as she told me of how the Lord 
had answered her prayer of reception and 
commitment. I did not even try to get a word 
In edge-wise. I just listened and thrilled 
with her as she told me of God's goodness. 

I'll just let her tell you that same 
story: 

"It was Friday afternoon. While my day- 
care children were napping, I was hurriedly 
trying to catch up with the many and sundry 
duties that are so necessary in a busy house- 
hold. 

"Then the telephone rang, and all plans 
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and ambitions to have the house and hearts in 
readiness for the Sabbath were suddenly taken 
away. The long-distance call, relayed to us 
through a relative, was to prepare us for the 
inevitable. 

"Our niece's precious baby was seriously 
ill with a puzzling ailment. He had gradually 
been losing weight, was now down to fifteen 
pounds, and the doctors on the case had de- 
cided to operate. It was very discouraging, 
especially to the young mother, for Kevin was 
an only child and not quite one year old. 

"it was very upsetting. My first im- 
pulse was to send a prayer heaven-ward; the 
second, to call a special friend, one whom I 
knew was in close touch with God at all times. 
She and her minister husband promised to have 
special prayer for little Kevin, and my sad 
heart was somewhat comforted. We had also 
been praying for the baby' s mother who had 
left the church and had married out of the 
faith. 

"'This must be one of the means that 
will bring her back, ' I thought as I con- 
tinued my preparations for the Sabbath. The 
Lord has promised that, 'All things work to- 
gether for good' (Romans 8:28k I kept think- 
ing; and He is 'not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repent- 
ance' (II Peter 3:9). 

"Neither of these Bible verses contain- 
ed a definite promise for healing, so I saw I 
could only pray the prayer of commitment, 
'Thy will be done' (Matthew 26 :L^, and 'Wot 
as I will, but as Thou wilt' (Matthew 26:39). 

"Thus I reasoned and prayed during the 
remaining hours of the day: and thus I kept 
close to Jesus, 

"In due time, the parents came for the 
day-care children. The holy Sabbath hours 
were drawing near as I sat down on the big, 
screened porch to watch the glowing colors 
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, n the western sky. I picked up some copies 
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J^God Ts my refuge and jtrangth . . 
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tears that jus ^ nerves> 

^r^oul^lis^n'better to the still, small 

VOiCe "?Goa°is mx refuge and strength ' I re- 
T^«tBd 'a very present help in trouble. 
Cn l' asked that my niece, Kevin' s mother 
S££ I have always called 'my little girl, 
would accept God as her strength m this 

creat trouble. „ . 

"And so I prayed and wept for both of 
them. Then the Lord gave me a mental pic- 
ture of two of my little day charges leap- 
imt for loy (Luke 6:23). and saying in their 
chflcfsh voices, 'pwaise da Ward! Pwaise da 
Ward!' This came as a direct message to my 
heart, 'It's time to praise the Lord. ' 

?, I sat up, snapped on the light, and 
reached out to pick up my Bible. I pondered 
what promise I might claim for myself . _ But 
'before they call, I will answer' (Isaiah 65- 
2k) the Lord has promised, and His answer was 
right there beside me* . 

"The Bible was open to Jeremiah 3_L. J-n 
amazement I carefully picked it up. What ; a 
feeling of joy swept over me as my eyes were 
drawn to the words in the 16th verse, the 
only one on the two pages that was underlined 

""T Thus saith the Lord; Refrain thy voice 
from weeing, and thine eyes from tears; for 
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thy work shall be rewarded, saith the LORD; 
and they shall come again from the land of 
the enemy. 1 

"Now my heart could sing, and ray lips 
could praise the Lord. Instinctively I be- 
gan singing aloud a simple little melody 
which I've always believed God helped me 
compose : 

"I praise the Lord in the morning, 
When the birds their carols sing; 
My heart is glad, I can't be sad, 
The air with joy does ring. 

"I praise the Lord in the morning, 
And angels join the songj 
We praise the name of Jesus, 
We all to Him belong. 

"During the following week an exchange 
of phone calls verified the fact that 'God 
stands back of every promise He has made.'" 
— Christ's Object Lessons , p. II4.7. 

"Our 'prayer baby' was literally brought 
back from the land of the enemy. The doctors 
had postponed the exploratory surgery, and 
since the baby had gained back a pound, they 
allowed him to go home. 

"Although I continued to pray for little 
Kevin and his mother, the cares of this life 
gradually crowded In and I failed to perse- 
vere in prayer. Some days were more pressing 
than others, but I managed to send a soft, 
cuddly toy to Kevin for his first birthday, 
so thankful that he was still with us. 

"Before he received it, the 'enemy 1 
struck again, and God allowed my faith to be 
tried severely. I forgot for the moment that 
the Lord promises in James l:3j 'The trying 
of your faith worketh patience.' 

"When the telephone rang at midnight, I 
was not prepared for the stunning message 
that I received. Kevin's mother anxiously 
told me that the baby was in the hospital 
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ag ain, this time with what the ^ors 
lis pneumonia. She said they would jot let 
«ven her see him. I tried to comfort her by 
Silling her that I would be praying for him, 
„«h that 1 loved her dearly. 

and "When I put down the receiver and s ow- 

made my way back to bed, I was sick at 
heart. wis this God's way of saving 'my 
?iftle sirl' and bringing them back from the 
•land of tne enemy?' What about the promise 

+ in st a few days ago had seemed so de- 
^ite: 'Tnus sait^ th! Lord; Refrain thy 
voice from weeping, and thine W*** 0 ™^ 
Hill' tor thy work shall be rewarded, saith 
LirS; and^hey shall come again from fee 
j _ r the enemv' (Jeremiah 31:16). 1 began 
t^asS mysel? SKre my faith and confidence 
had gone! It had been so strong just a few 
days Wore. Now I was back down m the dol- 
drums of despair again. 

"The answer came after I went to the 
Lord in prayer: 'Gome now, and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord' ( Isaiah 1.18). The 
Lord is not slack concerning his promise 
(II Peter 3:9).' Cast not away therefore your 
confidence, which hath great recompence of 
reward! . . . that, after ye have done _ the 
will of God, ye might receive the promise 
(Hebrews 10:23). Hold fast the profession of 
-your' faith without wavering; (for he is 
faithful that promised)' (Hebrews 10.23 . 

"Then again I turned to Jeremiah 31-16, 
and with confidence and assurance in my heart 
thanked God for His promises, *f 
ing Kevin back from the ' land of the enemy 

0nC6 "Continued to pray this way- 'without 
ceasine' (I Thessalonians 5:17)- 

"lecause no more telephone messages w re 
received I took the silence to mean that a U 
was will I continued to thank the Lord for- 
Sing Kevin well again, and for all that h 18 
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health would mean in the salvation of both 
mother and baby. One day as I was having my 
private devotions, I read something that I 
thought was so good. It was in the book, 
"Early Writings*, page 73: 

''We should be much in secret prayer. , 
I asked the angel why there was no more 
faith and power in Israel. He said, "Ye let 
go of the arm of the Lord too soon. Press 
your petitions to the throne, and hold on by 
strong faith. The promises are sure. Believe 
ye receive the things ye ask for, and ye 
shall have them,' 

"I was rewarded for my faith, for in 
just a few weeks I received another phone 
call. This time my niece was calm and happy. 
The doctors had found the cause of the ill- 
ness and had been able to successfully treat 
the baby. The baby is learning to walk and 
looks like a butter-ball, according to the 
last report I received. 

"How good God is. He may test us and 
try our faith, but if we will but persevere, 
the reward for our faithfulness will be sure. 

"I thank God for all He has done, and 
for all He is going to do in the days to 
c ome , " 

In all our prayer classes we make clear 
that the prayer for the sick is to be one of 
commitment. We also have made it a practice 
to hand each student several type-written 
pages explaining why prayer for the sick must 
be one of commitment. This is why Margaret, 
in relating her experience in praying 
for Kevin, stated that it was one of com- 
mitment as well as reception — commitment for 
the physical healing, and reception for the 
spiritual life of both her niece and Kevin. 
And how wonderful is our Father in heaven! 
He gave her a wonderful answer to the prayer 
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of commitment; and some day, if she persists, 
„ B doubt not but what the prayer for her 
loved ones will result in their being among 
the saved. 
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Chap ter 13 
ALL SUFFICIENT 



ARGARET picked up the lesson assign- 
ment and read the first part- "f£f?2 
in five Bible promises thafdeaf " g 

with everyday life." Then she clos- 
er wLd^oSs iruE ?-f med th » ^- ise 

a thrill whenever^ s £? * df?^? 6 * qUite 
to a simnlfl iuh. a defin ite answer 

days ™£P?m°5 6 ^i! d a ^-^rsery and her 
""^ were lined with a variefv of -X«^-kt 
She never knew from one day t^tSe h™* 
many children would be present. * h0W 

She looked at the clook "tw -u 
fcra they <t „ t a rrl ving'°t; t 
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shall I do this? I know," she mused, "I'll 
write down everything we usually do each day 
a nd see how many promises I have need of. 
Thank You, Lord, for this idea." 

Margaret was soon in a writing mood, and 
ideas came thick and fast. Realizing that 
with an increasing number of children coming, 
she would need an increasing number of prom- 
ises, she recalled a typical busy day. 

"I usually waken quite early," she wrote, 
"so I have time to study my Sabbath School 
lesson, read and pray for my family and 
friends. Then I begin to think about the lit- 
tle ones who will be with me all day, and pray 
for 1 each of them. 

"Now, what promise can I claim that will 
help me today? What do I need most? Pa- 
tience! That's it — and plenty of it, what 
with five boys and two girls in constant mo- 
tion! 

"What does 'patience' mean? It means 
being calm, quiet, uncomplaining. Uncom- 
plaining? Calm? When seven children seem to 
be talking at once, trying to show me a new 
dolly, a book, or handing me a bottle or a 
note . . , not to mention the ringing tele- 
phone, or having to rescue the puppy and set- 
tle an argument about whose turn it is to 
hold him. Yes, I need patience! The Lord 
says so, too. 

"Promise No. 1 : In Hebrews 10:36, God 
says: 'Ye have need of patience, that, after 
ye have done the will of God, ye might re- 
ceive the promise.' I'll need that patience 
in just a few minutes. The school bus will 
be here any minute. Then I'll pass out cray- 
ons or magazines and books. I'll have to see 
to it that they are all entertained and busy 
before I hurry Walter across the street. 
Yes, I'll certainly need patiencel 

"Then it's prayer time with the child- 
ren, some insist that they have just had 
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prayer at home. I can insist that we pray 
again, or I can find another way. 

'Now what promise do I need? I John 1: 
9, of course, 1 . , . he is faithful and just 
to forgive us ... ' even when we've been a 
little hasty with our tongues. I raised my 
voice before I left the house, I wanted to 
make sure that the children knew I meant what 
I said. I run outside, feel the crisp air, 
wave to the friendly bus driver, kiss my boy 
good-by, and thank the Lord for His many 
blessings to this point. 

"I get back into the house, having claim- 
ed the promise of I John 1:9 and am ready for 
the next hurdle. (I like to call it 'hurdle' 
because the Lord says, 'leap for joy' when 
you're in trouble, A.nd leaping is a good way 
to get over a hurdle, isn't it?) 

" Promise No, 2 : This is found in Isaiah 
30:15, 'In returning and rest shall ye be 
saved; in quietness and In confidence shall 
be your strength.' From Isaiah ij-OOl* 1 
learn how to be quiet and have confidence: 
'They that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be 
weary; and they shall walk, and not faint,' 

" Promise No, 3 : James 1:5-8, "If any 
of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God; . . . 
and It shall be given him,' This one I use 
most of all, 

"Now the sun is up a little higher and 
it looks a little warmer outside. If one 
child decides to go outside, it's amazing how 
all of the other little cherubs decide they 
want to go out too. Everyone is shouting a 
request, 'Can I go too? Can I go too?' 

"All right, what do I do now? Where is 
the wisdom I've just thanked God for? I tell 
myself not to waver because I know that I 
won't receive anything of the Lord if I waver. 
I must keep calm now and use the wisdom God 
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mH has nromised to show me a 
haS SiVe «iTent way' (f Corinthians 12:3)- 
'more SJP^l^ieSt way would be for me to say, 
■ Fine.Tll TfTou ga? your jackets on and go 
^ 4,^-^onn V do g ?Lrbec t ause°lt Is not 
the 'mcS excellent , ; ay' ^ 

It £u/d r ir£ tXt£l*\ ' 
I Sh then diligently unto thy children.' 
teach t^m aiiig U J that 'Children are an 
Psalms 12 J;3 tells us ( ™ th younger 

So the Lone Ranger or Bat Man-or something 

"^"Prom ise No. U : This one comes to mind 

r ■ ' - — . „ v1 J* t+. i s found in Isaiah 
easily and quickly. ±v is ivu» u. ^ 
Klio: 'Fear thou not; for I am with thee . be 
lot dismayed; for I ™,* h ?^ 6B \ And 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee. 
I say, 'Thank You, Lord. Thank You 

^Immediately I raise »7j^ nd *° r 
tion. When they are all waging for an an 
swer I drop my voice and say very quietly, 
fZoU turn P is y it to help ^^f^J' in _ 
course I don't expect them all to change in 
to perfect little helpers instantly, but one 
or two of them shout, 'I "ill 1 w * iX ; 
Vturn! ' The mob has been Aspersed new 
partnerships have been formed, and again 

a naughty little lamb, or get ou 
ory verse booklets and repeat some Bible 

verses. 
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the book that is required in the prayer class, 
I don't believe I am asking 'amiss' (James [4.: 
3 ) , or that it is a selfish asking; so please, 
Lord provide the time so I can read. Thank 
You, Lord. Amen." 

Then she vent about her usual household 
tasks. 

When it was time for the baby' s morning 
nap, an unusual thing happened. Nine-month- 
old Susan Just could not go to sleep. If she 
could talk, she might have insisted on play- 
ing with Betty, But since that was not pos- 
sible, she let mother know in other ways that 
a nap was not to her liking. 

"Well, if you won't, you won't" said mo- 
ther, who had many things to do and was hur- 
rying through her work thinking the Lord 
would work something out so she could study 
for the class. Her mind was also on the 
book for required reading that she had got- 
ten at the class. 

After lunch, Baby Susan decided that a 
good long sleep would be just fine. Mother 
whole-heartedly agreed, and soon tucked her 
sleepy daughter into bed. 

'You darling," whispered mother. "Why 
can't your big sister go to sleep as quickly 
and as easily as you?" And then the thought 
struck her, perhaps this was the way the Lord 
had decided to answer her prayer. 

Quietly closing the bedroom door, she 
went in search of Betty, She still did not 
want to take a nap and tried to persuade 
Mother that it was not really necessary. 

But Mother was determined to help the 
Lord answer her prayer. The promise found in 
Matthew 7:7 came to her mind, "Ask, and it 
shall be given ..." 

"Dear Lord," Mother prayed, "I believe 
You are answering my prayer for a quiet time 
to read the book. Please help Betty to lie 
down and relax now while the baby is asleep. 
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, oVfl promised that if 1 ask for anything, 
Y0U ?T? livl it to me. So I am asking You 
Yo \ll lev go to sleep. 1 believe that she 
fa goLg to £ ° S o to sl/ep now; and I thank You 

f ° r ^Jle^theTwas silently talking to the 
While notner was children to come 

°°J ^e'MMJrk ±o\±k I she was gently rubbing 
TtlX back and showing her love and atten- 
tion! Then she began humming softly a famH- 

Xder the subduing influence, the pre- 
sence of Jesus was felt in the room, and im- 
SuStelY two-year-old Betty, who, up to this 
Time hadVeve/gone to sleep within the hour, 

-T a pvps and was fast asleep. 

0lOSe withYheLr?ull of thankfulness Mother 

„ =/i "TTnnnV You dear Lord, ana nur- 
r fed P t o :ard S^oSTand a comfortable bhair. 



Pearl James was frantic, and time was 
slipping away. Where in the world had she 
Pothole stamps? In the desk drawer? She 
?ooked again, without success In the kit 
chen by the telephone? No, not there. 

"Where oh, where are they? she wnis 
pered SSS'. "They should be ^e somewhere. 
Things just don't disappear into thin airi 
Mavbe " she glanced at the clock. No, 

I^never make it'to the P°»t-offioe now 
It's already closing time But this letter 
must be in the mail tonight! 1 just have to 
find those stamps^ ^ ^ e oc- 

casionally? You may not be looking for post - 
age stamps; it could be your s J b £ a ?L^ 0 °J 
lisson quarterly, or any one of a number of 

^^The Lord says, "Call upon me in the day 
of trouble: I will deliver thee . . . IPsalma 
50:15 ). 
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Pea^/JI^H^ 0 ? 1116 , 1 ^ 6V6r y HkelT Place agai n 
Pearl decided to claim a Bible promise. "If 
it can work for others, the Lord can make it 

"J l 0V ™' Sald aloud as she 

tr?he°LoS. S ° fa Wh6re 2he Plann6d to 

A \ the next meeting of the prayer class 
the members rejoiced with Pearl as she rep"u 

u t, ' v clalmed the promise, 'Ask, and it 
fu}}^ l^f 11 you; aeek and y Q sha H find ' 
ers ^7iVrV* Then 1 ° p6ned 0nQ 0f fche *raw- 
the 5 S ° me PaperS ^ and out 

He Who watches the tiny sparrow is in- 
terested in every detail of our lives 

t^° r ^ ne to ' ,The Great Controversy", 

with sh ? ul V° W 6c <^aint ourselves 

with God by proving His promises." 
Are you? 
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Chapter 14 



WORRIED ABOUT CONDITIONS? 




IRIAM BROWN was a young, vivacious 
college sophomore who had recently 
learned of the Seventh-day Advent- 
ist faith and whole-heartedly ac- 
cepted it. She was enrolled in 
the class on the Prayer of Reception, and it 
was my privilege to interview her one day. 

We discussed the conditions to answered 
prayer, I wanted to know her attitude toward 
this matter of conditions to answered prayer. 
Some of them are: 



Isaiah 4^:3. 
6. 

Psalms 



1. To feel our need. 

2. Faith. Hebrews 11: 

3. Harbor no cherished sin, 

66:18. 

L|.. Obedience . Prov , 28 :9. 

5. Unselfish purpose. Luke 11:1-13. 

6. Persistence . Luke 18:7, 

7. Diligence. Luke 15 = 8. 

8. Through Christ. John 16 

9. A forgiving spirit. Mark 

26; Luke 6:37. 
10. An uncondemning spirit. Isaiah 
58:9-12; Luke 6:37. 



:23. 
11 



25, 
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11. Family harmony. I Peter 3:6-11. 

12. Humility. Psalms 2£:9. 

In reply to my question, Miriam said, 
"In the church of which I was a member before 
I learned of the Seventh-day Adventist faith, 
nothing was said about conditions. In fact, 
very little was said about prayer." 

Then smiled as she said, "I'm so happy to 
learn about the conditions to answered prayer; 
for I feel now that I have a real assurance 
in prayer. I know now that as surely as I 
fulfill the conditions, God will fulfill His 
promise. It is most encouraging to me as I 
pray. " 

Then she went on to say that there are 
times when there is a struggle to surrender, 
to be willing to meet the conditions to an- 
swered prayer. "But," she said, "I know it 
is useless for me to pray unless I am also 
willing to fulfill the simple conditions." 

Another student to whom I spoke about 
this same matter shared with me his reaction. 
"To me, meeting the conditions to answered 
prayer is a way of life," he said. "The con- 
ditions to answered prayer merely outline 
what a normal, healthy Christian life is like. 
If we are living the right kind of life in 
Christ, then we are also fulfilling the con- 
ditions to answered prayer." To him it was 
just that simple. 

To illustrate further: One of the con- 
ditions to answered prayer is to have a for- 
giving spirit. This forgiving spirit should 
not be turned on only when we want an answer 
to a prayer. It can be, and should be, a way 
of life. In the same way the Bible tells us, 
"If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
will not hear me" (Psalms 66:l8) If Jesus 
lives in our hearts, we will, as a normal 
and constant way of life, be devoid of har- 
boring iniquity. 

What is true of these two conditions is 



true of all the conditions to answered prayer. 
God does not ask the impossible, nor does He 
make it difficult for us to approach Him in 
prayer. 

We have discovered in our ministry that 
even the most dedicated men have problems 
with which they must battle. Someone has 
done them a grave injustice, and they feel it 
keenly — sometimes to the point of retaliation. 
Bitterness seems to have taken a hold of their 
feelings and they begin to turn sour in their 
entire attitude. This condition can creep up 
on us almost imperceptibly, even as we carry 
heavy burdens for God. 

When someone maligns our purest motives, 
misjudges our most sincere efforts, and mis- 
represents our unselfish actions, human na- 
ture is going to feel It. To say we are not 
hurt is to ignore that we are human. 

The James Whites had such an experience, 
and of this Ellen White wrote: 

"Our property may go, and we will still 
rejoice in God, if it be used for the advance- 
ment of his cause. We have cheerfully spent 
the best of our days, the best of our strength, 
and have nearly worn out in the same cause, 
and feel the infirmities of premature age, 
and yet we will rejoice. But when our pro- 
fessed brethren attack our character and in- 
fluence, by representing us as wealthy, world- 
ly, and grasping for more, it is then that we 
feel keenly. Let us enjoy the character and 
influence we have dearly earned during the 
past twenty years, with even poverty and a 
slight hold on health and this mortal life, 
and we will rejoice, and cheerfully give to 
the cause the little there is left of us." 
— Testimonies . Vol. 1, pp. 607, 608* 

This illustrates the effect Injustices 
can have on the best of saints. These injus- 
tices are felt keenly by most everyone wrong- 
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ed this way. But there is a difference be- 
tween being hurt and being bitter; between be- 
ing wronged and being retaliatory. The Whites 
felt the hurt keenly, but they did not permit 
themselves to dwell in bitterness, brooding 
over these injustices. They recognized the 
hurt for what it was, but when they had aired 
their feelings, they went on in courage and 
faith, determined to be servants of the God 
of heaven, 

Paul suggests that we "examine yourselves, 
whether ye be in the faith" (II Corinthians 
13:5), from time to time. This can be a pain- 
ful process, but when we have gone through 
the experience, we realize that unless we have 
a companionship with Jesus, of ourselves we 
are most incapable of living a successful 
Christian life. 

When we realize our need for the power 
of heaven to transform these hearts of ours, 
we live in the attitude of surrender and gra- 
titude for what He has done for us. We begin 
to step out in faith and ask for still great- 
er things from a God Who is willing to give 
us good things. 

Some years ago I was thrilled to learn 
that every Bible promise is for me , person- 
ally, I learned it from studying the book 
"Ministry of Healing", On page 122 I read 
these words: "So with all the promises of 
God's word. In them He is speaking to us In- 
dividually, speaking as directly as if we 
could listen to His voice." 

Then on page 59 of the book, "Christ's 

Object Lessons", I noted these words: "Only 

he who receives the Scriptures as the voice 

of God speaking to himself, is a true learn- 
„ „ ti 
er , 

Since I, a minister of God and His Holy 
Word, considered myself a true learner, I 
also accepted the fact that I must receive 
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the Scriptures as God's voice speaking to me 
personally. 

"What a thrill to know this," I thought. 
"And what a feeling of joyous anticipation it 
is to study and read my Lord's messages to 
me personally I " 

Then I read, "To every promise of God 
there are conditions. "-- Education, p. 253- 

"There are certain conditions upon which 
we may expect that God will hear and answer 
our prayers." — Steps to Christ , p. 95 (Army- 
Navy edition) . 

After studying these conditions, I made 
another discovery. My own efforts to fulfill 
the conditions were not enough. Without God' s 
help, it was Impossible, So I began to pray 
earnestly, as I studied, to know just how to 
comply with these divine requirements. 

Then I received an understanding of the 
whole problem, that brought peace and joy to 
my soul. I realized that long before I was 
born, God had already prepared all the help 
I needed to do this. 

As I share this knowledge with the young 
people in the prayer classes, it proves to be 
a blessing to them as it was to me, and as it 
continues to thrill my heart, I share it 
something like this: 

First — God gave me a Saviour in His Son, 
Jesus, John 3:16. 

Second — God gave me the Bible. II Peter 
1:4. lit contains 3,573 promises.) 

Third — God gave me faith to accept Jesus 
as my personal Saviour. Romans 12: 
3 ( last part ) . 

Fourth— God gives me repentance and for- 
giveness. Acts 5 ; 3i; I Jolm 1:< ?. 

Fifth— God gives me a new heart and a 
new spirit, Ezeklel 36:26,27. 

Sixth — God gives me love for others. 
Romans 5 : S; Galatians 5:22. 
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Seventh— -I must obey to receive answers 
to prayer, and God gives me the 
gift of obedience. Ezekiel 36:27. 

Because God' s love for us is so very 
great, and because He knows our great need 
for His saving grace in our lives, He gives 
us "exceeding great and precious promises" 
(II Peter and all the help we need to 

fulfill the conditions to them. 

What less can we do than to Ask, Believe 
Claim and return thanks to our wonderful hea- 
venly Father that He has fulfilled His prom- 
ises to us? 

Every condition to prayer is itself a 
free gift promised by our Lord. So, let us 
ask Him to fulfill in us the very condition 
needed to receive still other gifts promised, 
and then use them all to be a blessing to 
others . 

When I first realized that conditions to 
answered prayer are themselves gifts from God 
I sat down and penned these verses which, I 
think, say what I feel: 

CONDITIONS 

Do God' s conditions 

To answered prayer 

Cause consternation, 

And deep despair? 

Look twice; you shall see 
The conditions, too, 

Are gifts from His hand 

He has promised you. 

For each condition 

Is a treasure chest, 

Which is, with its gift, 

A blessing, and blest. 

The two are twin gifts, 

Each a precious one; 



148 



And God's choicest gifts 

Are found in His Son. 



But let us not pray amiss. For example, 
there is the experience of Wayne and Pat. 
They had been asking themselves: 

"Why hasn't God answered our prayer? He 
knows how much we want to rent that house in 
Santa Ana Canyon. It's just what we need, 
with lots of room and different kinds of 
fruit trees. We've been claiming Bible prom- 
ises. God tells us in Philippians 1+ : 19 that 
He will supply all our needs. And in John 
16:23 we have the promise that 'Whatsoever ye 
shall ask the Father in my name, he will give 
it you.' We've certainly been asking. So 
why doesn't God answer our prayer?" These 
were the questions that Wayne and Pat Ward 
were asking themselves. 

"Wayne," Pat answered thoughtfully, "do 
you suppose we could be praying amiss? May- 
be our prayers are becoming ritualistic. 
Let's claim the promise in James 1:5 for 
wisdom so we can pray aright." 

"All right," said Wayne. And this they 
did, seeking God in all earnestness for wis- 
dom. 

Not long after this conversation the two 
of them drove to La Sierra to obtain some 
application blanks for the prayer class. But 
the folk they came to see were not at home, 
so they chatted briefly with my wife. 

Just as they were preparing to leave, I 
opened the door and walked in. You should 
have seen the smiles on the faces of those 
two young people ! 

"Elder Coon!" Wayne exclaimed. "You're 
the answer to our prayer. The Lord sent you 
home so you could help us." 

Then they went on to explain their prob- 
lem* "it's about a particular house in the 
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Santa Ana Canyon* Although we've been claim- 
ing Bible promises, the Lord has not answered 
our prayer. Why, I don't know. He has an- 
swered all the other prayers we have claimed 
promises for. We've fulfilled all the con- 
ditions. We have even been double tithing. 
So why hasn't God answered this prayer?" 

Before giving any counsel, I always pray 
for divine guidance. So after a few minutes 
of quiet meditation, I said, "Wayne, God has 
promised that if we ask, He will give. Per- 
haps we need a coat, but can we tell God that 
we need a certain, particular red coat? 

"Or perhaps we need a car. Should we 
say, .'God, I want You to give me the latest 
Cadillac'? God knows you need a bigger house. 
He also knows you would like to be out there 
near your wife's relatives so she won't be 
lonely. But do you have a right to tell God 
that you must have that one particular house?" 

I could see from their facial expressions 
that both were following my reasoning, so I 
continued. 

"God has told us in Jeremiah 33:3: 'Call 
unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew 
thee great and mighty things, which thou 
knowest not. ' 

"Now maybe this is not the house God 
sees is best for you to have. Maybe He has 
a better one for you. You can pray the pray- 
er of reception for a house, but you must 
pray the prayer of commitment for a particu- 
lar house. Then, you may reason with the 
Lord as He has told you to in Isaiah 1:18." 

As Wayne shook my hand he said, "Thank 
you, Elder Coon! Thank you. Do you know, 
your counsel has been a direct answer to our 
prayer for wisdom? The Lord be praised!" 

Wayne and his wife could hardly wait 
until they arrived home so they could pray 
the prayer of reception for a house, and 
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then pray the prayer of commitment for this 
particular house. 

When they arrived home, they knelt In 
craver. Before they rose from their knees, 
Wayne added, "Lord, please give us this par- 
ticular house only if it will be to Thine 
honor and glory. Amen." 

And Pat prayed, "Dear Lord, if it could 
be possible, could we get it for one hundred 
dollars a month? You know that is all we can 

afford^ conversa tion with Wayne and Pat was 
on a Sunday evening. The very next day they 
received a phone call concerning the house. 
They could have it, and for one hundred dol- 
lars a month! 

Wayne and Pat are convinced this was a 
direct answer to their prayer of commitment 
from a loving heavenly Father. 
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Chapter 15 
THAT GUARDIAN ANGEL 




HE TELEPHONE rang. It was Margaret 
calling. 

"Dorothy? Would you like to 
go with us to Norwalk to hear Elder 
Coon tonight. Mrs. Heintz plans to 
go ana sne says that there is room i n the car 
ror two or three more. How about it? 

Without a moment's hesitation, Dorothv 
answered, "Oh, yes, I'd love to go! Where^ 
snail I meet you, and what time? At 6:30? 
Don't you think we should leave earlier? 
That freeway traffic can get awfully congest- 

tojow and we don't want to miss any 
01 lilder Coon's message. All right I'll be 
ready. Thank you! Thank you for calling and 
inviting me. 'Bye now. I'll see you tonight " 

And so began a chain of circumstances 
that changed the concept of prayer in the 
lives of several of our friends. The author 
was teaching the A, B, C's of Bible prayer? 

In the prayer of faith there is a di- 
vine science; it is a science that everyone 
who would make his lifework a success mist 
understand" ( Education , p. 2^7) 
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The speaker pointed out that .Just prior 
to the coming of Jesus, "we shall need an ex- 
perience which we do not now possess" ( The 
Great Controversy , p. 6221. 
" These special studies that were being 
conducted in the Norwalk, California church 
were an attempt to share with the people the 
"how" of getting this experience. The atten- 
tive listeners were reminded, "We should now 
acqu aint ourselves with God by^ pr^ving His 
p romises " ( Ibid ). — 

"""i^i the word of God there are gracious 
promises, from which those who are suffering 
, . . may receive comfort and hope and en- 
couragement" ( Counsels on Health , p. 213). 

Margaret and Dorothy were thrilled to 
learn the basic fundamentals— the "know-how" 
—of proving God's promises. 

Just as they had to know the A, B, C's 
of learning before the knowledge of reading 
came to them, so the A, B, C's of prayer had 
to be mastered before they actually became 
acquainted with God. This amazing subject 
came from a Book they thought they knew pret- 
ty well. 

ASK, Jesus bids us in Matthew 21:22. 

BELIEVE, that you receive, Matthew 21:22. 

CLAIM, by RETURNING thanks that we have 
received, John llii+l. 

The speaker recommended that all who 
could obtain the book "Education", by E, G. 
White, should read and study the chapter en- 
titled. "Faith and Prayer". He called it 
"the million dollar chapter." 

Margaret and Dorothy wholeheartedly 
agreed when they read on page 258 ' "He 
(Christ) makes it plain that our asking must 
be according to God's will; we must ask for 
the things that He has promised, and what- 
ever we receive must be used in doing His 
will. The conditions met, the promise is un- 
equivocal. . . . For any gift He has promised, 
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we may ask; then we are to believe that we 
receive, and return thanks to God that we 
have received. " 

As the group of ladies continued to trav- 
el the eighty-odd miles from their homes to 
the series of meetings and back, many differ- 
ent opinions and experiences were recounted. 
They were thrilled with the knowledge and un- 
derstanding they were receiving from these 
meetings. Their faith and confidence in 
Jesus seemed to be growing by leaps and bounds 

Then one Sunday Dorothy' s telephone rang 
again. "Dorothy," Margaret said, "Pat and 
her husband want to go to the meeting tonight, 
and since Mrs. Heintz already has a carload, 
I'm planning to take my car. Would you like 
to ride with us?" 

"Yes, surely," Dorothy answered, "I'll 
be glad to. Arrangements were made as to the 
time and place of meeting. 

That evening, with Pat and Harvey aboard, 
Margaret started in the direction of Dorothy' s 
home. As the car's engine began to warm up, 
a faint odor of gasoline could be smelled. 

For several minutes nothing was said. 
Finally Margaret became worried. "I don't 
like this gasoline smell at all," she com- 
mented. Silently, a special petition was 
sent up to the One Who promises to give wis- 
dom and protection. 

When they came to a service station, 
Margaret decided to have the motor checked 
for possible gasoline line leaks. She knew 
from past experience that it is not a wise 
thing to lean on your "own understanding" 
(Proverbs 3:5)- If help is available, the 
smart thing to do is to get it! 

While the tank was being filled, a young 
man checked under the hood. 

"He's almost too young to know what he's 
doing," Margaret was thinking. She turned to 
Harvey. "Would you mind checking to see what' 
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wrong? And please tell the man to hurry. 
We'll be late unless we can get back on the 
road shortly." 

When Harvey returned to the car, he said, 
"The gas line has a leak, but the man tight- ^ 
ened it. I'm sure it will be all right now. 

Again a silent prayer went heavenward — 
this time full of thankfulness. A few min- 
utes later, with Dorothy in the car, they 
headed toward Norwalk and the evening meeting. 

Just before they drove onto the freeway, 
they pulled off to the side of the road and 
claimed the promise found in Psalms 3k' 7, The 
angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear him, and delivereth them." They 
offered a word of prayer and headed out on the 
freeway. 

The Sunday traffic was unusually heavy. 
It was stop-and-go for much of the way. As 
they drove along, the gasoline smell seemed 
to be getting stronger. Even with the win- 
dows down, the smell was almost unbearable. 

Margaret was becoming very uneasy. Try- 
ing to strengthen her own courage, she said, 
"The smell of gasoline must be coming from 
the little bit that leaked from the loose con- 
nection. I'm sure it will go away eventual- 
ly • 

Dorothy agreed somewhat reluctantly. 
The others made no comment. For a while no 
one spoke. All were busy with their own 
thoughts. Was the gas line really fixed? 
Then how was it the smell was getting strong- 
er i 

Margaret was earnestly pleading with 
God, "Please don't let anything happen. We'- 
re not seeking foolish pleasure. We're seek- 
ing more knowledge of Thee. Please take the 
car to Norwalk and back home ag^ain without 
any trouble. Thank You, Lord. 

Margaret felt no definite assurance that 
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all was going to be well, so as long as the 
uneasiness remained she persevered in prayer. 

As the miles disappeared behind them, 
and they neared the suburbs of Los Angeles, 
the heavy traffic made it impossible for 
Margaret to do more than glance casually at 
her friend beside her. Dorothy had been a 
great source of encouragement on many occas- 
ions, and she was certainly a big help again, 
even if she did not do much talking. Part of 
the time, Margaret noticed, she looked relax- 
ed enough to be enjoying a nap. 

But Dorothy had not been resting as com- 
fortably as was supposed. Her thoughts were 
also on the One Who "stands back of every 
promise He has made" ( Christ* s Object Lessons. 
p. Ik7\. All the while that Margaret was pray- 
ing for divine help, Dorothy was reminding 
the Lord of His promise and was asking for 
deliverance from danger. The fumes were de- 
finitely getting stronger. Again she prayed, 
"Dear Lord, You have promised that Your an- 
gels will form a camp around those who fear 
and obey Thee, to deliver them. We love Thee, 
Lord, and we know that You love us. We thank 
You for sending Your angels to keep us safe.' r 

Why all this concern over a problem that 
supposedly had been taken care of? But then, 
you know what happens when gasoline comes in 
contact with a hot engine I 

Margaret and Dorothy had real cause for 
concern. Their olfactory system was relay- 
ing a message to their reasoning powers that 
something was drastically wrong. Instead of 
the now familiar odor diminishing, it was 
growing stronger than ever. 

All were relieved when they reached 
their destination. They were all thankful to 
the One Who "commissions His angels to save 
His chosen ones from calamity" { Acts of the 
Apostles . p. 153). 

It was a good meeting. The speaker's 
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confidence and faith in God in the evening 
message greatly encouraged all who were learn- 
ing to claim Bible promises. There were 
smiles and happy comments at the close of the 
service as the 'good-bys" were being said by 
the departing congregation. 

All too soon it was time to begin the 
long journey homeward. They had almost for- 
gotten about the problem while in the service.. 
Now as they stepped into the car, the smell 
of gasoline once again reminded them of the 
situation. Once again they paused and asked 
God to take care of them on the homeward 
journey. 

They wondered as they sat in the car be- 
fore driving away, "Should they have the car 
checked again?" It would be hard to find a 
service station open now; most of them had 
closed up already. After some discussion, it 
was decided that since the attendant had fix- 
ed the loose connection, they would consider 
the problem as having been solved. 

Was presumption entering the picture? 
"Presumption is Satan's counterfeit of faith. 
Faith claims God's promises, and brings forth 
fruit in obedience. Presumption also claims 
the promises, but uses them as Satan did, to 
excuse transgression" ( The Desire of Ages , 
p. 126.). 

"God's precious promises are not given 
to strengthen men in a presumptuous course, 
or for him to rely upon when he rushes need- 
lessly into danger." ( Testimonies , Vol. 3* 
p. I4.82). 

"There are certain condition upon which 
we may expect that God will hear and answer 
our prayers. One of the first of these is 
that we feel our need of help from Him" 
(Steps to Christ , p„ 95). 

Margaret and Dorothy were complying with 
these conditions. Margaret, as owner and 
driver of the car, was as helpless as she was 
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ignorant of mechanical devices. A "typical 
woman driver" she could only ASK, BELIEVE, 
and CLAIM the promises God had made. 

Margaret searched her own heart to be 
sure that everything was all right and that 
God could answer the petitions of her heart. 
She remembered that in "Steps to Christ", 
page 95 it says: "When all known wrongs are 
righted, we may believe that God will answer 
our petitions. Yes, she was sure that every- 
thing was all right in this department. 

"He that cometh to God must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him" (Hebrews 11:6), 

"There is necessity for diligence in 
prayer " ^ Steps to Christ , p. 98 1, 

"Continue in prayer, and watch in the 
same with thanksgiving" ( Colossins Ij.:2). 

"When our prayers seem not to be answer- 
ed, we are to cling to the promise; for the 
time of answering will surely come, and we 
shall receive the blessing we need most" 
( Steps to Christ , p. 9$). 

Because Margaret and Dorothy had learned 
all this from the meeting and were obeying 
these injunctions, they could also say with 
confidence, "We 'have done as Thou hast said.' 
We 'present Thy promise, "Ask, and it shall 
be given you'"" (Christ's Object Lessons, p. 

As they committed their way unto the 
Lord, and trusted also in Him, He fulfilled 
His promise and did bring it to pass" (Psalms 
37:$)« The trip back home was uneventful. 
The angel of the Lord did encamp around them 
and delivered them from a most dangerous sit- 
uation, and from what could have become a 
burning, fiery furnace. 

The next day a reliable mechanic checked 
the motor. Instead of a loose connection 
there was a definite break in the gas line. 
Evidently the service station attendant had 
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broken the line when he tightened the connec- 
tion For over eighty miles, gasoline had been 
spraying out all over the hot engine. 

When the repairs were done, Margaret re- 
ceived a certain thrill when she heard the 

mechanic say, 

"Your guardian angel must certainly have 
been with you last night. You could all have 
been blown to kingdom cornel" 

Surely we do have a prayer-hearing God 
Whose "children are never absent from His 
mind" ( The Desire of Ages , p. 313)- 

"We may present our petition to the 
Father, claiming all that He has promised. 
The honor of His throne is staked for the 
fulfillment of His word" f Prophets and Kings 
p. 158). 



Note: Margaret was so thrilled with this mir- 
acle that she gave me the above account, and 
we are happy to share it with you in her own 
words . 
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Chapter 16 
"I FOUND WHAT I WANTED ! " 



OU MAY NOT remember me, but I was 
attending Milo Academy at the time 
you were there for a Week of Pray- 
er, That one week meant more to 
me than any other week of my life. 
Although I enjoyed the services at the time, 
I did not realize until much later just how 
much I would use what 1 learned during that 
one week. " So wrote Verna Highglow more 
than two years after the week she referred 
to. 

Her letter of appreciation was brief- 
only one page— but that one page was packed 
with a joy that comes from a consciousness of 
answered prayer. 

Verna cited two examples of answered 
prayer as evidence. One concerned her mar- 
riage to a Godly young man; the other was 
that she had found the Lord Jesus in a very 
personal way. "I claim Him as my very per- 
sonal Saviour . " she testified. 

That same day we received in the mail 
another letter of appreciation for the good 
a lady had received from our book, "The A B 
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C's of Bible Prayer". This lady said, "I've 
been a conscientious Seventh-day Adventist 
all my life, but I had never learned to ac- 
cept God at His word in a real, practical way 
until just recently. I have now received an 
insight into the science of prayer and my 
faith has grown. I am so thankful that God 
has revealed this to me. I want to be used 
of Him to help many others to understand the 
things that have so thrilled my own heart." 

These two letters came in the mail just 
in time for me to use them in my Sabbath 
morning sermon the next day, I entitled my 
sermon, "I Found What I Wanted," I present- 
ed principles, on the basis of which, the 
authors of the above letters could write in 
such glowing terms, 

I shared with the congregation what I 
feel are some of the most thrilling passages 
of Scripture. The first passage I invited 
the congregation to read with me is found in 
Numbers 23:19: 

"God is not a man, that he should lie; 
neither the son of man, that he should re- 
pent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? 
or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it 
good?" 

This text precludes forever any double 
talk on the part of our heavenly Father, It 
agrees with the statement of our Lord Jesus 
Himself that "the scripture cannot be broken," 
John 10:35- It is also in harmony with the 
inspired statement of the apostle Paul, "For 
all the promises of God in him are yea, and 
in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us," 
II Corinthians 1:20. 

Joshua, the leader of Israel, made a 
similar statement to the representatives of 
all the tribes just before he laid his bur- 
dens down. He said, "And ye know in all your 
hearts and in all your souls, that not one 
thing hath failed of all the good things 
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which the Lord your God spake concerning you; 
all are come to pass unto you, and not one 
thing hath failed thereof," Joshua 23 :lJ+. 

1 like to call these wonderful scriptures 
"supporting promises", because they support, 
or strengthen our faith. They agree w ith 
the inspired Psalmist who quotes the Lord as 
saying, "My covenant will I not break, nor 
alter the thing that is gone out of my lips." 
Psalms 89:3li. 

These ' supporting promises" are not like 
the proverbial straws" that the drowning man 
grasps for. They are "anchors" to the soul. 
As we drift along over life's sea — if we real- 
ly are drifting — an anchor will change the 
picture. It is necessary to keep us steady 
in the battle and storm, in the fury and anger 
of the sea. 

I well remember, early in my ministry, 
hearing an elderly preacher inviting our at- 
tention to a very important verse of scrip- 
ture. He said that when God and Abraham were 
talking together, God first made Abraham a 
promise. Then God backed up that promise by 
an oath: "For when God made promise to Abra- 
ham, because he could swear by no greater, 
he sware by himself," Hebrews 6:13. (Verse 
17, margin, "interposed himself by an oath,") 
Then the preacher went on to read the eight- 
eenth verse, "That by two Immutable things, 
in which it was impossible for God to lie, we 
might have a strong consolation, who have 
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set 
before us. " 

I can recall as though it were yester- 
day, the thrill I received when I first took 
God at His word. The first promise I claimed 
was I John 1:9 for forgiveness and cleansing. 
I repeated this verse over and over. It was 
not until I had been preaching for many years, 
however, that I let my faith reach out and 
do something I had never done before. I read 
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I John 2:25, which says, "And this is the 
promise that he hath promised us, even eter- 
nal life." Now when I came to the word us 
I substituted my own name. Wow it read, 
"And this is the promise that he hath prom- 
ised Glenn Goon, even eternal life." 

Next I turned in my Bible to John 3:16 
and again inserted my name, How it read, For 
God so loved Glenn Coon, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that Glenn Coon believing 
in him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life." 

Then I went back and read again the prom- 
ise of I John 1:9, this time inserting my 
own name: "If Glenn Coon confesses his sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive Glenn Coon 
his sins, and to cleanse him, Glenn Coon, from 
all unrighteousness." 

1 cannot describe the assurance that in- 
serting my own name in these promises gave to 
me. It did something for this heart of mine f 
I would recommend that you try this, too, and 
see what it will do for you. I now use the 
A, B, C's of receptive prayer as I do this. 
You remember them, don't you: 

A - is Ask, Matthew 7:7. "For any gift 
He has promised we may ask. ' — 
Education, p. 258. 
B - is Believe, Mark 11:2k* Then we^ 
are to believe that we receive." 
—Ibid . 

C - is Claim, or receive. John 11:41; 

I Corinthians 15:57. " A nd return 
thanks to God that we have re- 
el ved. "—Ibid. 
Taking the promise of I John 1:9, for 
example, my prayer would now be something 
like this: 

"Dear Lord, Thou hast promised that if 
Glenn Coon confesses his sins, Thou art 
'faithful and just to forgive' Glenn Coon his 
'sins, and to cleanse' me— Glenn Coon — 'from 
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all unrighteousness.' So I am ASKING Thee to 
forgive my sins and to cleanse me from all 
unrighteousness. And because it is 'impos- 
sible for God to lie,' I BELIEVE Thou art 
forgiving and cleansing me as Thou hast prom- 
ised. Wow I CLAIM, or RECEIVE, this forgive- 
ness and cleansing through the name of Jesus, 
Amen. " 

To make the promise still more personal, 
we recommend to our students that they do as 
did Augustine's mother. "She laid her fin- 
ger upon the texts, presenting before God Hie 
Own words, and pleaded as only a mother can 
« and the Lord gave her the desire of her 
heart." — Testimonies . Vol. 5, pp. 322,323. 

The books, "The Desire of Ages", and 
"Steps to Christ" give us the same simple 
formula for prayer. To help emphasize the 
importance of the "C", to claim or receive, 
I read from the book, "The Desire of Ages", 
p. 200: 

"When we have asked for His blessing, we 
should believe that we receive it, and thank 
Him that we have received it," 

After reading that sentence, I turned to 
the pastor, who was seated behind me, saying, 
"Would you please come to the desk?" 

So he came up beside me, wondering, I 
suppose, what was coming next. 

"Pastor," I said, would you look at 
this sentence and tell us if you notice any- 
thing different about the way the word 'have' 
is printed?" 

"The word 'have' is printed in italics," 
he responded. 

"Why is this word printed in italics, 
Pastor?" I inquired further. 

"To lend emphasis to the word," was his 
quick response. 

It is so easy for us often to overlook 
a most important word in a sentence. This 
word "have" is italicized so as to give it 
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more weight in its meaning, and to help us 
comprehend its great importance. 

Then I read this passage from Steps to 

Christ", p. 51: 

"So we may ask for these blessings, and 

believe that we receive them, and thank God 
that we have received them." 

Again, the word "have" is italicized. 
There must be, therefore, a very special rea- 
son for our not merely asking, and believing, 
but also claiming by returning thanks that we 
HAVE received." "He that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him. Hebrews 11: 

The basis of the Prayer of Reception is 
found in Mark 11:21).: "What things soever ye 
desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive 
them, and ye shall have them. 

There is only one way by which we can 
actually believe, and claim that we have re- 
ceived the answers to our prayers, and that 
is by asking for the things God has promised. 
The reason is more, however, than God's truth- 
fulness. It is that: "As surely as the oak 
is in the acorn, so surely is the gift of God 
in His promise. '— Education , p. 253. () 

"The gift is in the promise, . . . — Id. 
p. 258. As surely as every normal apple seed 
contains an apple tree trunk, two leaves and 
roots, so surely does God's Word, which is 
seed, Luke 8:11, contain the gift. If we 
receive the promise, we have the gift. — ld_. 

So "We must ask for the things that He 
has promised."— Id. p. 258. Then all the 
supporting promises can be presented to our 
Father in the fullest assurance of faith that 
we have received. Isn't that wonderful? But 
the~~mo~st wonderful thing about it all is that 
it is available to each of us. These promises 
are given for you and me— and the fulfillment 
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is for us too! All we have to do is to ful- 
fill the simple conditions to the promises. 

Speaking of I John 1:9, our favorite 
author says, "There is a condition to this 
promise, — that we pray according to the will 
of God, But it is the will of God to cleanse 
us from sin, to make us His children, and to 
enable us to live a holy life." — Steps to 
Christ , p , £l . 

Notice with me three facts in this quo- 
tation which constitute, in part, God's will: 

1. It is God's will to cleanse us from 

sin, 

2. It is God's will to make us His 

children. 

3. It is God's will to enable us to 

live a holy life. 

As I have re-read this three-fold state- 
ment, I have wondered if, perhaps, I have in 
the past sometimes complicated the simple act 
of faith required of us by our Lord for 
cleansing, acceptance, and a holy life. No- 
tice the emphasis placed on the simplicity of 
faith: "Through this simple act of believing 
God, the Holy Spirit has begotten a new life 
in your heart. You are as a child born into 
the family of God, and He loves you as He 
loves His Son." — Id, p. 52. 

Now here is a very precious quotation 
that many have thrilled to when some minister 
or friend has shared it: 

"Do not wait to feel that you are made 
whole, but say, 'I believe it; it _i£ so, not 
because I feel it, but because God has prom- 
ised. 1 "--Id. ,p .51. Isn't that wonderfull 
How much comfort and assurance that should 
give us I Repeatedly we have used this 
thought as we have risen from prayer with 
some tempted, tried, afflicted but vanquished 
soul. We have said, "Not because you feel it, 
but because God has promised, do you believe 
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He has delivered you?" Some clear their 
throats. Some hesitate. And a few sheepish- 
ly say, "I hope so." 

Just recently I visited a lady who sore- 
ly needed the Lord. I suggested that we pray 
the prayer of reception. We reviewed the A, 
B, C's of Bible prayer. Then we knelt. When 
It came time for her to pray, Instead of pray- 
ing, "Dear Lord, I believe, ' she prayed, 'Dear 
Lord, I hope so." 

After we rose from our knees, I explain- 
ed that the word "hope" is a wonderful word 
in its place, but when it Is used as a sub- 
stitute for faith, it is out of place; for it 
strikes a note of uncertainty. 

The following day 1 returned and again 
knelt in prayer with her. This time she start- 
ed to say, "I hope so," and caught herself 
mid-sentence. Under her breath 1 heard her 
saying to herself, "That's the way I use to 
say it. " She corrected herself and exclaim- 
ed, "Lord, I believe itl " 

Oh, how happy heaven must have been when 
she expressed her faith I The difference was 
in the simple act of believing. By this sin- 
cere act—the act of believing — we, too, may 
be forgiven, cleansed, and become the child- 
ren of God. He will give us the power to 
live radiant Christian lives. Isn r t this a 
thrilling prospect 1 

In the same city lived Jack Brown, a man 
who very much desired to become a member of 
the Seventh-day Adventist church. It was 
thought there was just one thing that prevent- 
ed his realizing this desire. He was addict- 
ed to the cigarette. The pastor invited me 
to go with him to visit Jack and assist him 
as he had previously requested. 

When we arrived in his home, however, we 
discovered Jack' s problem was more than the 
cigarette. As we sat in his living room, 
Jack frankly confessed that he did not even 
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profess to be a Christian, Now what would 
you do in this case? Would you talk about 
tobacco? or would you show him a better way 
of life and lead him to Jesus? 

We would all agree that Jack needed an 
encounter with Jesus. So we presented to Jack 
God's plan of saving us all through Jesus 
Christ. Did not our Lord say: "And I, if I 
be lifted up . . . will draw all men unto me" 
(John 12:32)* 

I explained to Jack that we "all have 
sinned" (Romans 3:23); and that "the wages of 
sin is death" (Romans 6:23, first part). But 
the fact is that Jesus died in our stead and 
paid the penalty of our sins; and now offers 
us the "gift" of "eternal life 1 . 1 (Romans 6:23 
last part). Now He invites us to come to Him, 
confessing our sins, and receiving Him as our 
Saviour. We opened our Bibles to I John 1:9: 
"if we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness." Also to John 
1:12: "But as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name." We then 
explained the A, B, C's of the Prayer of Re- 
ception. As Jack comprehended the simplicity 
of this truth, we knelt in prayer. 

After the pastor prayed, I led Jack in 
a prayer of reception by saying a sentence 
ahead of him, and letting him repeat it after 
me, as he admitted he did not know how to 
pray. We Asked; we Believed; and we Claimed 
and received forgiveness, cleansing and fel- 
lowship. He was now a child of God. 

The pastor and Jack made a gesture as 
though they were going to rise from their 
knees. I deterred them. 

"Now Jack," I began, "you have just been 
forgiven, cleansed, and have become a child 
of God, haven't you?" 

Jack nodded his head in assent. 
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"You are now a Christian," I added, "Now 
then, we can ask God to completely deliver 
vou from the tobacco habit before we rise 
from our knees. We shall claim the promise 
of John 1:12 for "power" that God, through 
Christ, will give you complete and instan- 
taneous victory over the tobacco habit. 

After we had prayed, Asking, Believing, 
and Claiming by Receiving, we rose to our 
feet. Jack was radiant with victory. He 
knew that God had given him the victory. 

We visited Jack three times a day for an 

entire week. We did this to encourage him to 
continue the "simple act of believing. Jack 
was completely delivered and in just two week 
time he was baptized) 

Oh, the power in the simple act of be- 
lieving and receiving! It is so often neg- 
lected and we stand powerless against the 
onslaughts of the enemy. "Faith is trusting 
God." — Education , p. 253- It's just that 
simple. But oh," the rewards for placing our 
trust and faith in the God of heaven 1 

It is not enough for us to believe doc- 
trines. It is not sufficient to accept the 
Sabbath truth, as important as it Is. What 
we want is not merely to be able to trace the 
events at the beginning and close of the mil- 
lenium, as satisfying as that is. Even to be 
able to give a profound study on the twenty- 
three-hundred-day-prophecy, as commendable as 
this is, is not, In the fullest sense, bring- 
ing the human soul what it wants and needs. 
I found what I wanted only when I found Jesus 
"And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ve 
shall search for me with all your heart, Jer 

emiah 29:13. Jn 

"Here is where thousands fail: they do 
not believe that Jesus pardons them personal- 
ly, individually. They do not take God at 
His word. It is the privilege of all who com 
ply with the conditions to know for themselve 
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that pardon is freely extended for every sin," 
— Steps to Christ , p. 52. 

What a Joy it is to hear the testimonies 
of those who have taken the Lord at Hi s word 
and gone on to victoryl I suppose it is the 
greatest joy that can come to a pastor. To 
see an individual grasp the promises through 
the power of Jesus; then observe him living 
a triumphant life by the grace of Christ and 
becoming a dynamic witness, constitute a 
"crown of rejoicing" to any minister or youth 
worker. 

"Likewise joy shall be in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety 
and nine just persons, which need no repent- 
ance. " Luke 15*7- 

What a wonderful day it will be, when in 
heaven we can recount the experiences of life 
and realize how God has led us. Perhaps our 
guardian angel will reveal to us how circum- 
stances were shaped so we could understand 
the miracle of faith, I hope this chapter 
has been a link in the chain. 

May God bless you as you— "Let go, and 
let Godl " 
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Chapter 17 
GOD ALWAYS ANSWERS 



OD DID NOT answer my prayer I" ex- 
claimed an earnest Christian after 
we had finished one of our classes 
on the Prayer of Reception. 

"I have taught as an educator 
for more than forty years, began a minister 
of wide experience," and I know God does not 
answer every one of my prayers'. This state- 
ment was made after he heard several of our 
studies on the topic of "The Prayer of Re- 
ception." „ » -, j 
"Sometimes God says, •No'," declared 
another sincere child of God. And he con- 
tinued, "I know He says, * No. 1 .'" 

These statements are not merely partly 
wrong, but the atmosphere surrounding them 
is too negative. I never like to tell people, 
"God says? 'No'". I feel that this is like- 
ly to give the wrong impression of our kind 
and loving heavenly Father. 

Rather, I like to explain it MlBvaji 
&od answers every sincere prayer of faith, 
always He always keeps His promises, always. 
"The 7 condiUons met, the promise is uneflivocal. 
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-Education, p. 258. "We know that we have 
the petitions that we desired of mj t £+™ 
SilS. "When we have learned to V this 
(take God at His word and fulfilling the jf™ 
pie conditions), we shall Jnow t^oS pra?! 
Inn aJ V" a *ered.' ^The PesIST of A ^T 
200. Every saint who cornea to God with a 

MTin e ?^ and „ S r^ his h ° ne3t P^ons to 

-? ea Slmon^: "v^ ^ hls P r Ws answered." 
— Jestimomea, Vol. 1., p. 120. "Tour faith 
must not let go of the'promises of God 
if we could look into his plan, we would ' ' 
clearly see that he knows what is best for 
^' Players are answered . . 

iS'sin?'™ in ?-;; W , thflt ever > Pr«rei which 
be heaL of r J ^ fr ° m an honest heart > will 

wTiT^fT^ — ^ answered > ... and it 

will often exceed his expectations. Not a 
prayer of a true saint is lost i? Unt ™ in 
faith, from an honest heart."— I d p 121 
With the above statements iF*mind, we' 

a.?^? > s ' ^wever, an important law of 

?Se iaw of h W ? ne6d S lve st ^y. And this is 

£hoice. Every child of God will 
receive an answer to his sincere prayer of 
faith in exactly the way he himself would 
choose could he, like God, see the eZ from 

thL f^? nin6 * T ° thflt ^ heavenly Fa- 

ther follows carefully this rule in answerine 

?v?;r£V s '. to me ' a ™ de ^ui sXd. ne 

ed bw™, T State t ? at ^ vislon is l^it- 
ea blurred. I cannot see, as God does th« 

end from the beginning. Therefore I make it 

"Dear C Fa?he. t0 ^ this thou S^ mJn" 

It whaf 1 tl'» y °? are S ivin 6 ™» exact- 

ly what I am asking of You, or somithinsr hnt 

t|r_ much better- . Thi s takes', ™r me 
least, the negative atmosphere from mv com- 
munication with my Lord. 7 
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This eliminates the negative, the doubt- 
ing, the skepticisim which Satan would throw 
around our praying hearts. God is in process 
of answering every one of my prayers* Yours 
too, dear honest, faithful child of God. He 
is not looking down His nose to any trusting, 
obedient, believing child of His. "The pray- 
er of the upright is his delight." Prov. 15:8. 

Many times through the years I have 
heard a sick saint of God whisper weakly, "I 
know God can heal me." Sometimes I reply 
with a kindly expression on my face, some- 
thing as follows : "Do you also know God wants 
to heal you?" Then I develop the thought in 
mind. It is this: If God merely can heal 
me, but does not want to, then this is worse 
than as if God could not heal me but wanted 
to. I would prefer any day for a person to 
want to aid me, hindered only by his inabilJ- 
ity, than for a person to be able to do so and 
deliberately turn me down. I believe that 
statements like the ones offered by the sick, 
"I know God could heal me," are often the 
type which create around us an atmosphere 

favorable to doubt. I do not believe we 
should make such remarks. 

It would, as I understand it, be much 
better, were we to say, when desperately ill, 
something like the following: "I know God 
wants to heal me, I know He has the phys- 
ical power to do so. But I do not know 
whether God can heal me and still do for me 
that which is best for me personally." Or, 
"I know God loves me. I am certain of this 
because of Calvary. So I am confident that 
God Is only interested in my very best good, 
and the good of my loved ones. I also know 
that God is doing for me exactly what I my- 
self would choose to have Him do could I, 
with heavenly vision, see the end of time 
from its beginning. Therefore, I do not feel 
it is a question of what God can do or what 
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ness, and for his wonderful works to the 
children of men I" Psalms 107:8. 

When Mary, the mother of Jesus, prayed 
that her son would not die, God answered her 
prayer. He answered it exactly as Mary her- 
self would have requested, could she have 
read the whole plan of salvation cleanly. 

When I stood at the bedside of a fellow- 
minister, praying that he might be brought 
back to life, God did not see fit to restore 
his life that day. However, when I get home 
to glory I shall understand clearly the de- 
tails of why God answered my prayer in the 
way that He did. God could not have done any- 
thing else and be a God of love. He could 
not have brought that fellow-minister back to 
life. He wanted to. Really. But God saw 
certain circumstances that my limited sight 
could not understand. So I was comforted. 
I never but once remarked to a friend, "God 
did not answer my prayer." And I was later 
sorry I made that remark. Why? Because God 
did answer it. But He answered it the way I 
would have desired Him to answer it, could I 
have seen and understood what He saw and 
knew. 
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Chapter 18 
A YOUNG HERO 



OUNG PEOPLE are not merely delight- 
ySFf 1 ed with the thrills of answered 
'If 1 prayer; there are those who are 

willing to suffer and even die for 
j their Lord, Elder E. L. Cardey, 
for many years a close friend of our family, 
shares the following experience. 

"The pages of history are filled with 
accounts of men and women, boys and girls who 
gladly gave their lives rather than deny God 
and His truth. Sometimes, however, God uses 
great accidents and troubles, even where 
death is involved, to bring the light of truth 
to others. One day we received in the Bible 
school in Africa a request for our Bible 
Lessons from a sixteen-year-old high school 
boy. He and his entire family belonged to 
the Dutch Reform Church. He soon became an 
exceptionally good student and accepted ad- 
vanced Bible truth as It came to him. When 
he learned the Sabbath was the seventh day of 
the week and not Sunday the first day, he 
wrote that by God's grace, he woula keep the 
true Sabbath. His parents and relatives were 
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greatly opposed to his doing so and tried to 
stop him from studying the Bible lessons. 
Then came a lesson on the true form of bap- 
tism. He at once wanted to be baptized. Hi s 
parents strictly forbad it. He wrote us say- 
ing that he would have to wait for baptism, 
until he was of age, but in the meantime he 
would keep God's Sabbath regardless. 

Just a few weeks after this letter came 
from him, his mother wrote us through her 
tears and sorrow the following story. The 
boy' s home was only a couple of blocks from 
the high school, so he rode his bicycle to 
school and back, and came home for lunch each 
day. The mother was watching for him one day 
when she saw him coming, another boy riding 
with him on the back of his blcycle a She 
then saw an automobile come down the road 
toward them. The boys rode their bicycle off 
the road to avoid the car, but it followed 
them and hit them while going at high speed. 
She, with neighbors, rushed to the scene of 
the accident, but it was too late to do any- 
thing. Both boys had been instantly killed. 
The mother did not know her son had been tak- 
ing his Bible and Bible school lessons to 
school with him. When she saw his Bible ly- 
ing on the grass, she went to pick it up and 
found it lying open at II Timothy U.. The 
following words were underlined in ink: "I 
am now ready to be offered, and the time of 
my departure is at hand. I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at 
that day: and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing. Do thy 
diligence to come shortly unto me." Verses 
6-9. This last sentence was underscored 
twice. On her knees there in the grass that 
mother said: "Yes, Son, I will come. I will 



178 



tudy these lessons and do what G-od wants me 
to do". It is remarkable to relate that with- 
in another year that boy's parents, his own 
brothers, sisters, and in-laws had all accept- 
ed God* s message of Sabbath reform and organ- 
ized a Sabbath School of over fifteen members 
with the brother-in-law as the superintendent. 
The mother wrote us that it was strange to 
them that this young boy should underscore 
those verses. It appeared to them to be a 
message direct from God. If not, why was 
the Bible lying open at these very verses?" 

Thank you, Elder Cardy. And thanks be 
to God that His power and love are making 
beroes out of young men and young women all 
over the world. 
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Chapter 19 
THIS IS THE LIFE I 



LDER COON, would you mind going with 
me Thursday evening to visit a young 
couple, Sam and Sadie West, who are 
studying the Bible-in-Hand course?" 
- asked Jim Hogan. 
I'll he glad to, ,r I answered, glad to 
be of service. 

"That's great!" Jim responded. "They 
are on the verge of making a decision to keep 
the Sabbath but want a little more informa- 
tion. There's something else I ought to tell 
you, though, before you agree for sure." 

'What's that?" I asked, now a bit cur- 
ious . 

"Well, two ministers of another church 
are coming over the same evening. These min- 
isters want to show Sam and Sadie West how 
dangerous the teaching of Seventh-day Advent- 
ism is. 

I smiled as I said, "That doesn't change 
my decision one bit, I ' 11 be happy to go." 

On the appointed night, Jim and I made 
our way to the modest cottage where Sam and 
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Sadie West lived. We were invited in and 
with real warmth made to feel right at home. 

It was not long before another knock was 
heard at the door, and in walked the two pas- 
tors, whom I will call Jones and Smith. Pas- 
tor Jones was the spokesman almost from the 
first. 

Scarcely were the pastors seated when 
Sam started the conversation with a very di- 
rect question: "Pastor Jones, is the seventh 
day the Bible Sabbath or isn't it?? 

It was evident that Pastor Jones had not 
planned on such a straightforward question at 
the very beginning of the confrontation. Un- 
doubtedly he had had his own plan for the 
format of conversation that evening. But 
since Sam had asked a question, some kind of 
answer was necessary. 

The pastor shrugged his shoulder and 
gave Sam a knowing look as he said, "Sam, the 
Sabbath is really one of the minor errors 
taught by the Seventh-day Adventist church. 
This evening we want to expose some of their 
more deadly errors." 

Then turning to me, Pastor Jones said, 
"Do you mind if I ask you a personal ques- 
tion?" 

"Not at all," I said as I smiled. "Go 
right ahead." I did not know what he might 
ask, but I remembered the text that says, 
"Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and 
be ready always to give an answer to every 
man that asketh you a reason of the hope that 
is in you with meekness and fear." I Peter 
3:15. 

I awaited the question. Pastor Jones 
fastened his eyes on me, closed them slightly, 
and with an intense expression asked, "Are 
you saved?" 

How happy I was that he had asked that 
question, for that very morning I had been 
reading my Bible and had gone over some texts 
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that gave me an unquestioned reassurance of 
the Father's will for me with regard to this 
very question. Now all I had to do was to 
share the experience of the morning. With a 
face that was radiant, I replied with a re- 
sounding, "Yes, sir." 

The look on the pastor's face indicated 
that I had not given the answer he had expect- 
ed. Undoubtedly he had expected me to beat 
around the bush and try to qualify an answer. 
He evidently felt that here was fertile ground 
to expose some of our "more deadly errors." 

Pastor Jones was visibly shaken and mum- 
bled a few words and ended by saying. "You 
are the first Seventh-day Adventist I have 
ever met who has said he was saved.' 1 

While Pastor Jones was searching for 
words to carry on the conversation, I felt 
impressed by the Holy Spirit to further de- 
velop my affirmative answer, 

"I would like to explain why I can say 
'I am saved'. This morning when I awakened, 
I turned to a promise of the Bible which says, 
'If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 1 I John 1:9. I 
asked God to forgive my sins this morning. 
I then believed He had forgiven me just as He 
promised. Then I returned thanks that He had 
forgiven me. Then I took the promise Just 
across the page, recorded in I John 2:25 which 
reads like this: 'And this is the promise 
that he hath promised us, even eternal life. 1 

"I asked God this very morning to give 
me eternal life, Just as He here promises, 
I told Him I believed He was giving eternal 
life to me; and then I claimed eternal life 
by returning thanks that I had received eter- 
nal life, just as He promised." 

Pastor Jones was listening; so were Sam 
and Sadie and the other pastor. I continued. 
"This morning I also claimed the Bible prom- 
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ise of John 1:12 which says: 'But as many as 
received him, to them gave he power to be- 
come the sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on his name,' 

"I asked God to make me His son again 
for today. I believed He was doing it. I 
claimed it and returned thanks that I had re- 
ceived continued sonship. 

"Then 1 took another promise, this very 
morning. It was the promise of John 3:16 
which promises everlasting life. Again I ask- 
ed, believed and claimed and returned thanks 
that I had received everlasting life. This 
is why I can answer without any doubt that I 
am saved — right nowl" 

Pastor Jones did not say a word. He 
just sat there as I continued. 

"Now we Seventh-day Adventist s do not go 
around bragging, 'I am saved'. But we do like 
to declare the fact that 'Christ is my Sav- 
iour I ' You see, the first expression puts 
self in the center. The latter ^points to our 
Lord, and makes Him the center." 

I devoloped the thought a little more 
fully, all the while rejoicing that There 
is none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 1+ : 12). 
I was also conscious of the text that says, 
"Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall" (I Corinthians 10:12). 

Perhaps fifteen minutes passed be! ore 
Pastor Jones ventured another question. This 
time he spoke more kindly. 

He asked, "As you sit here in this home 
tonight, and think of a period of time, let's 
say ten years from now, can you_ tonight as 
you sit here, tell me that ten years from now 
you will be saved?" ti 

"No, of course not," I replied, but I 
can say this: If ten years from now I claim 
the same promises of my Lord which I claimed 
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this morning, then I can have the same assur- 
ance ten years from now that I have today. 

"You see," I continued, "our Lord does 
not compel the sinner to become a saint." 
Pastors Jones and Smith nodded assent. "Neith- 
er does my Lord compel a saint to remain a 
saint. But if the saint chooses to remain a 
saint and claims the promises of our Lord, he 
can have the same assurance of salvation every 
day of his life." 

Later that evening, as I pondered our 
visit, I wondered if these pastors had heard 
some of the same answers to the question of 
our "being saved that I have heard through the 
years of my ministry. I have heard one an- 
swer given more often, perhaps, than any other. 
It is this: When some one is asked if he is 
saved, he will answer with a shrug of the 
shoulder and an obvious lack of conviction, 
"I hope so." That answer really gives me con- 
cern. In fact, it makes me shudder. 

Let me explain. Let us suppose my son, 
Glenn Coon, Jr., is introduced to a stranger 
one day. Upon learning that his name is Glenn 
Coon, the man' s eyes brighten as he asks, "Say 
I heard an Elder Glenn Coon preach at the 
camp -meeting. Would he be your father by any 
chance?" 

Then my son gets a rather sheepish look 
on his face, shrugs his shoulders in disbe- 
lief, and says, "I hope so." 

You know, my friend, if word of an in- 
cident like that would ever reach us, both 
his mother and I would be embarrassed and 
ashamed of our son. It would hurt us, and I 
think you can understand why. 

Now, don't you think our heavenly Father 
feels a sense of hurt when we find ourselves 
unable to speak with any measure of convic- 
tion with regard to our relationship with Him"? 

There are those who think it a mark of 
humility to be in doubt as to their state of 
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salvation. I submit to you that doubt with 
regard to salvation has nothing to do with 
humility. It is my opinion that those who 
wander around in the maze of doubt and ques- 
tion with regard to this important question 
have allowed Satan to steal something vital 
from them. I base my statement on the follow- 
ing quotation: 

"Satan is ready to steal away the bless- 
ed assurances of God," "It is the privilege 
of all who comply with the conditions to know 
for themselves that pardon is freely extended 
for every sin. Put away the suspicion that 
God's promises are not meant for you. They 
are for every repentant transgressor." — Steps 

to Christ , pp. 53,52,53. 

The prayer of reception teaches us that 
we have a right, through Christ, to receive 
forgiveness, cleansing, assurance, and fellow- 
ship. We are given this assurance by the pen 
of inspiration. Notice these words; 

"Every promise in the Word of God furn- 
ishes us with subject-matter for prayer, pre- 
senting the pledged word of Jehovah as our 
assurance. Whatever spiritual blessing we 
need, it is our privilege to claim through 
Jesus."— Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing. 

7 ^ 

it is not my intention to go further in- 
to our visit with the two preachers that even- 
ing. I met them only on this one occasion, 
but it served to bring some of these vital 

things to my mind. 

I do believe, beyond any question, that 
God wants us to be able to declare I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have commit- 
ted unto him against that day." II. Timothy 
1-12. God does not want us to merely hope 
so". He wants us to "know so . 

The Apostle John had a great deal to say 
about this matter. Notice with me some of 
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his statements taken from his first epistle 
that show the assurance we may have in Christ 

"I write unto you, little children, he- 
cause ye have known the Father." I John 2:13, 

"I write unto, you, fathers, because ye 
have known Mm that is from the beginning." 
Verse - 14. ~ 

"Ye know that every one that doeth right 
eousness is horn of him." Verse 29. 

"But we know that, when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him." I John 3:2. 

"And ye know that he was manifested to 
take away our sins." Verse 

He also says, "Ye know that no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him." Verse 15. 

This helps us to see that it is impos- 
sible for any man, while stealing, killing, 
committing adultery, or any other sin, to say 
with any meaning, "I am saved" . 

There are many more verses in the writ- 
ings of John which make clear that we have a 
right— a sacred right— to KNOW our standing 
before God. Let me cite just one more: 

Hereby know we that we dwell in him, 
and he in us, because he hath given us of 'his 
Spirit. I John i+ ; 13 . We make it a habit 
to claim a promise of the Holy Spirit every 
day and sometimes several times a day. I 
make it a practice also to claim Him before 
I deliver every sermon from the pulpit, and 
before I make a missionary visit in the home. 

Yes, I believe we have a right to say 
we KNOW, — right now we KNOW J It is because 
right now we CHOOSE. It is because right now 
we CLAIM His promises. God does not want us 
to give a questioning testimony of His grace 
or His saving power. He wants it to be clear 
and uncluttered. 

We should always be able to give the 
world a ringing testimony of our personal 
Saviour. It is our privilege, with assurance 
that is born of faith in God's promise, to 
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exclaim, "Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should 
be called the sons of God: . . . now are we 
the sons of God ..." I John 3:1,2. 

If you are tempted to question God' a 
willingness to save you, or if you are tempt- 
ed to think that salvation has too many pre- 
requisites, notice these words: 

"The Bible does not teach that the sin- 
ner must repent before he can heed the in- 
vitation of Christ, 'Come unto Me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. ' It is the virtue that goes 
forth from Christ, that leads to genuine re- 
pentance . "-— Steps to Christ, p . 26. 

'^eter made the matter clear in his state- 
ment to the Israelitles, when he said, "Him 
hath God exalted with his right hand to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance 
to Israel, and forgiveness of sins." Acts 
31. We can no more repent without the Spirit 
of Christ to awaken the conscience than we 
can be pardoned without Christ. 

"Christ is the source of every right im- 
pulse. He is the only one that can implant 
in the heart enmity against sin. Every de- 
sire for truth and purity, every conviction 
of our own sinfulness, is an evidence that 
His Spirit is moving upon our hearts. " —Steps 
to Christ , p . 26 . 

Yes , dear friends, salvation can come 
only from God. He is waiting, longing to 
give it to us if we will but let Him do it— 
if we will but cease resisting His working 
on our hearts. Allow me to repeat these few 
lines once again. I think they form the 
basis for a most powerful conviction of truth: 

"The sinner may resist this love, may 
refuse to be drawn to Christ; but If he does 
not resist, he will be drawn to Jesus; a 
knowledge of the plan of salvation will lead 
him to the foot of the cross in repentance 
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for his sins, which have caused the suffer- 
ings of God's dear Son." — Id_. , p. 27. 

Isn't it wonderful to know that we can 
respond to the call of His Spirit by askingj 
believing and claiming His wonderful prom- 
ises? Then we can with sweetest assurance 
declare : 

"I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that which 

I have committed unto him against that day." 

II Timothy 1:12. 

Now, I do not want to be misunderstood. 
I do not want to give anyone the impression 
that there is no battle to fight, no strug- 
gle in which to engage. On the contrary, 
we are engaged in a very real struggle. It 
will continue daily so long as we are on the 
Lord' s side. 

Says the Apostle Paul, "For we wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, again- 
st spiritual wickedness in high places . " 
Ephesians 6:12. We also fight an unending 
battle with self. We fight against doubting 
God's precious promises; against questioning 
His love, His mercy and His forgiveness. It 
is a fight of faith. It Is a struggle, always 
whether to yield to, or resist His Spirit's 
pleadings. There will be no let-up so long 
as we breathe the breath of life. 

Neither would 1 give you the impression 
that once one reaches the height of a Mount 
Carmel experience, he may not soon be under 
a juniper tree in complete discouragement if 
he temporarily looses sight of God. Elijah, 
David, Solomon, Abraham, and other Bible 
heroes all had fabulous experiences with God, 
only to utterly fail later tests. Our fail- 
ures only pinpoint our need to keep on with 
the A, B, C's of prayer when we have tempor- 
arily neglected our communion with God. And 
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if, when we like Elijah, fail miserably, let 
us not forget that this man of God was still 
translated to heaven without seeing death. 
So can we be: that is, if Jesus comes quickly. 

So by ASKING, BELIEVING, and CLAIMING 
His promises, we may cry out, "This Is life 
eternal, that they might know thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 
sent." John 17:3. And "I know whom I have 
believed." II Timothy 1:12. 

I challenge you to make your claim — N0W1 
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Chapter 20 
THIS CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE 




K INSPIRING picture has been paint- 
ed on the canvass of my mind. As I 
share it with you, the readers of 
this book, I do so with mixed emo- 
tions. There is the element of 
eager certainty, for I am convinced that if 
I present this picture to you as the Lord has 
portrayed it to me, It can change any life, 
mere is also the element of fear— a fear 
lest my inadequacy in using the pen may re- 
sult m my giving some one the impression that 
the author of this book thinks he has almost 
attained unto "the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ." Ephesians 4:13. 

It should be borne in mind that there is 
a vast difference between a firm acceptance 
of a truth and its full and final realization 
m ones life. 

As regards the picture the author cher- 
ishes and the truth he shares, he is forced 
to admit that he is aware that but its first 
glimmerings have pierced his spiritual senses. 
Yet having seen the picture, he feels he 
would be truant to his trust did he not share 
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its thrilling prospect with you in this our 
final chapter. This is a picture of what hap 
pened to eleven men — rough, ill-tempered, 
self-centered, sinful men— within a matter of 
three short years! And then what CAW happen 
to you and to me in an equally short period 
of time. 

These men, filled with worldly ambition, 
eager for personal honor, ready to elbow all 
others to one side that they might become po- 
litical favorites, began a special course of 
study— a course that was destined to change, 
not merely their lives, but the world picture 
within a single generation. 

Their experience while enrolled in this 
course of study appeared so casual that we 
doubt that any of them actually realized he 
was a very definite and intricate part of a 
study class— at least not until after the 
three-year course was nearly completed. 

The subject material, also almost unreal 
ized by them at first, was not a mere topic 
but a Person— an unlettered, unmarried, pover 
ty-stricken young man. But He was different 
—different from anyone they had ever met: 
different in what He did; different in what 
He said — and how He said it; different in the 
manner in which He handled problems— of which 
they themselves were elevenl 

His grace in the midst of disgrace: His 
kindness under abuse; His forgiving spirit 
under the most grueling, tortuous, blasphe- 
mous insult — all attracted their attention 
and sometimes their disapproval. But still 
they observed eagerly every word, weighed 
every action, and then discussed the merits 
or, as they thought, demerits of all. 

Actually, they were non-conformists, so 
far as their quick, positive approach was 
concerned. They possibly disapproved, far 
more than they accepted>most of His methods. 
It is true that they loved to witness His 
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healings, as well as His victories over spies 

? though and through with His tremen- 
?n r ? Cl Sf ; bUt they were exceedingly slow 

spoSses! spiritual attitudes and re, 

Then came Gethsemane, judgement, and Gal 
vary in quick succession. Then the resurrec- 
tion, the forty preascension days, then the 
upper-room experience and Pentecost! And now 
for the picture that thrills my soul! It is 
painted thus by my favorite author: "in mind 
and character they had become like their Mas- 
ter. —Education, p. 95^ Wha"t an &lmost ^ 
believable transformation! 

Then follows a statement of the fruit of 
such a training: "Then was there such a rev- 
elation of the glory of Christ as had never 
before been witnessed bv_ mortal man. "—Ibid." 

Io every nation under heaven wa^The go~^p~e~l 
carried in a single generation."— Id., p. 96. 

inis is the picture I wish to share with 
you; and that, "With such an army of workers 
as our youth, rightly trained, might furnish, 
how soon the message of a crucified, risen 
and soon-coming Saviour might be carried to 

ours.) This training will be one that result 
in a fulfilled promise: "We shall be like him 
too. I John 3:2. 

Now with the picture before us, our work 
is cut out— we are to launch out on a "Christ 
centered program of devotion. We are recom- 
meding to all our students that regardless of 
how heavy a daily program is theirs, nothing 
is so important as daily personal communion 
with our Lord. No set of A, B, C, s theoret- 
ically received by the mind, can substitute 
for a daily personal encounter with our Lord. 

£?i?S r, -i? e «.u/ B l T 3 of P rayer are to be com 
b ined with this daily hour with God. 

The devotional hour, however, will, from 
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henceforth, be one of personal encounter with 
a personal Saviour. It will be far more than 
a mere study of the Bible, even of its great 
heroes. It will be an hour of fresh personal 
communings with the Lord; an hour in which 
the soul cries out repeatedly for more and 
still more of His likeness. Then throughout 
the day, before making any decisions, we ask 
ourselves often, "What would Jesus do?" In 
other words, our devotion has a double goal: 
first, that of observing Jesus in His Word, 
His work and His providence — knowing that by 
"beholding" we "are changed into the same 
image" , II Corinthians 3:1b 1 ; and secondly, to 
reveal Him in our lives to a perishing world. 

In another work we have given a detailed 
report of how a "Modern Mary Magdalene" was 
changed during an eight-day therapy program. 
During this time we instructed her to fix her 
gaze on Jesus. She was to spend at least one 
hour every day in observing His forgiving love 
as it changed Mary Magdalene of old, Peter, 
Saul of Tarsus, David, Manas sah, and others. 
Then she turned to that same loving Saviour 
with her own need, with: "I ask, I believe, 
and I claim for myself Your forgiving love. 
You loved all these others so much that You 
forgave them and changed them. I KNOW, accord- 
ing to the promise of I John 1:9, You are for- 
giving me and changing me tool" 

We had the blessed privilege of hearing 
from her own lips the truth: "I've professed 
Christ for thirty-five years — now I've POUND 
Him." Thus in her life there was experienced 
a partial fulfillment of the statement, "When 
once the gaze is fixed upon Him, the life 
finds its center. "-— Education , p. 297. 

Part of our personal encounter with Jesus 
found in following His example in claiming 
"exceeding great and precious promises" so we 
way "be partakers of the divine nature, having 
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escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust." II Peter 1:1;. 

In conducting a special Week of Prayer 
series at a college, we emphasized three 
outstanding facts : 

1, "Satan tempted the first Adam in 
Eden, and Adam reasoned with the enemy, thus 
giving him the advantage. Satan exercised 

his power of hynotism over Adam and Sve. . . . " 
— E, G. White, (Letter 159, 1903). 

2, "And this hynotic power he strove to 
exercise over Christ, But after the word of 
Scripture was quoted, Satan knew he had no 
chance of triumphing." — Ibid . 

3, That we should now become acquainted 
with, not merely our weaknesses and needs, 
but also matching Bible promises. Thus Satan's 
hynotic power cannot control us, 

"None but those who have fortified the 
mind with the truths of the Bible will stand 
through the last great conflict." — The Great 
Controversy " , p. 593. 

The eleven men failed miserably because; 
"The words which they needed to remember were 
banished from their minds; and when the time 
of trial came, it found them unprepared, "~- 
Id,, p. 59k. 

So with us. "Temptations often appear 
irristible because, through neglect of prayer 
and the study of the Bible, the tempted one 
cannot readily remember God's promises and 
meet Satan with the Scripture weapons . "-—Id, 
p. 600. 

Therefore, we recommend this daily en- 
counter with God and a working out of a for- 
mat of listing some of the weak spots in our 
lives. Then against these weaknesses place 
one or more "matching Bible promises." We 
have endeavored to prepare our hearts before- 
hand to meet these 'common-to-man" temptations. 
And we have found that when we have humbly 
and prayerfully, through the help of the Holy 
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Spirit, claimed these in a moment of sudden 
temptation, there is a completely different 
response on our part to Satan' s temptations 
than there is when we have neglected to use 
the Bible defenses. 

Here are a few of these common human 
weaknesses with "matching Bible promises", 
just to illustrate: 

Weakness Matching Bible 

Promises 

1. Retaliatory reaction Rom. 12:21} Ps. 
when criticized. 37:5,6; Ps. 66: 

12; Luke 12:2. 

2. When evil thoughts Matt. 

knock at the mind's I John 3:1-3, 

door. 

3. When tempted on the Exodus 20:8; 
Sabbath to think sec- II Cor. 10:1+, 5. 
ular thoughts. 

k. When facing finan- Matt. 6:33,3k; 

cial worries. Phil. k:19; 

Mai. 3:9-12. 
Our lists have, of course, been much 
longer than the one illustrated above. But 
these are given with the suggestion that you, 
the reader, study your own life, asking God 
to show you your weaknesses, and then, with- 
out dwelling long on these weaknesses, search 
His Word for "matching promises" which prom- 
ise us Chris tlikeness and victory. Memorize 
these "Bible defen sea" and practice using 
them even before temptation strikes. This is 
something like war maneuvers. Thus the habit 
will be formed and the defenses of the soul 
be prepared for the onslaughts of Satan's 
subtle temptations. This is in harmony with 
instruction given by our favorite author, who 
suggests claiming promises when we are, for 
instance, the victims of "stinging, faultfind- 
ing words." In preparation for such a pos- 
sible occasion, we are to: "Let mind and 
heart be stored with God's promises." Then, 
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IT you are ill-treated or wrongfully accused 
instead of returning an angry answer, repeat * 
to yourself the precious promises. 

"'Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good.' Romans 12:21. 

"'Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust 
also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. 
And he shall bring forth thy righteousness" 
as the light, and thy judgment as the noon- 
day, ' ^ Psalms 37 :5,6. 

'There is nothing covered, that shall 
not be revealed; neither hid, that shall not 
be known. 1 ' Luke 12:2. 

'Thou hast caused men to ride over our 
heads; we went through fire and through water; 
but Thou broughtest us out into a wealthy 
place.' Psalms 66:12." — Ministry of Healing 
p. ij.86. 

A college teacher, after listening to 
our study on "matching promises" to offset 
our weaknesses, was delighted. He exclaimed 
that never before had this occurred to him in 
such a striking manner. "Just to think," he 
said, 'that God has so simplified the solu- 
tions to life's problems is indeed most en- 
couraging. I now have really found something 
the Holy Spirit can use to change my life." 

A portion of our morning devotions may 
be used to practice these "war maneuvers". 
By this we mean we can anticipate the ap- 
proach of temptation and review the matching 
texts audibly, or in a whisper, ,or even only 
in our minds. We can practice "darting" to 
heaven short promise-filled prayers. 

Often I 'dart" a prayer which, so far as 
words are concerned, is limited to the quot- 
ing of a Bible promise. But my soul is ASK- 
ING, BELIEVING and CLAIMING. The promise of- 
ten^is, "we shall be like him." I John 3:2. 
I find this a powerful weapon of the Holy 
Spirit in any emergency. 

At other times I verbalize on the "C" 
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of the A, B, C prayer. It, however, encom- 
passes the whole idea of the A, B, C's in 
shor t . 

To illustrate: When I was a boy a visit- 
or once came to our home, and by invitation 
dined with us at our table. He used a sort 
of A, B, C request when he smiled and grac- 
iously said, 'I thank you for the butter." 
That man had actually asked, believed, and 
claimed all in the one expression, "I thank 
you for the butter." The butter was then 
passed to him in response to his asking, be- 
lieving, and claiming it. 

Jesus offered this kind of prayer at the 
grave of Lazarus: "Father, I thank thee that 
thou hast heard me." John 11:1+1. So we also 
may use our A, B, C's in a variety of ways 
as we "dart" a promise-filled prayer to 
heaven. In fact, the biggest part is for 
faith to actually claim, or receive. 

Every now and then people express shock 
that some apparently very sincere child of 
God has utterly failed. The manner in which 
they express this amazement reveals that they 
do not realize that unless the human instru- 
ment is in daily communion with God, he may 
be like Elijah— one day on miraculous Mount 
Carmel, but the next night under a juniper 
tree wishing he might die. 

Writes our favorite author: "To the 
secret place of the Most High, under the 
shadow of the Almighty, men now and then re- 
pair; they abide for a season, and the result 
is manifest in noble deeds; then their faith 
fails, the communion is interrupted, and the 
life-work marred. But the life of Jesus was 
a life of constant trust, sustained by con- 
tinual communion; and His service for heaven 
and earth was without failure or faltering. 

"As a man He supplicated the throne of 
God, till His humanity was charged with a. 
heavenly current that connected humanity with 
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divinity. Receiving life from God, He impart- 
ed life to men." — Education , pp. 8o,8l. 

Now back to our opening picture — a pic- 
ture of eleven sinful men in a short period 
of time becoming, through t he power of the 
Holy Spirit, in mind and character like their 
Master. 

I find in my soul a tremendous longing 
to be like my wonderful Lord. His purity, 
His peace, His unselfishness and His for- 
giving love speak to my heart and soul. We 
know from our study of sacred history that 
over a span of six thousand years men have 
been changed into His likeness. We also know 
this truth from personal observation. 

Even a small eight-year-old lassie tap- 
ped me on the shoulder one night. As I turn- 
ed, I looked into an angel-like countenance. 
She spoke softly and with sweetness and poise 
in a delightfully confident, yet humble, man- 
ner: "Your meetings have changed my life." 

By contrast in age there was the seventy- 
three-year-old grandmother whose daughter's 
sarcasm nearly drove her to distraction. I 
heard her personal testimony of a completely 
changed response as she claimed Isaiah 26:3 : 
"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose 
mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth 
in thee." 

Then there is the student who declared: 
"This prayer class has completely rejuvlnated 
my prayer life. It is the best thing that 
has ever happened to me! Never before have 
I prayed as I have since I entered this 
class. Never again will I pray a ' wishy- 
washy -maybe -He -will- answer * type of prayer. 
I have learned that I — even I — can come bold- 
ly to the Throne of Grace, claiming definite 
promises from the Word of God. In them I find 
mercy and grace needed for any problem that 
may come. I now believe that my God will 
hear and answer." 
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But, most of all, I know from a very 
personal experience the change in my own life 
when I have lighted my taper at the altar of 
heaven. Now with the song writer I can sing: 
"I'd rather have Jesus than any- 
thing 

This world affords today." 

Now stand, if you will, upon spiritual 
tiptoe. Seel See a glorious gathering! 
Hear the songs of rapture ! "What are these 
which are arrayed in white robes? and whence 
came they? . . . These are they which came 
out of great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb." Revelation 7:13,14. 

Once they were thieves, murderers, adul- 
terers, blasphemers, perhaps, with lives vile 
and sordid with every imaginable defilement 
of sin. Or perhaps their lives were filled 
with the so-called "respectable sins" of 
Pharisaism, pride, and secret envy, etc. 
But now all is changed through the operation 
of the Holy Spirit. He has testified of 
Jesus, and they have "feared the Lord," and 
"thought upon his name." Of them heaven 
declares: "They shall be mine, saith the 
Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up 
my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man 
spareth his own son that serveth him." Mal- 

achi 3:16,17. 

Now here they are "before the throne of 
God, and serve him day and night in his tem- 
ple." Revelation 7*15. ^Father's name" 
—character — is now stamped "in their fore- 
heads" — minds. "And in their mouth was 
found no guile: for they are without fault 
before the throne of God," Revelation 1^:1, 
5. 

Soon from the throne will come the fiat: 
"he that is righteous, let him be righteous 
still: and he that is holy, let him be holy 
still. And, behold, I come quickly; and my 
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reward is with me, to give every man accord- 
ing as Ms work shall be." Revelation 22:11, 
12. 

Then in that glad hour, how grateful we 
shall be that we turned our eyes upon Jesus ; 
for by "beholding" we "are changed into the 
same image," II Corinthians 3:l8. 

"Now unto him that is able to keep you 
from falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of his glory with ex- 
ceeding Joy, to the only wise God our Sav- 
iour, be glory and majesty, dominion and 
power, both now and ever. Amen." Jude 21;, 
25. 
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